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Introduction 

 

 The Canadian Federation of University Women, founded in 1919, is a voluntary, non-

profit, self-funded, bilingual organization composed of nearly ten thousand female 

university graduates from one hundred and twenty-two clubs across Canada.  Members of 

CFUW/FCFDU are active in public affairs, working to raise the social, economic and legal 

status of women as well as to improve education, the environment, peace, justice, and 

human rights.  A Non-Governmental Organization, CFUW has a special consultative status 

at the United Nations Committee on the Status of Women and serves on the Education 

Committee of the Canadian Sub-Commission to UNESCO. 

 CFUW Sherbrooke & District was admitted to membership in the national 

organization in 1968.  We are pleased and proud to present this history of our dynamic 

Club.  

The text was written in four stages.  The first section ends in 1976 and consists of the 

organizational years of 1965-1968 and the following eight years.  Names of the executive 

were recorded as married names in the Club minutes but the body of the text refers to 

members using the names by which we now know them. 

 The second section covers the sixteen years of 1976-1992.  Errors in names have been 

corrected but the content of the first two sections remains unchanged.  Appendices from 

the second edition have been deleted to save space. 

 The third section of 1992-2008 was written by certain members of the 2007-2008 

executive in consultation with minutes, annual reports and bulletins in the archives.  An 

attempt was made to follow the format of earlier editions.  In a further effort to save space 

and costs, only a few photographs have been included in the text.  A complete photographic 

gallery accompanies this printed history in the form of a compact disk.  

Please note that the Club name changed in 2004 to CFUW Sherbrooke & District.   

 The fourth section of 2008-2018 was written by Past Presidents, Mary Jane Amey, 

Heather Bowman, Judy Hopps, Carol Mooney and Marie Trousdell. 

 This edition was published in print and will be available on or Club Website.  A larger 

number of photographs have been added to this edition. 

  Liane Chacra, Wendy Durrant, Judy Hopps, Carol Mooney, Bev Taber Smith, Lee 

Sullivan-Lapp, Rosemary Turmel. 
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SHERBROOKE AND DISTRICT UNIVERSITY WOMEN'S CLUB 

 

 

 

1965 – 1968 Organizational Years 

 

In 1965, Lorraine Codère learned of the existence of University Women's Clubs from 

her friend, Pat Arter Llewellyn. Also, prior to her move to Sherbrooke, Mary Chinn had 

been Provincial Director of University Women's Clubs in Newfoundland. In the fall of 

1966, Lorraine Codère and Enid Hopper began discussing the possibility of forming a 

branch and a meeting was called by Van Cornwall-Jones and Enid Hopper at Sherbrooke 

High School. Lists of graduates from Bishop's and McGill, living in the area, were obtained 

and many phone calls were made with the result that fifteen to twenty ladies attended. At 

this meeting, the Membership Convenor for Canada, Miss Marjorie Trenholme, and her 

Quebec counterpart, explained the many facets of University Women's Clubs. Because of 

the interest shown, other meetings were held at the Social Service Centre in Sherbrooke 

and announcements were made via the local press inviting any interested graduates to 

attend. Van Cornwall-Jones, director of Social Services, chaired these meetings and it was 

decided to go ahead with the formation of a local branch. The name was chosen and 

Marguerite Loomis agreed to draw up a constitution.  

Louise Dixon, who was co-director of Social Services with Van Cornwall-Jones, 

became interested and was later instrumental in forming a French counterpart. Through the 

years, Louise continued to attend our meetings as a regular member and also as liaison 

officer with the French Club. Originally, we were very desirous of having a bilingual 

University Women's Club to serve all graduates, but the French ladies decided that 

meetings would be more meaningful to them if they were conducted entirely in French, 

although through the years they have frequently been invited to and have attended many of 

our meetings.  

In 1967, an ad-hoc committee was formed to plan meetings and activities during the 

year 1967-68, leading up to inauguration. This committee included Van Cornwall-Jones, 

Lorraine Codère, Mary Chinn, Enid Hopper and Louise Dixon. During this year, a 

constitution was drawn up and approved, and application made for our charter. In April, 

1968, Laura Sabia, Past National President of CFUW spoke at a dinner meeting at the 

Social Club in Sherbrooke. She inspired several of our members to take more active roles 

in public life.  

In the early planning stages, the desire was expressed by many that we should not 

become just another social club where the members were required to bake and bring food 

to each meeting, so we paid to have cookies and coffee served at small cost because of the 

limited membership.  

The year ended with a wine and cheese party at the home of Lorraine Codère.  
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Charter Members 

Elda Bourne, Mary Chinn, Lorraine Codѐre, Enid Hopper, Marguerite Loomis, Kay Milne, 

Thelma Pitman, Ruth Taylor, Van Cornwall-Jones, Louise Dixon, Marjorie Donald, Ank 

Meyers, Phillis Smith, Dorothy Steel and Betty York.  

10TH ANNIVERSARY – The Sherbrooke and District University Women’s Club is celebrating its 

10th anniversary.  Seen here are charter members, left to right: Elda Bourne, Enid Hopper, Mary 

Chinn, Kay Milne, Thelma Pitman, Lorraine Codѐre and Rut Taylor.  (Record photos) 

 

 

 
 

Founding Members Honoured: Thelma Pittman, Marguerite Loomis and Lorraine 

Codѐre.  President Janet Angrave. 

May 1998, 30th Anniversary – Lennoxville Golf Club House 
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1968 – 1969                                                    President:  Mrs. Jacques (Lorraine) Codère_ 

 

Vice-President Miss Enid Hopper 

Secretary Mrs. Donald (Elda) Bourne 

Treasurer Mrs. David (Dorothy) Steele 

Public Relations Mrs. E. Littler, Jr. 

CFUW Representative Mrs. Geoffrey (Mary) Chinn 

Programme Chair Miss N. McCardell 

Social Chair Mrs. Douglas (Thelma) Pitman 

Membership Secretary Miss Enid Hopper 

Liaison Delegate (French Club) Miss Louise Dixon 

  

Beginning with the September meeting in 1968, we were fortunate in being 

granted the use of the very comfortable Faculty Lounge at Bishop's University for 

our regular meetings.  

Our charter, dated February 8th, 1968, was received at a meeting in the St. 

George's Club in April, 1969, with Eileen Clark, Provincial Director, as our guest 

speaker. The Charter Members are as follows: Elda Bourne, Mary Chinn, Lorraine 

Codère, Van Cornwall-Jones, Louise Dixon, Marjorie Donald, Enid Hopper, 

Marguerite Loomis, Jan Meyers, Kay Milne, Thelma Pitman, Phillis Smith, Dorothy (Dodo) Steele, 

Ruth Taylor and Betty York. There are others who joined the Club before the charter was received 

who may feel that they should be included in this list, but unfortunately, there was a cut-off date 

some time in 1967, and only those who joined before that date could· be called Charter Members.  

The Book Group began simultaneously with the formation of the Club and has been very active 

ever since.  

One meeting during the year was devoted to discovering the interests of members with a view 

to forming other Interest Groups. We had many interesting speakers on women's legal rights, 

pollution of our lakes, the English and French Cultures, etc. Lively discussions were a part of every 

meeting.  

The highlight of the year was a three-day exhibition and sale of Eastern Townships’s art, 

organized by Isabelle Reid and Mary-Lynn Ross, in aid of the Sherbrooke Libraries, English and 

French. It was held on the large second floor of the Sherbrooke Library building on Dufferin Street. 

For the opening, wine and cheese were served. The French University Women's Club, which was 

formed at the same time as the English, participated by arranging all French advertising, and 

proceeds were divided equally between the two libraries. The chief purpose of the event was to 

arouse more interest in the library throughout the community.  

There was a strong feeling during this year, and later, that we must have membership 

participation in meetings and projects for the sake of healthy growth.  

From the beginning, printed programs were sent to all members in September and January, up 

until the time the news bulletin was inaugurated in 1973.  

Note: Married members were referred to in the minutes according to their married names, and 

thus executives are being listed by the names that were published in the minutes. In the body of the 

text we are using the names by which we now know them.  
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Charter 
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1969 – 1970                  President: Mrs. Jacques (Lorraine) Codère           41 members  

 

Vice-President Miss Dorothy Harper 

Secretary Mrs. Donald (Elda) Bourne 

Treasurer Mrs. David (Dorothy) Steele 

Public Relations Dr. Kathleen Harper 

CFUW Representative Mrs. Geoffrey (Mary) Chinn 

Programme Chair Mrs. J. A. (Jan) Meyers 

Social Chair Mrs A. J. Marshall 

Membership Secretary Miss Enid Hopper 

Liaison Delegate (French Club) Mrs. James (Bess) McConnachie 

  

Efforts were constantly made to increase membership and by September 

1969, we had forty-one members. The formality was gradually slipping away as 

we became better acquainted and progressed to a first name basis. There was 

always a welcoming committee of two at the door for each meeting.  

During this year we were treated to a presentation tour about Ceylon, courtesy 

of Marjorie Donald, and Dorothy and Kathleen Harper.  We visited the Sherbrooke 

University Medical Centre; had a speaker from Air Canada and a panel discussion 

was organized by Thelma Pitman on Regional Schools, with panel members from Alexander Galt 

Regional High School. As a result of the last mentioned programme, the Education Interest Group 

was formed. Also this year, there were Financial Management and Pollution Control Groups.  

Letters from the Club went to members of the Quebec Government and to the newspapers in 

support of the QAPSB (Quebec Association of Protestant School Boards) and the E.T. Regional 

School Board brief on Bill 62 and also to ask for financial support for the McLennan Travelling 

Library. This support was granted.  

At the Annual Meeting our speaker was Professor Motyer on "The Theatre of the Absurd".  

 

 

Fall Programme 1969 
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1970 – 1971                      President:  Miss Dorothy Harper                 46 members 

 

Past President Mrs. Jacques (Lorraine) Codère 

Vice-President Mrs J. A. (Jan) Meyers 

Secretary Mrs. Lester (Irene) Perkins 

Treasurer Mrs. P. R. Henderson 

Public Relations Mrs. Roderick (Anne) Thaler 

CFUW Representative Mrs. Douglas (Thelma) Pitman 

Programme Chair Mrs. F. M. Kimmerle 

Social Chair Mrs. H. (Marjorie) Blachford 

Membership Secretary Mrs. J. C. (Pam) Bertram 

Liaison Delegate (French Club) Mrs. James (Bess) McConnachie 

 

The highlight of this year was the Book Fair, organized by Dorothy 

Harper, with the assistance of many of the members. Books were supplied by 

Classics Book Stores from Montreal. This was mainly a community service, as 

there were no good English book stores in the area available to the general 

public. A tremendous amount of work was involved, but it was felt to be 

worthwhile. A popular feature was a table of Eastern Townships’ books on 

display from the library and other sources - many very old. This was in the 

charge of Marjorie Donald, who was on the Library Board, and also Lorraine Codère. The proceeds, 

about $300, were used to help school libraries in Lennoxville and district and with other educational 

projects.  

Meetings during the year featured young musicians, the Mayor of Sherbrooke, a talk on the 

role of industry in art by the father of a 

member, and an address by Dr. Denis Healy 

on Bishop's role in the community. Other 

local speakers were Dr. Camille Bernard, 

Director of the federal Agricultural Research 

station; M. André Lachance, Director of the 

Sherbrooke Cultural Centre; and Dr. 

Andrew Judson and Zen on their European 

trip. At the Annual Meeting, a public 

speaking contest featured girls from 

Alexander Galt and King's Hall.  

We note closer ties with CFUW and 

IFUW. During the first few years there had 

been a lack of interest, almost to the point of 

resentment by some, over having to pay dues 

to CFUW. 

 

Letter from Classic’s little books 
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1971 – 1972                              President:  Miss Dorothy Harper                40 members 

 

Past President Mrs. Jacques (Lorraine) Codère 

Vice-President Mrs. James (Bess) McConnachie 

Secretary Mrs. Andrew (Zen) Judson 

Treasurer Mrs. Donald (Elda) Bourne 

Public Relations Mrs. Roderick (Anne) Thaler 

CFUW Representative Mrs. F. M. Kimmerle 

Programme Chair Mrs. John (Pam) Bertram 

Social Chair Mrs. Ross White 

Membership Secretary Mrs. C. S. (Carolyn) Bernard 

Liaison Delegate (French Club) Mrs. D. (Eileen) Healy 

 

The highlight of this year was a programme of delightful Elizabethan music 

by a group from Montreal, arranged by Professor Howard Brown. We hosted 

another public speaking contest in the form of a debate, a silver spoon being 

presented to the winner. David Rittenhouse was one of the judges and he 

brought information about the upcoming Festival in Lennoxville. Many of our 

members worked on the Festival Auxiliary. Later in July, out-of-town 

University Women’s Clubs were entertained by our Club at a sherry party at 

the home of Dorothy Harper before attending one of the plays.  

On the subject of communications, one meeting featured the editor of the Sherbrooke Record 

and another, Paul Zimmerman, President of Reader’s Digest Canada.  

On Gentlemen’s Night, we arranged a panel discussion on Education Taxation in an attempt 

to discover the system used to determine school taxes in the Eastern Townships with speakers 

Merrill Cook, Kenneth Bryce and M. Jolin.  

Programme Spring 1972 
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1972 – 1973               President:  Mrs. James (Bess) McConnachie   38 members 

 

Past President Mrs. Dorothy Harper 

Vice-President Mrs. (Eileen) Healy 

Secretary Mrs.  (Zen) Judson 

Treasurer Mrs. (Margaret) Crease 

CFUW Representative Mrs. (Maria) Bandrauk 

Programme Chair Mrs. Datnow 

Social Chair Mrs. White 

Membership Secretary Mrs. (Sam) McConnachie 

 

During the summer, the Executive arranged for the sherry party in 

connection with Festival Lennoxville for out-of-town guests from University 

Women’s Clubs in Quebec. This has been described in the 1971 – 1972 history. 

This year’s activities opened with a delightful evening of readings of poems 

by Ralph Gustafson. In October, Mr. Lou Sontra of Champlain College 

explained the CEGEP system to us.  

The big project this year was our second Book Fair held in November in 

the St. George’s Church Hall in Lennoxville with books supplied by Eaton’s this 

time, as well as Eastern Townships books loaned by the Library. The Book Fairs were interesting, 

rewarding and worthwhile, with of course many frustrations. No more Book Fairs have been 

undertaken (as of 1976) because the opening of the Classics book store at the new shopping centre 

has met the need.  

The December meeting featured flower arranging by a local florist and a display of Pakistani 

shadow embroidery by Winnie Jellicoe. We hosted another girls’ public speaking contest in 

February. At a spring meeting, the environment was discussed from different points of view by Dr. 

Derek Booth of Bishop’s and Margaret Medland of STOP. There was good audience participation.  

Suggestions were made to have fewer general meetings on varying days of the week and to 

have more Interest Groups, also a news bulletin, rather than a printed program. The Constitution 

was revised to take care of associate memberships and fewer general meetings.  

There was a large attendance for the annual dinner meeting at the St. George’s Club when Mme 

Jehane Benoît delighted us with her comments on cooking. Our secretary reported that she 

approached her subject “historically, aesthetically and enthusiastically”. The Programme Chair 

arranged for us to visit Mme. Benoît’s farm. In June, some twenty members were served one of her 

famous luncheons in her garden in Sutton and also were given a tour of her home, including her 

famous kitchen and the farm.  

To date, there has been some frustration in that we study and talk about conditions that should 

be changed, but we do not act. We feel that we must take a more positive approach.  
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1973 – 1974                        President:  Mrs. D. (Eileen) Healy                 83 members 

 

Past President Mrs. J. (Bess) McConnachie 

Vice-President Mrs. W. L. (Rhoda) Matson 

Secretary Mrs.  T. A. (Zen) Judson 

Treasurer Mrs. J. A. (Margaret) Crease 

Public Relations & Newsletter Editor Mrs. D. (Claire) Heilig 

CFUW Representative Miss Marlis Wehr 

Programme Chair Mrs. R. (Sam) McConnachie 

Social Chair Mrs. C. (Carolyn) Bernard 

Membership Secretary Mrs. R. (Donna) McKell 

 

Spring and summer executive meetings dealt with letters to 

government officials regarding Bill 63, the use of Book Fair proceeds 

for French Prizes at Alexander Galt and for a scholarship fund, as well 

as arrangements for a theatre party in August, which included a dinner 

in the President’s Dining Room.  

Over fifty attended the opening meeting in September, at which 

time Marlis Wehr presented a most interesting report on the August 

CFUW Triennial Meeting in Ottawa which she attended as our representative. Leaders of 

the Book, Art Appreciation, Gourmet Cooking and Social and Political Action Groups had 

displays and/or information about their groups. Our newsletter, The Tatler, has become a 

reality under the capable editorship of Claire Heilig and is very popular.  

For the November meeting, the Book Group organized a Literary Evening featuring 

Dr. J.D. Jeffries, Joanne Edwards from AGRHS, Muriel Brand, Rev. Carl Gustafson, Dr. 

Shauna Murray and two young poets, and Ralph Gustafson. All were Eastern Townships 

writers who wrote or taught about the area.  

Mme. Pierrette Savard, regional Vice-President of the Federation des Femmes du 

Québec, addressed our January meeting. We asked for more appropriate regional 

representation on the Quebec Council on the Status of Women.  

Four of our members attended the Provincial Council of CFUW, with the result that 

we were asked to host such a meeting in 1974.  

The Music and Art Appreciation Group hosted the March meeting when Professor 

Richard Milot of the University of Sherbrooke gave a fine illustrated talk on the Group of 

Seven.  

Many members wrote letters to our MNA’s regarding Bill 22. 

As our club has grown, more officers and Interest Group representation were needed on 

the executive, so amendments to the constitution were proposed.  

During this year, Marjorie Donald received an honourary degree from Bishop’s. Also, 

Marjorie Goodfellow was nominated by Bishop’s Alumnae Association, with our support, 

to the Conseil du Statut de la Femme. A scholarship fund has been started.  

The Annual Meeting reported seventy full members and thirteen associates. The 

Gourmet Cooking Group planned the menu and prepared the appetizers for the meeting. 

After dinner, we were treated to a piano recital by Mildred Largie Sampson at the Centennial 

Theatre.  
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During this year our Club experienced a tremendous rejuvenation under the capable leadership 

of Eileen Healy and her executive. The increase in the number of Interest Groups to four, with 

monthly meetings, as well as the fewer number of general meetings, proved successful.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme for CFUW Regional Conference held at Bishop’s University 

Saturday June 8, 1974 
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1974 – 1975                              President:  Rhoda Matson                 100 members 

 

Past President & Liaison to French Club Eileen Healy 

Vice-President Geraldine Smith 

Recording Secretary Mary-Ellen Janidlo 

Corresponding Secretary Lillian Echenberg 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Rosemary McLeod 

CFUW Representative Marjorie Goodfellow 

Programme Chair Norma Siddiqui 

Social Chair Janet Angrave 

Membership Secretary Sondra Neale 

Education Chair Marlis Wehr 

Newsletter Editor Kathy Younker 

 

On June 8th, 1974, we hosted the CFUW Quebec Provincial Conference 

at Bishop’s. Dorothy Harper and Marjorie Goodfellow were co-convenors. The 

topic for the conference was “Quebec Women on the Move” (La Femme du 

Québec et sa Dynamique). It was extremely successful with funds granted by 

the Secretary of State for simultaneous translation. A full report of the 

conference is on file.  

Our amended constitution provided for at least four general meetings and 

one annual meeting per year. This year they were held on succeeding days of the week.  

Because our membership has increased greatly, the members decided to provide refreshments for the 

meetings. The money saved in this way will be used for Club projects and scholarship funds.  

Our Club supported a brief on Bill 22 and letters were sent to MNAs, the Minister of Education 

and the Premier.  

In honour of International Women’s Year, a Career Counselling project has been initiated. Two 

of our members, Marjorie Goodfellow and Kathleen Atto were nominated to the Sherbrooke Hospital 

Board. 

At the September meeting, the President introduced Interest Group leaders who outlined each 

group’s plans for the year. A later meeting dealt with problems of North Shore students with the 

speaker being Joan Thomson.  In November, our Club was represented by seven members, the 

largest delegation at the Provincial Council Meeting at McDonald College.  

On April 10 – 11, Geraldine Smith convened an International Meeting on the Bishop’s – 

Champlain Campus. The theme of the conference was “Women in Education, Politics and 

Community Service”. Delegates from Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Manitoba, Ontario, 

Sweden, as well as from University Women’s Clubs from Quebec, attended the two-day session. 

A tape recording of the panel discussion held on the first evening is on file in our archives. On the 

second day of the conference, approximately thirty women toured various educational institutions 

in the Sherbrooke-Lennoxville area. Mrs. Ruth Bell, our National President was guest speaker at 

the closing banquet.  

At the Annual Meeting in May, held at the Holiday Inn, one-hundred members were reported, 

with an executive of thirteen.  The year’s activities were rounded out by several members attending 

the Provincial Conference of University Women’s Clubs at Montebello.  
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1975 – 1976                                 President:  Rhoda Matson                  104 members 

 

Past President Eileen Healy 

Vice-President Norma Siddiqui 

Recording Secretary Lillian Echenberg 

Corresponding Secretary Beverly Steele 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Rosemary McLeod 

CFUW Representative Marjorie Goodfellow 

Programme Chair Linda Allen 

Social Chair Donna Campbell 

Membership Chair Sondra Neale 

Education Chair Madge Paulette 

Legislation Chair Wendy Lessard 

Tatler Editor Marissa Tessier 

 

In June, 1975, Rhoda Matson and Marjorie Goodfellow represented 

Sherbrooke and District at the CFUW Council Meeting in Victoria, B.C. 

They reported on all aspects of the Meeting, including post conference tours, 

at a special meeting in October.  

Since the Club did not have a gavel to pass on from year to year, at the 

September meeting, Rhoda Matson presented the Club with a bell, to be used 

in place of a gavel, as a remembrance of the CFUW Council Meeting in 

Victoria with Ruth Bell as CFUW President. As in the past two years, the Interest Groups took the 

spotlight at the September meeting. The number of groups has increased to eight. They are: Book, 

Gourmet Cooking, Handicrafts, Physical Fitness, Social and Political Action, French, Education 

and Environmental Studies.  

At a meeting in the fall with Local MP Iréné Pelletier, the Club was encouraged to continue 

its Career Counselling Project and subsequently a new proposal for government funding was 

submitted.  

In November, a panel comprised of Dr. Derek Booth, John Hackett and Gordon Kohl, led a 

discussion of the Sores Report, which is concerned with the development of tourism and 

recreational facilities in the Memphremagog and Massawippi Lakes area.  

The Annual French Prizes awarded at Alexander GaIt Regional High School have been 

renamed the Daphne Codère Prizes for Proficiency in French in memory of the daughter of the 

Club’s first President, Lorraine Codère.  

Five emergency loans to Bishop’s and Champlain College students were granted this year 

from the growing fund which was started last year. Both the students and the counsellors at the 

respective schools have expressed their gratitude for these loans.  

In February, Eileen Healy was hostess at a dinner for the Executive, Past Presidents and 

Charter Members with the intention that, since 1975-76 was the tenth anniversary of the Club’s 

beginnings, a Club History could be written. This was a very pleasant evening of reminiscing and 

companionship, and as a result, three Charter Members agreed to write a history of the Club to be 

presented at the Annual Meeting in May.  

During the year, letters were sent to MPs, Cabinet Ministers, etc., urging immediate passage 

of Bill C-20 which would equalize women’s rights in the Citizenship Act. Bill C-72, establishing 
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a Human Rights Commission for Canada, was studied by the Social and Political Action Group 

and reports were sent to the Honourable Ron Basford, Minister of Justice, and to the National Head 

office. A letter from the office of the Minister of Justice assured us that the recommendations in 

our report would be seriously considered.  

The March meeting closely followed the Conservative Party Leadership Convention. The 

Social and Political Action Group presented an amusing skit based entirely on excerpts from 

Hansard, putting everyone in the proper frame of mind for our guest speakers, Mrs. Marg Meyers 

and her daughter, Edith, of Montreal. Mrs. Meyers and her daughter were both voting delegates at 

the recent Conservative Convention, each supporting different candidates. They provided us with 

a most interesting, and sometimes amusing, picture of the convention proceedings.  

The Annual Meeting was held on May 10th at the Holiday Inn and honoured the Club’s Charter 

Members. At this meeting, a motion for the Club to join the Fédération des Femmes du Québec, 

which had been tabled at the two previous general meetings in order to obtain more information, 

was made. In her Annual Report, Rhoda Matson announced that in honour of Eileen Healy, our 

immediate Past President, who was moving to Victoria, an Eileen Healy Prize would be awarded 

annually at Bishop’s University Spring Convocation. Following the dinner, the History of the 

Sherbrooke and District University Women’s Club was presented for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social and Political Action Group Brief on Bill C-72 
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1976 – 1977                            President:  Norma Siddiqui                  104 members 

 

Past President Rhoda Matson 

Vice-President Phillis Smith 

Recording Secretary Margaret Crease 

Corresponding Secretary Beverly Steele 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Lorraine Codère 

CFUW Representative Marjorie Goodfellow 

Programme Chair Janet Carmen 

Social Chair Sue Haddon 

Membership Chair Donna Campbell 

Education Chair Madge Paulette 

Legislation Chair Jennifer Booth 

Bulletin Editor Susie Massoud 

Interest Group Coordinator Elke Rodgers 

 

General Meetings were held at the Faculty Lounge of Bishop's 

University.  Overall, a very eventful year with numerous highlights 

including:  

1. interviewing candidates in the November provincial elections, 

followed by a seminar; 

2. a panel discussion on better use of our resources;  

3. sponsoring four performances of Famous People Players, a 

performing group of mentally handicapped adults from Toronto directed by Diane 

Dupuy. They performed imitations of numbers by Barbra Streisand, Liberace, and 

Anne Murray using life-sized puppets in black light. They included a new number 

with tropical fish 'swimming' to classical music. Norma had seen the group’s 

accomplishments reviewed on TV and persuaded the Club to bring them to 

Centennial Theatre. The Club had to guarantee the hair-raising sum of a minimum 

of $1000! Diane Dupuy explained how this handicapped group was willing to 

expend much more effort than many of us in order to succeed, and what a success 

it was;  

4. a meeting with Monique Bégin, Minister of National Revenue;  

5. workshops on different aspects of the Club and CFUW activities;  

6. a career counselling exhibit at the regional high school;  

7. the Club also prepared and manned a kiosk for the Femmes d'Ici display at the 

Carrefour de l'Estrie;  

8. Club members participated in La Fédération des Femmes de Québec.  

 

The Interest Groups were very active. The Education Group reported on Bill 22. The 

Political and Social Action Group prepared a brief on Human Rights. The Gourmet 

Cooking Group contributed their cookbook profits to the Career Counselling Project and 

the Environment Group studied bottle recycling.  Other groups with regular sessions were 

Books, Handicrafts and French.  
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The Annual General Meeting was held at St. George's Club in Sherbrooke. The guest 

speaker was Dorothy Harper, a Club Past President, physics professor and author.  

A special General Meeting was held in May to discuss a brief prepared on the White 

Paper and Bill 1 (Charter on French Language) prepared by a Committee of Members. The 

brief was forwarded to the National Assembly in Quebec, local MNAs, newspapers etc.  
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1977 – 1978                                 President:  Phillis Smith                70 members 

 

Past President Norma Siddiqui 

Vice-President Marjorie Goodfellow 

Recording Secretary Margaret Crease 

Corresponding Secretary Ruth Tannenbaum 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Mona Nassar 

CFUW Representative Wendy Lessard 

Programme Chair Sue Haddon 

Social Chair Janice Parsons 

Membership Chair Gail Perowne 

Education Chair Mary Burns-McGrath 

Legislation Chair Jennifer Booth 

Bulletin Editor Aline Elie 

Interest Group Coordinator Jean Cruikshank 

 

The Club received acknowledgement in August from the Minister of State 

for Cultural  Affairs and the Prime Minister's office upon receipt of this 

Club's brief on the White Paper, Bill I (concerning the Charter of the French 

Language). 

Sherbrooke and District University Women's Club prepared a brief on 

Canadian Unity to put forward to the Pépin-Robarts Commission. Our 

committee, with representatives of other Québec clubs, met at Bishop's 

University on December 3rd to prepare a final draft to be presented to the Pépin-Robarts 

Commission in January.  

A committee to work on the Roster of Qualified Women was set up at this time. Our Club was 

represented by Marjorie Goodfellow at the meeting of Sherbrooke's Conseil Régional pour la 

Promotion de la Femme and a report was presented to the membership.  

Marlis Wehr and Bev Steele continued with Career Counselling in the high schools.  

There was discussion about changing the name of the Club to French followed by Sherbrooke 

and District University Women's Club. Letters were received from Sudbury, Ontario and Victoria, 

B.C., asking if the Club is bilingual and about our attitude on Canadian Unity.  

Our Club was asked to host a post-conference tour of the Eastern Townships after the 

Triennial Conference. Following is a summary of the topics presented at the meetings:  

 

November     Susan Mastine and Marie de Gruchy, social workers in Sherbrooke, presented 

"Women in the Community". Rhoda Matson spoke on the brief on Canadian Unity.  

January          Barbara Verity Stevenson presented a History of the Townships film, titled 

Covered Bridges.  Professor Derek Booth, geography professor at Bishop’s, talked 

on "Remnant Features of the Landscape of the Eastern Townships".  

The Environmental Group presented Richard Slass who spoke on what individuals 

can do to clean up the Massawippi River.                                                                                                      

February         "Soirée Québécoise" was enjoyed when our Club, as a group, attended a French 

play presented at the Université de Sherbrooke.  
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March  Meeting focused on Canadian unity with panel discussion, followed by guest 

speaker, Mr. Sandy Craig, a journalist, who worked for the Canadian government 

on the Pépin - Robarts Commission.  

May            At the Annual Meeting at Bishop's University our guest speaker was Mr. Richard 

Ousounian, artistic director and writer with this year's Festival Lennoxville.  The 

Québec Provincial Council Meeting was held in Montreal.   

June   Marjorie Goodfellow attended the Canadian Federation of University Women 

conference AGM in Halifax, Nova Scotia.  

 

Interest Groups included the Book Group, Gourmet Cooking, Handicrafts, Resolution 

Committee and Environmental Studies.  

 

 
Letter acknowledging receipt of Club brief on the White Paper  

on the Charter of the French Language. 
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1978 – 1979                        President:  Marjorie Goodfellow                    80 members 

 

Past President Phillis Smith 

Vice-President Peggy Herring 

Recording Secretary Judy Hopps 

Corresponding Secretary Vivienne Galanis 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Mona Nassar 

CFUW Representative Wendy Durrant 

Programme Chair Janice Parsons 

Social Chair Sonya Bardati 

Membership Secretary Gail Perowne 

Education Chair Fran Halsall 

Legislation Chair Jennifer Booth 

Bulletin Editor Aline Elie 

Interest Group Coordinator Lucille Derick 
                     “Plus ça change, plus ça reste le même”. 

With a few exceptions, the activities and concerns of both the 

national association and our local branch have remained constant.  

Meetings were held at the Faculty Lounge of Bishop's University. 

The Annual Meeting took place at the Dewhurst Dining Hall. Attendance 

ranged from thirty-five to forty-five people per meeting. One meeting 

featured the well-known economics consultant, Dian Cohen, who spoke 

on the subject of investments. There were three active Interest Groups - 

the Book Club, the Gourmet Cooking Club and the Environmental Study 

Group.  

Members attended several conferences that dealt with pertinent social issues. The 

CFUW conference in Halifax highlighted the theme "People in Action". It studied the place 

of volunteers in society, the status of women, and human rights. Films on rape counselling 

were viewed.  

The IFUW theme for the Triennial 1977-80, held in Quebec City, was "Towards 1980 

- a better age for all". Topics centred on the concerns of women which included 

encouraging women to seek policy-making positions at all levels and family law as it 

affected women in the areas of law and marriage, inheritance and property. Our branch 

hosted a post-conference tour. Many beautiful and interesting sites were visited, including 

Denison's Mills, the monastery at St. Benoît du Lac, the Piggery Theatre, the museums at 

Richmond, Knowlton, Stanbridge East, Beebe and the Barn Museum at Stanstead and a 

pottery studio at Way's Mills as well as Sherbrooke and Lennoxville. Some members 

enjoyed a lamb barbeque at the Agricultural Research Station, as well as dinners in 

members' homes organized by Carol Mooney. Representatives from our Club volunteered 

to help our French colleagues by manning a booth on “Femme d'Ici” Day at the Carrefour 

de l'Estrie. Other members represented the Club on the "Conseil Régionale pour la 

Promotion de la Femme" which focused on the topic: égalité and indépendance.  

One aspect of our Bulletin that differed from the present one was its bilingual flavour. 

Several of the activities were reported in French.  

On the whole 1978-79 proved to be an active, outstanding year for the club.  
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1979 – 1980                          President:  Marjorie Goodfellow            83 members 

 

Past President Phillis Smith 

Vice-President Peggy Herring 

Recording Secretary Marjorie Salvas 

Corresponding Secretary Aline Elie  

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Paule Scott 

CFUW Representative Wendy Durrant 

Programme Chair Suzanne Ellyin 

Social Chair Margo Jarvis 

Membership Secretaries Susie Massoud, Carol Mooney & Josée Rourke 

Education Chair Fran Halsall 

Legislation Chair Esther Barnett 

Bulletin Editors Betty Greer & Lyn Pageau 

Interest Group Coordinator Janet Angrave replaced Sondra Neale 

 

The post-conference tour for the Canadian Federation of University 

Women was held for three days starting August 18, 1979. About seventy Women 

from all parts of Canada attended, and for many it was their first time in the 

Eastern Townships of Quebec. They were very impressed with the beauty of the 

area and the tour which was organized by Rhoda Matson. The successful tour 

was arranged by Lucille Derick and her committee.  

Janet Angrave was Interest Group co-coordinator. The following groups were very active 

during the year: the Book Group, the Gourmet Cooking Group, the Environment Group, the 

Investment Group and the Art Appreciation Group.  

A CFUW pin was presented to Rhoda Matson who was President of the Club for two years 

and had done excellent planning for the post-conference tour.  

The Eileen Healy Prize winners were Elizabeth Hutchins and Lisa Dignard. 

Three members were appointed to the Conseil Régional pour la Promotion de la Femme.  

The Hegg-Hoffet Relief Fund and the Boat People Fund were supported by the Club. Also letters 

were written to government officials to protest the closing of the Sherbrooke Rape Centre.  

The Programme Chair, Suzanne Ellyin, suggested the theme for our meetings "Women in the 

80s". The October meeting was held in the Faculty Lounge, Bishop's University and centred on a 

general discussion of the theme.  

In December, we met at the St. Georges' Club, Sherbrooke, to pursue an aspect of the theme, 

“Woman as an Individual”. Ms. Patricia Burns, Home Management Consultant with the Bank of 

Montreal, spoke on the topic "What every woman should know about money planning".  

In January, we gathered in the Bishop's Faculty Lounge to view the film, Women Want. Group 

discussions on "Women at Work and in the Home" followed.  

The Armand Nadeau Pavillion provided the venue for the "Woman in Society" aspect of our 

theme. The speaker, Mrs. Justine Sentenne, a member of the Montreal Executive Council, and 

director of the Floralies Exhibition in Montreal, made us aware of the role of women in politics.  

The June meeting at the Cabana Motel, Magog, was devoted to exploring another facet of 

women's endeavors "Women in the Working Environment and as Parents". Sharon Pollock, author, 

single mother of four children, and with a career as a playwright, gave us a very interesting talk.  
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A special evening took place at the Sherbrooke store of Skinner and Nadeau. An informative 

talk on gems was given by gemologist Paul Nadeau which was followed by refreshments at La 

Falaise St. Michel. The hosts were Monique Nadeau-Saumier and Paul Nadeau.  

It was in 1979-1980 that Ken Herring first audited the financial books of the club and he did 

so until 1997, free of charge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Piggery Theatre August 21, 1979 

Left to right:  Marjorie Goodfellow, Ruth Bell and Rhoda Matson 

 

 

 

 

Part of the four-day tour of the Eastern Townships following the Quebec City 

Triennial Conference of CFUW 
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1980 – 1981                                   President:  Betty Greer                    86 members 

 

Past President Marjorie Goodfellow 

Vice-President Susie Massoud 

Recording Secretary Marjorie Salvas   

Corresponding Secretary Connie Simmonds 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Geneviève Duff   

CFUW Representative Peggy Herring 

Programme Chair Heather Bowman 

Social Chair Vivienne Galanis   

Membership Secretary Carol Mooney 

Education Chair Audrey Jervis-Reid 

Legislation Chair Ruth Taylor 

Interest Group Coordinator Janet Angrave   

 

      Our president, Betty Greer, attended a meeting in Montreal to work on 

a brief from the Quebec Association of University Women to the 

government. The topic of concern was Bill 24, the Youth Protection Act. A 

committee was formed to study and make recommendations. A letter was 

received from Judge Dorothy Linkletter, which included the first draft of 

the brief on the Youth Protection Act.  

Members were recruited to represent Sherbrooke and District 

University Women's Club at a Fédération des Femmes meeting in Montreal and the Conseil 

Régional de la Femme in Sherbrooke.  

Application forms were available regarding a Women's Centre to be established in 

Lennoxville. Betty Napier and Louise Orr are responsible for its formation.  Peggy Herring agreed 

to accept the position of IFUW representative.  

It was decided to create a "Status of Women Committee and Cultural Relations" in response to 

the report received on the World Conference of the UN Decade for Women.  

Following is a list of speakers and topics presented to our members during the year:  

In September Mrs. Catherine Richards, Provincial Director of the Canadian Federation of 

University Women, spoke on the aims of the University Women's Club, which are to involve and 

develop awareness and responsibility in women.  

In November Dr. Gail Gibson spoke on the problems of adolescents in our community and 

discussed the lack of social services for Anglo adolescents in this area.  

In January Colette Lavoie informed us about the role of a Legal Aid lawyer  

In March Peggy Herring gave a talk and slide presentation on Red Communist China.  

In April the Provincial Council Meeting was hosted by the Lakeshore University Women's 

Club. The main theme was Youth Protection.  

The Annual Meeting was held at Le Beau Site Deauville in May; Judge Dorothy Linkletter of 

Beaconsfield gave an informative talk on youth protection and community involvement.  

Interest Groups included the Book Club, Environmental Studies, Gourmet Cooking, 

Investment Group and the Youth Protection Act Committee.  
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1981 – 1982                                    President:  Susie Massoud            74 members 

 

Past President Betty Greer 

Recording Secretary  Marie Trousdell    

Corresponding Secretary Margo Jarvis   

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Wendy Durrant 

CFUW /IFUW Representative Peggy Herring 

Programme Chair Heather Bowman 

Membership Chair Annik Charbonneau   

Education Chair Audrey Jervis-Reid 

Bulletin Editor Janice Parsons 

Interest Group Coordinator Frances Whittle 

        

At the September executive meeting, the year's theme of 

"Physical Fitness" was decided.  

A questionnaire was designed in order to have members' 

opinions and input on the direction they would like the Club to 

take (Appendix B of the second edition of this history). Le Triolet, 

a local French high school, was to be included in the Essay 

Contest, which awarded two prizes of $50 to each level.  

The October general meeting, with forty-five members present, had a varied program. 

Andrée Saindon reported on the changes to Quebec's Bill 89 on Family Law. The 

International Day of Music was highlighted with a performance by Michel Perron, 

guitarist.  

During the year, our Club made a donation to the Rape Crisis Centre, discussed sexual 

education in our schools, supported the "Pensions for Women" movement, and at Jenny 

Booth’s urging registered opposition to the removal of the clause regarding equality of 

women in the proposed Canadian constitution. At later meetings, Dian Cohen, economist, 

spoke about pensions for women, and Ron Sutherland, local author, gave his views on the 

changing role of Quebec women. Augusta La Paix, radio host, spoke about the role of 

women in the media. Continuing to raise awareness of the condition of women, our Club 

signed a petition requesting the Provincial Government to continue funding l'Escale, a 

home for battered women. Heather Bowman emphasized the areas where our members 

could provide volunteer help, such as aiding the blind, the illiterate, or as school lunch-

hour supervisors.  

Membership fees increased by $5 to $20 for regular members, and $15 for associate 

members and senior citizens.  

The Provincial Council Meeting was held on April 24th at Le Baron Motel in 

Sherbrooke where Louise Dulude spoke on Women and Pensions.  
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1982 – 1983                               President:  Janice Parsons                    74 members 

 

Past President Susie Massoud 

Recording Secretary  Margo Jarvis    

Corresponding Secretary  Bev Sanborn  

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Heather Bowman 

CFUW Representative Annik Charbonneau 

Social Chair Lucille Derick 

Membership Chair Carla Courtney 

Legislation Chair Danielle Gauthier 

Interest Group Coordinator Connie Simmonds    

 

      All meetings were held on the Bishop's/Champlain campus with the 

exception of the November one. A dinner meeting was held in 

November at La Réserve Motel in Sherbrooke. Mme. Thérèse Lavoie - 

Roux, Liberal member of the National Assembly, spoke on "Implications 

of the White Paper on School Board Reorganization."  

Local speakers were Yvonne Scott, instructor of the Razz Mc-Jazz 

exercise class; Wendy Derison, who teaches crafts in her home; Jackie 

Kouri and Marie Nadeau who gave us interesting ideas pertaining to how we could become 

more involved with the needs of our community, and our very own Environment Group 

presented a thought-provoking skit, that included many practical ideas.  

The highlight of the year was the visit, on May 10, 1983 (our Annual General Meeting) 

of Margaret Strongitharm, CFUW President. She shared with the Club, her experiences 

during her first year as CFUW President. This was followed by a question-and-answer 

period. Many members felt that her visit strengthened our ties with CFUW.  

We were very proud to have two of our members appointed to the Provincial Council: 

Rhoda Matson as Provincial Director for the English clubs and Marlis Wehr, as Education 

Chair. Both these ladies represented our Club on November 6, 1982 at the Provincial 

Council meeting in St. Bruno.  

At the April 30, 1983 Provincial Council Meeting, hosted by the two Quebec City 

clubs, our Club was represented by six members.  

Again this year, at Alexander Galt Regional High School, two creative writing contests 

and the Daphne Codère Prizes for French were sponsored by our Club. At Bishop's 

University, the Eileen Healy Prize was presented to a female graduating student, excelling 

in academic and student life. As well, money was donated to the Lennoxville Public 

Library to be used for the purchase of new books.  

One of our members, Leah Bradshaw was the recipient of the Margaret McWilliams 

pre-doctoral Fellowship, of $5000, given to enable continuation of her work. This 

fellowship is sponsored by CFUW.  

This year we attempted many pilot projects - an “early-bird” draw where a name was 

chosen from the list of paid members and their membership fees were reimbursed; a thrift 

sale where new or nearly-new articles were sold; a garage sale, profits to be used towards 

sending a delegate to the 1985 Triennial in Calgary; a golf day; and a theatre evening at 

the Piggery.  
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1983 – 1984                                        President:  Bev Sanborn           78 members 

 

Past President Janice Parsons 

Vice-President & Interest Group Coordinator Linda Allen   

Secretary Sue Haddon    

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Public Relations Chair Judy Hopps    

CFUW Representative Wendy Durrant 

Programme Chair Helen Downey 

Social Chair (appointed in October) Cai Lynch    

Membership Chair Deedee Howell   

Education Chair Vivienne Allen 

Legislation Chair Andrée Turgeon 

Bulletin Editor Aline Elie 

 

       The September meeting was held at the Faculty Lounge, Bishop's 

University. The guest speakers were Ginette Bureau, author of Mona and 

Réal Faucher, a poet. Both read from their works, followed by a question 

and answer period.  

Bev Sanborn and Janice Parsons attended the Provincial Council 

Meeting, October 29, 1983 in Montreal. They reported positive feedback.  

At the November meeting, (Faculty Lounge of McGreer Hall) Danielle Coallier, 

President of the Montreal AFDU addressed the issue of pornography. She believes that 

CFUW has a responsibility to counter the effects of pornography and outlined three levels 

of action, (municipal, provincial and federal), that clubs could take to become involved. 

Also, at this meeting it was announced that Rhoda Matson was the new Vice-President of 

CFUW.  

Kendal Windeyer, Travel Editor of The Gazette, answered questions pertaining to 

travel, at the January meeting, at Le Provençal Restaurant, Rock Forest.  

The pot-luck supper, held at the Lennoxville Golf Course, in February, in honour of the 

new members, was considered a success.  

The March meeting was held at the National Film Board Office. Phil Lanthier 

moderated the discussion, following the film, "If You Love This Planet". It was suggested 

that as individuals or as a group, we should approach the Liberal leadership candidate and 

national leaders to discover their views regarding nuclear issues.  

Our Club hosted the Provincial Council Meeting, May 5, 1984, at Domaine St-Laurent. 

Fifty CFUW members were in attendance, seven from our Club.  

On May 23, 1984 the Annual General Meeting was held at the Lennoxville Golf 

Course (a buffet dinner). Our guest, Paul McKenna discussed flower and plant care. At this 

meeting, plans were finalized for the 2nd Annual garage sale, golf day and theatre night at the 

Piggery. Also, it was noted that Lennoxville has been designated as a cultural village and a festival 

celebration week-end has been planned. The Historical Society asked our Club to run a "store" from 

July 5-8, 1984 at one of the local elementary schools. We would be responsible for the money, 

security and coding of the articles for sale. The Club felt it would be a good opportunity to raise our 

profile in the community as well as to provide a service.  
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1984 – 1985                                 President:  Bev Sanborn                   71 members 

 

Past President Janice Parsons 

Secretary  Sue Haddon    

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Barbara de Vos    

CFUW Representative Barbara Pye 

Programme Chair Nicole Clément   

Social Chair Cai Lynch    

Membership Secretary Deedee Howell 

Education Chair Ann Sparkes 

Legislation Chair Gillian Seale 

Bulletin Editor Janet Angrave 

Interest Group Coordinator Linda Allen 

 
1984 was the year of the "Decade of Women" which was recognized by the Club 

through its programme of special speakers which included Vivienne Allen outlining the 

portrayal of women in literature, Francine McKenzie, President of the Conseil du Statut 

de la Femme, and Sam McConnachie and Anna Haller who described a student 

exchange trip to the Arctic.  

A "Hands Across the Border" meeting was organized at Domaine St. Laurent, 

Compton, by the Provincial Council which was attended by University Women’s club 

members from Canada and U.S. border states. Many of our members attended and helped in the organization 

of the event. Topics for joint study were considered and a strong recommendation for twinning with U.S. 

neighbour clubs was made at this meeting. Rhoda Matson attended the AAUW Maine Division Spring 

Convention as part of the "Hands Across the Border" initiative. The Club passed a motion to provide funds to 

local members to travel to "Hands Across the Border" meetings. Many members were interested in twinning. 

The IFUW guidelines for twinning recommended communication links, study and exchange of information, 

and participation in joint projects. Sherbrooke and District was interested in informal meetings and discussion 

of local concerns that we have in common, such as acid rain. In recognition of these shared concerns the Club 

invited Dr. Mariafranca Marcelli of the University of Vermont and a member of the Burlington UWC to speak 

on this topic. There was no feedback from American clubs concerning our proposal about twinning.  

This year saw the establishment of a Champlain College Prize to be given to a local woman completing 

her second year in pure and applied sciences and intending to pursue further studies.  

The essay contest was moved from Galt to elementary schools in the region. It was felt that there were 

more contests available to the high school but few at the elementary level. The idea was to encourage youth at 

a younger age to take an interest in creative writing.  

Interest Groups were active with the Book Club reviewing a book each month, the Environmental Group 

writing articles for local newspapers to raise the profile of Sherbrooke & District UWC and to raise 

consciousness of the community about environmental issues. A House and Gardens Group was established as 

well as a Discovery Group to take monthly excursions to places and events of interest. The International Dining 

Group continued to be popular.  

The third annual golf day was held in June ending with a sandwich buffet. The Club also organized a 

special theatre evening at the Piggery where a block of thirty-five tickets was purchased at special rates.  

  Gordon Ladd, a Townships' artist, spoke on a project to paint Grist Mills to be accompanied by a history 

provided by local people. He also demonstrated his talent by creating a painting with the help of several 

members whose previously unknown artistic talent blended with Mr. Ladd's in an unusual landscape work.  
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1985– 1986                                  President:  Bev Sanborn                   76 members 

 

Past President Janice Parsons 

Vice-President Sam McConnachie 

Secretary Carole Smith     

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Barbara de Vos 

CFUW Representative Helen Downey   

Programme & Social Chairs Nicole Clément  & Joyce Perkins 

Social & Political Action Chair Deedee Howell 

Membership Chair Zillah Loney 

Education Chair Ann Sparkes 

Bulletin Editors Janet Angrave & Ann Sparkes 

Interest Group Coordinator Myrna MacAulay 

  

      The Club hosted a Book Fair on Townshippers’ Day in September to sell 

used books. The cookbook was reprinted with updated sections on microwave 

and low-cal cooking. Since the CFUW Annual Meeting was to be held in 

Montreal in June our Club was asked to provide scratch pads to participants and 

print the menu for the closing banquet. Several members attended and assisted 

with registration at CFUW's Annual Meeting.  

A most interesting request from the steering committee for the CFUW AGM was that each 

club should be represented by a banner. A committee formed and Elaine Cleary, Margo Jarvis, 

Nicole Clément, and Lucille Derick met to discuss ideas. They decided the banner should have a 

landscape theme and approached Melita Mildon (artist from Alexander GaIt High School) to make 

the initial sketch. This was later modified by Lucille Derick to include a church and buildings more 

typical of the region. Noting the long tradition of sheep raising in the Eastern Townships, Lucille 

used all-wool fabrics in an appliqué technique to translate Melita's sketch into reality. Thus our Club 

became the proud owner of a banner which beautifully reflects the Townships region.  

A letter was sent to the Minister of Cultural Affairs stating our Club’s support for the creation 

of the Uplands Museum. Meetings were held featuring various speakers: Monique Nadeau-Saumier 

on the history of jewellery; Antoine Sirois speaking on the literary movement in the Townships up 

to the 1950's as compared to the present day; Ian Hume, a track and field star, spoke on his life in 

athletics; and Gil Ross spoke on whaling. At the closing meeting Della Goodsell, President of 

Townshippers’ Association described issues in which women should become involved, topics as 

diverse as pensions and rape.  

During the year the Book Group, Environment Group and Entertainment-Dining Group carried 

out regular meetings. The Discovery Group took an enjoyable trip to Stowe to visit the Trapp Family 

Lodge for lunch. An Astronomy Group was organized to view Halley's Comet and Social and 

Political Action tried to get more Club participation by hosting a meeting. It was not successful. The 

golf day was also postponed due to declining interest.  

The essay contest was continued and all prizes were awarded including the Eileen Healy and 

Champlain College Prizes.  

Bev Sanborn was presented with a President's pin for outstanding service over a three-year 

period as President. 
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1986– 1987                           President:  Myrna MacAulay            77 members 

 

Past President Bev Sanborn 

Vice-President Janice Parsons 

Secretary Carole Smith     

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Barbara de Vos 

CFUW Representative Val Reeve   

Programme Chair Paulette Losier   

Social & Political Action Chairs Heather Thomson replaced Deedee Howell 

Social Chair Margie Woollerton   

Membership Chair Marg Gear   

Bulletin Editor Janet Angrave 

Interest Group Coordinator Sunita Budhiraja 

 

 The first general meeting was held at the Faculty Lounge on 

September 23, 1986. A survey on programme formats was held and 

preference was expressed for a dinner meeting with speaker. Interest 

Groups were as follows: Book, Environment, Discovery, International 

Dining, Women's Issues and House and Garden. Nancy Montgomery 

demonstrated techniques of floral arrangement.  

The second meeting was held on October 21, 1986 at La Réserve. 

Monique Gagnon-Tremblay spoke on "Women in Politics".  Copies of 

the constitution were made available and our banner, designed by Lucille Derick, was put 

on display for the first time. Present at the meeting was Marie Morin (V.P. CFUW) and 

Dorothy Anderson (English Director CFUW).  At the executive meeting on November 25, 

1986, Bev Sanborn was presented with the Past President's pin.  

A more suitable meeting place was chosen at the CLSC Gaston Lessard for the 

presentation by Dr. Derek Booth on June 28, 1986. The topic of his slide presentation and 

talk was “The Waterways of the Townships".  

A motion was made to discontinue the essay contest for a year due to lack of 

participation. The Environment Group decided to collect old eye glasses as a recycling 

project.  

A pot-luck dinner was held at Old Lennoxville Golf Club on February 12, 1987 at 

which Peggy Herring showed slides of a recent visit to the Soviet Union.  

On March 24, 1987 a panel discussion on child abuse was held at CLSC Gaston 

Lessard and was very well-attended. Lorraine Codère was the moderator.  

At an executive meeting on April 28, 1987 it was moved by the Education Chair that 

the money allocated for the essay contest winners should be given to a deserving student 

in the Nursing Assistant's Program at Galt. The motion was carried.  

Gordon Philbrick, a retired teacher from Galt was the speaker at the closing dinner 

meeting at Auberge des Gouverneur on May 21, 1987. He gave us a humorous look at the 

changes in the education scene over the years. Nancy Duhane was awarded the Champlain 

Prize and Sharon Runions received the Eileen Healy Prize.  
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1987 - 1988                       President: Myrna MacAuley                  82 members 

 

Past President Bev Sanborn 

Vice-President Val Reeve 

Secretary Ann Sparkes 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Melita Mildon 

Programme Chair Paulette Losier 

Social Chair Carole Smith & Sue Haddon 

Membership Chair Marg Gear 

Bulletin Editor Bev Sanborn (Intermediary) 

Political Action Chair Heather Thomson 

 

During 1987-88, Sherbrooke and District University Women were 

pleased to introduce five interesting guest speakers to their membership. 

Janet Weber, a nutritionist from the Sherbrooke Hospital attended a 

September meeting and gave us an informative and current talk on our 

nutritional needs. Divorce Law was the topic at our November general 

meeting when Joseph Cassar, a well-known local lawyer was our guest 

speaker. The guest speaker for the January general meeting was Jacques 

Drisuent. His interesting and informative talk focused on his 

archaeological findings while living on Lake Memphremagog. Following our Club's 

tradition, new members were welcomed at a pot-luck dinner and were fortunate to have the 

opportunity to meet and hear our guest speaker, Dorothy Anderson, for the March general 

meeting. Dorothy Anderson, Provincial Director (English sector) spoke briefly, outlining 

various concerns of national interest. Reverend Ron Reeve was guest speaker at our annual 

May dinner meeting.  

Club concerns during 1987-88 were lack of university funding by governments, the 

Meech Lake Accord; the concern for women's rights, environmental issues, including the 

ozone layer, acid rain; and deforestation. Concern for the elderly was expressed and 

"Operation Christmas Basket" was initiated.  Our Club filled and delivered Christmas fruit 

baskets to five seniors’ homes in the area. A Valentine Tea was organized and hosted by 

four energetic Club members for the senior citizens at the Rolling Hills Home in 

Lennoxville.  

The executive members discussed and decided to turn over the University Women's 

Club files to Bishop's University Library. The archives and files were to remain open to 

the public.  
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1988 - 1989                     President: Ann Sparkes                      74 members 

 

Past President Myrna MacAulay 

Vice-President & Programme Chair   Paulette Losier 

Secretary Marg Gear 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Melita Mildon 

Social Chair Sue Haddon & Carole Smith 

Education Chair Janet Angrave 

Bulletin Editor Lorraine Codère 

Interest Group Coordinator Sunita Budhiraja 

 

 

The first general meeting was held in October at the Lennoxville 

Golf Club with a catered dinner and guest speaker Pat Abbott, 

Assistant Editor of Protect Yourself magazine.  

Melita Mildon and Carole Smith, members, demonstrated crafts 

and Brian Heath demonstrated 'cut and pierce' lampshades at the 

November meeting held at the Lennoxville CLSC.  

A general meeting was held at Uplands Museum in Lennoxville. 

Muriel Brand spoke on the history and purchase of the museum. Guest speaker was Ginette 

Martin, Manager of the CIBC Lennoxville. 

The Annual General Meeting was held at Uplands. Guest speaker was Donna Logan, 

Program Director CBC radio.  

The Book Club, International Dining and the Environment Group continued their 

activities.  

Marjorie Goodfellow conducted a three-hour workshop on lobbying skills.  

Five Club members attended the Provincial Council Meeting in Montreal. Dorothy 

Anderson, Quebec VP, was voted as our proxy at the CFUW meeting.  

Club members delivered fruit baskets to five local seniors' nursing homes.  
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1989 - 1990                       President: Paulette Losier                 75 members 

 

Past President & CFUW Representative Ann Sparkes 

Vice-President Colleen Lyon 

Secretary Marg Gear 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Doris Fidler 

Programme Chair Jane Mallory & Myrna MacAulay 

Social Chair Lorraine Codère & Sunita Budhiraja 

Membership Chair Kathryn Barlow 

Education Chair Janet Angrave 

Bulletin Editor Jean Boluk 

 

The membership was consulted on topics of interest at the opening 

meeting in October. Top on the list were topics relating to environmental 

problems, both local and world-wide. Next an interest was expressed in 

new provincial legislation relating to women's rights in the event of 

marriage break-up. Other topics included literacy, problems of aging, and 

abortion. During the year many of the subjects were addressed at Club 

meetings.  

Mr. Clifford Lincoln addressed a large meeting of members and guests on the 

environment, pointing out that fifty acres of forest disappear every minute, that clean water 

is in short supply, garbage build-up is expanding and that we must be concerned about 

what environment our children will inherit. In the meantime the world armament budget is 

in the $3 trillion range when 1% of this ($10 billion) would go a long way towards 

correcting environmental damage.  

The Club invited Nathalie Poisson, a notary from Lennoxville, to address the Club 

about Bill 146, the new Family Patrimony Law governing the disposal of assets in the case 

of marriage break-up, and Bill 145, the new Public Curators Bill providing people in good 

health the opportunity to decide what financial arrangements should be instituted in the 

case of ill health when they are too ill to act for themselves. It also permits a person to 

make decisions now about the use of extraordinary measures to maintain life in the future 

if one’s health prospects are bleak. Everyone should make such provisions because one’s 

future is unknown and a serious accident may leave no provisions for important decisions.  

Marion Fear, Coordinator of the Literacy Program for E.T.S.B. addressed our group 

about their work and the Club voted to co-sponsor a play Reading the Signs about how 

literacy affects four different people.  

Lucille Derick painted a picture which was donated to CFUW to be used as a 

fundraiser at the Annual Meeting to be held in Moncton. It was raffled and the sum of $165 

sent to the École Polytechnique for the scholarship fund in memory of the fourteen 

murdered women engineering students.  
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Cynthia Dow, Regional Director of the Office of Official Languages was to speak at 

the Annual Meeting.  

During the year only three Interest Groups were active: the Book Group, the 

Environment Group, and International Dining.  

 

 

 

 

In tribute to the fourteen women murdered I the École Polytechnique massacre.  CFUW 

Charitable Trust created four CFUW 1989 École Polytechnique Commemorative 

Awards. 

 

Annie Turcotte, a student at Champlain and Sonia Pelletier, a student in a Bishop’s ESL 

Programme were among those killed.  CFUW Sherbrooke & District contributes 

regularly towards the funding of these awards. 
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1990 - 1991               President: Paulette Losier                          75 members 

 

Past President Ann Sparkes 

Secretary Marg Gear 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Lucille Derick 

Programme Chair Janet Angrave 

Social Chairs Sunita Budhiraja & Kathy Davey 

Membership Chair Kathryn Barlow 

Education Chair Janet Angrave 

Bulletin Editor Jean Boluk 

Interest Group Coordinator Heather Thomson 

  

The year opened with a meeting in October at the Lennoxville Golf 

Course where Geraldine Lane gave an interesting presentation on the 

history of Lennoxville.  

This fall a Book Fair was organized by Cai Lynch and Carole Smith. 

This successful venture raised $1055 for the Scholarship Foundation.  

Interest Groups, including those concerned with the Environment, 

Books, Social and Political Action and International Dining, continued to 

meet. Marie Boulanger started up an Art Appreciation Group, which went to see a 

fascinating display at the Montreal Museum of Fine Art.  

The Club was treated to the lovely voices of Bishop's Chapel Choir at the Christmas 

dinner meeting at Uplands Museum.  

Marilyn Kane came to our February meeting at Bishop's Faculty Lounge to speak to 

us on the Department of Indian Affairs and her experiences of Mohawk life at the 

Kahnawake Reserve.  

We returned to the Lennoxville Golf Course in April to welcome new members at a 

pot-luck dinner where Dave Shields presented a slide show of a visit to Germany with 

Alexander Galt students.  

Fruit baskets were delivered to five senior citizen homes. A $50 donation was made 

to the Sawyerville Library and a $200 Student Emergency Loan was made.  

The year ended at the Fine Gueule Restaurant with the Annual General Meeting in 

May. Two of our prize winners were present. Those receiving awards were: Christina Grant 

(Eileen Healy Prize), Eleni Galanis (Champlain College Prize), Louise Darche (Galt Office 

Specialists Prize), Ronnie Knapp and Nicole Bird (Daphne Codère French Prizes). Melanie 

Hartzell spoke on youth environmental conferences and her trip to the rain forests of Costa 

Rica.  
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1991 - 1992                      President: Norma Siddiqui           76 members 

 

Past President Paulette Losier 

Vice-President Margo Jarvis 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Linda Allen 

Programme Chair Maureen Taylor 

Social Chairs Mary Ann Morin & Helen Downey 

Membership Chair Nancy Brown 

Education Chair Loretta Czernis 

Bulletin Editor Deedee Howell 

Interest Group Coordinator Diane Taylor 

 

The year started with a planning meeting in October at the 

Lennoxville Golf Course. We lacked a President but Norma Siddiqui 

graciously volunteered for the position in November.  

This year the Book Club, International Dining Group and the Social 

and Political Action Group were all very active. A brief was sent on 

behalf of the Club to the Special Joint Committee for a Renewed Canada. Also a list of 

points was compiled why Quebec should remain in Canada and was presented at the 

Provincial Council Meeting.  

The Book Fair ran again in the fall and raised $588 for the Scholarship Fund. Lower 

sales were attributed to the depressed economic times.  

Norma Siddiqui and Susie Massoud surveyed women as part of the “Women in 

Universities Project” for CFUW.  

The Christmas dinner meeting at Uplands Museum was followed by a delightful recital 

by Sydney Carbol.  

A panel discussion on the needs and problems of seniors was organized in February at 

the new Sherbrooke Library. Rod McIver, Grace Johnston, Dr. Gilla Family and Carolyn 

Jones ably answered all our questions.  

The pot-luck dinner in April at the Lennoxville Golf Course welcomed new members 

and Dr. Gwendolyn Trottein gave an interesting slide presentation on the depiction of 

women in Renaissance art.  

Fruit baskets were delivered to five nursing homes. A $75 donation was made to Ayer's 

Cliff Library and a $300 Student Emergency Loan was given.  

The Annual General Meeting in May was held over dinner at Motel La Réserve. Three 

of the following prize winners were present:  Katherine Warlund (Eileen Healy Prize); 

Christine Bergeron (Champlain College Prize); Nicole Bird (Galt Office Assistants Prize); 

Melissa Pinchin; and Angela Locke (Daphne Codère French Prizes).  
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The year closed with plans for a benefit night at the Piggery Theatre to raise money 

for the Scholarship Foundation and a 25th Anniversary Party in September. We looked 

forward to hosting the Provincial Council Meeting in 1993.  On Norma Siddiqui’s 

suggestion, several members of the Executive updated the Club history over the summer, 

using minutes of meetings from 1976-1992. 

 

 

 

Recipients of award for outstanding contributions  

to the Eastern Townships Community 

November 1992 

 

 

Left to right:  Myrna MacAulay, Madge Paulette and Marjorie Goodfellow 
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1992 - 1993                       President:    Norma Siddiqui                        87 members 

 

Past President Paulette Losier 

1st Vice-President Mary Ann Morin 

2nd Vice-President  Margo Jarvis 

Secretary       Wendy King 

Treasurer  Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair       Linda Allen 

Programme & Legislation  Maureen Taylor 

Social Chairs Helen Downey & Janice Parsons 

Membership Chair Nancy Brown 

Education Chair Loretta Czernis 

Bulletin Editors Deedee Howell & Heather Wynne 

Interest Group Coordinator  Diane Taylor 

 

 The year opened with a 25th Anniversary Reunion.  There were 

seventy-seven members and guests present for dinner where the cake 

was artfully decorated like the Club banner.  A gold President’s pin was 

presented to Lorraine Codère, our founding President.  A painting of the 

Principal’s Residence of Bishop’s University by Kay Kinsman was 

given to Eileen Healy.  She was visiting from Victoria and suggested the 

club form a non-profit organization to handle the Scholarship Foundation and to encourage 

tax-deductible donations. (see Appendix 1)  A plaque was presented to Claire Heilig as our 

longest-serving executive member (twenty years).  The updated Club history was released. 

 In addition to the five meetings regularly held, there was an additional one to 

encourage members to become involved in Club activities.  Dr. Melissa Clark-Jones spoke 

on violence against women in October and suggested establishing a hotline for Anglophone 

women in our area.  Also, we honoured three members for the first Women’s History 

Month that had been established by the Federal Council on the Status of Women: Myrna 

MacAulay (educator and administrator); Madge Paulette (school board commissioner) and 

Marjorie Goodfellow (founding member of Townshipper’s Association).  The December 

meeting featured Thomas Ransom and Christmas guitar music.  Mordecai Richler spoke 

on February 8, 1993 (the actual date of our 25th anniversary) and read from his book, Oh 

Canada! Oh Quebec!  There were over four-hundred people in attendance and the venue 

had to be moved from Bandeen Hall to Centennial Theatre to accommodate the crowd.  

Admission was by donation with excess going to the Scholarship Foundation.  A pot-luck 

was held in April to welcome new members and discuss the eight CFUW resolutions and 

the Club formulated five amendments.  The AGM in June awarded three prizes to students.  

Archdeacon Lynn Ross spoke on a recent trip to South Africa where he had met with 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu and anti-apartheid activist, Nelson Mandela. 

 Interest Groups included the Book Club, International Dining, a Discovery Group and 

a Luncheon Study Group.  The Discovery Group was new this year and went on outings to 
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visit a yoga centre in Sutton, a vernissage at a local art gallery and a gourmet picnic with 

llamas.  The Study Group examined wife abuse, especially of immigrants, among other 

topics. 

 The Book Fair was not held this year but a Public Speaking Contest was organized for 

the local high schools to replace the essay competition that had lapsed a few years earlier.  

Alexander Galt and Richmond Regional participated with two prizes awarded at each level 

in each school.  A benefit evening at the Piggery Theatre raised over $700 for the 

Scholarship Investment Fund.  Norma Siddiqui applied for incorporation of the Scholarship 

Foundation by order of Letters Patent from the Quebec government.  The names of Mary 

Ann Morin, Claire Heilig and Wendy King were placed on the provisional Board of 

Directors.  Norma had asked Mary Ann to carry on in her absence as she was about to leave 

on sabbatical. 

 The executive was kept extremely busy.  They hosted the Provincial Council Meeting 

in May, at which Janyne Hodder, Deputy Minister of Education, spoke on the topic of 

school drop-outs.  A letter-writing campaign was initiated concerning the Bosnian situation 

and alleged ethnic cleansing.  Our Club pressured CFUW to initiate proceedings with the 

UN through IFUW to make rape a war crime.  Numerous press releases were sent to local 

media on the constitutional proposals and Canadian unity.  We received a letter from 

CFUW Kitchener-Waterloo on Canadians’ need for Quebec, which was personally signed 

by all one hundred and thirteen members.  A video, Short-changing Women, Short-

changing America, was shown to teachers at Lennoxville Elementary School with the aim 

of encouraging girls to study science.  Money was raised for L’Escale shelter through the 

sale of Montreal Polytechnique commemorative buttons.  Fruit baskets were delivered to 

six homes.  The President was asked to appear on local TV (Cable 11) to explain our Club 

and its goals.  Norma suggested we change the technical prize to reward a mature student, 

either a mother or a returning student with good marks. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25th anniversary celebration:  Eileen Healy received a painting by Kay Kinsman  

from Norma Siddiqui on behalf of the Club 
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1993-1994                            President:  Mary Ann Morin           83 members 

 

Past President Norma Siddiqui 

Vice-Presidents Sunita Budhiraja & Margo Jarvis 

Recording Secretary Wendy King 

Corresponding Secretary Céline Bérubé 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Christine Ljungkull 

Programme Chairs Deedee Howell & Mona Nassar 

Social Chairs Colleen Lyon & Heather Stewart 

Membership Chair Nancy Brown 

Education Chair Audrey Arnot 

Bulletin Editors Janet Angrave, Cai Lynch & Heather 

Wynne-Pomykala 

Interest Group Coordinator Diane Taylor 

 

                                                   Scholarship Foundation 

President Mary Ann Morin 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

 

The Scholarship Foundation was registered as a charitable organi-

zation with Revenue Canada November 23, 1993.  It was registered as 

a charitable organization with Revenue Québec February 10th, 1994.   

The Foundation started issuing receipts for tax purposes in January 

1994.  A Benefit Theatre Night at the Piggery raised $797 for the Schol-

arship Fund.  The official name is “Fondation des Bourses d’études des 

Femmes Diplômées des Universités, Région Sherbrooke”.  The Technical Institute Prize 

description was adopted and reads: “The Sherbrooke and District University Women’s 

Club Prize to a woman or women in a course given by the Eastern Townships Technical 

Institute is to be inaugurated in 1994. In addition to completing her course with high marks, 

the winner should meet at least one of the following criteria: she has returned to school 

after several years in the work force or home and she is a mother with the responsibility of 

her children”. (see Appendix 2 for a list of all the awards). 

The program this year addressed a variety of topics.  The presentation by Jan Draper 

on her travels to India and “Women in India” included a fashion show.  Dr. Robin Burns 

talked about Bishop’s University’s Sesquicentennial, highlighting life and education at the 

University in his presentation “150 years and Counting”.  Mrs. Gabrielle Bertrand 

recounted the history of her politically active family and of her nine-year experience in 

Federal Parliament.  Members attending the annual pot-luck supper were entertained by 

Ann Rothfels, who gave the background of her storytelling group and narrated three unique 
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stories.  The year concluded with Sandra Connolly’s presentation “Safety of Women in our 

Urban Environment”. 

Four regional high schools, Alexander Galt RHS, Richmond RHS, Bishop’s College 

School and Stanstead College participated in the Public Speaking Contest April 19, 1994 

in Bandeen Hall, Bishop’s University.  Two prizes each for Cycle l and Cycle ll were 

presented. 

Interest Groups continued to be popular. The Discovery Group included the Pot-luck 

supper, “Introduction to Weaving” and the “International Women’s Day” show.  The 

Luncheon Discussion Group met with Sunita Budhiraja, as its leader.  The Book Club, with 

Sylvia Smith as its leader, met the fourth Monday of the month.  The International Dining 

Group, with Diane Taylor as its leader, met the third Wednesday of the month.  The first 

dinner was at Casa Cherico. 

Five Easter baskets were distributed to homes for the elderly.  The Lennoxville Library 

received this year’s library donation. 

It was decided that news from other University Women’s Clubs be included in the 

Bulletin and that the title “editor” will replace the term “bulletin girls”. 

Dues for 1993-1994 were $35 for regular member and $30 for senior and associate 

members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

Minutes of General Meeting of October 4, 1993 
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1994 – 1995                       President:  Ruth McKeage                       83 members 

 

Past President Mary Ann Morin 

1st Vice-President Wendy King 

2nd Vice-President Margo Jarvis 

Secretary Sandra Nelson 

Corresponding Secretary Céline Bérubé 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Marlis Wehr 

Programme Chairs Mona Nassar & Eva Scheib 

Social Chairs Gina Khayat & Jane Mallory 

Membership Chair Nancy Brown 

Education Chair Audrey Arnot 

Bulletin Editors Janet Angrave, Cai Lynch & Jacquie Yeats 

Typing Jacqueline Yeats 

Interest Group Coordinator Diane Taylor 

 

                                   Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Marlene Provencher 

 

1994 started off with concerns of accumulating archives, getting to 

know our members better, inviting more Francophone women to our 

club, and working to keep Quebec in Canada. 

Dining Out included: Frederic Halin’s Le Moulin (North Hatley) 

and La Rose des Sables (Sherbrooke).  The Piggery Theatre event 

resulted in $707 profit for Scholarships.  One of the first guest speakers 

was Norma Siddiqui on her travels and experiences in Pakistan.  The 

Christmas general meeting was held at the Uplands Museum with Christmas singing, flute 

and piano music.  

In October 1994: A thank-you letter was received from the Taylor Home in Sawyerville 

for the Easter Baskets.  Scholarships were available for inactive students and the Daphne 

Codère prizes were given at Alexander Galt High School.  Financially the cash in the Bank 

and GIC amounted to $7908.73.  In November 1994:  A thank-you and gift was sent to Ken 

Herring for the auditing of our club’s books and those of the Scholarship Foundation.  The 

Piggery Theatre benefit brought the scholarship funds up by $707.  Finances rose to 

$8527.95 from $7908.73.  In January 1995:  The Sherbrooke and District University 

Women’s Club unanimously agreed to support two Resolutions:  Universal Healthcare and 

Anti-Personnel Mines.  The Club also conveyed this motion in writing to CFUW. 
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Dining Out was at the B.E. Restaurant and La Devinière.  Events included an   

exhibition of Nina Owen’s paintings and a piano concert at Bishop’s.  The Scholarship 

Foundation received three donations as of January 1995.  Finances were $9134.76 and still 

rising.   

Guest Speakers were:  Heather Craw, dietician at the CHUS; Doleena Giguère spoke 

on Breast Cancer; and Gabrielle Jung spoke on Women & Wealth (investment). 

 

Easter Baskets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Janet Angrave and Sunita Budhiraja 
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1995 – 1996                          President:  Ruth McKeage                      80 members 

 

Past President Mary Ann Morin 

1st Vice-President Gina Khayat 

2nd Vice-President Margo Jarvis 

Secretary Gillian Seale & Betty Greer 

Corresponding Secretary Céline Bérubé 

Treasurer Claire Heilig 

Publicity Chair Eileen Curran 

Programme Chairs Mona Nassar & Eva Scheib 

Social Chairs Lucille Derick & Rosa Morelli 

Membership Chair Wendy King 

Education Chair Norma Reiss 

Typing Jacqueline Yeats 

Bulletin Editor Janet Angrave 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Marlene Provencher 

 

In September 1995, it was reported that the Piggery Theatre 

Benefit received $345 less than the previous year of $707.  The first 

speaker of the Club’s year was Principal Janyne Hodder, talking on her 

career and influences.  The financial report from the Club’s Treasurer, 

Claire Heilig, reported that from June 12 - September 6, 1995 there was 

cash in the bank of $1834.96 and Guarantee Investments of $6000 

amounting to a total of $7834.96. 

At the November 2, 1995 meeting, there was a clarification of the Club’s name for 

the Minutes.  The Executive Meeting of the Sherbrooke and District University Women’ 

Club is also the Executive Meeting of the Sherbrooke and District University Women’s 

Scholarship Foundation.  It is the same for the General Meetings. 

A motion was moved by Norma Reiss and seconded by Gina Khayat to mandate the 

President to notify CFUW that the votes of Sherbrooke and District University Women go 

to Ann Power for President of CFUW.  Pre-referendum letters received from clubs across 

Canada were published in the Bulletin, and Ruth McKeage along with Hugette Hébert, Eva 

Scheib and Marlis Wehr were featured on the cover of the 1996 Communicator concerning 

the “Referendum Aftermath-Living with Uncertainty”.  There was lobbying for CAN West 

TV into the Townships area.  Norma Reiss presented a French book on the Inuit as a prize 

for French with the approval of the Club. 
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In November, a typist was found for the Bulletin, who was paid $20 per issue.  

Alexander Galt was absorbing the cost of the printing.  The reason for paying a typist was 

because they had to have their minutes, especially their General Meeting minutes translated 

into French.   

Daphne Codère Memorial Prizes (French dictionaries) were presented November 11, 

1995.  Christina Doel, a local opera singer, was the entertainment for the December 

meeting at Uplands.  Restaurant outings from September 1995 to 1996 included La Rose 

des Vents in North Hatley, Le Baladi and a Christmas meeting at St. George’s Church.  

Easter baskets were sent to St. Paul’s Rest Home, Juanita Luce’s Rest Home, Taylor’s 

Home and Gary Drew’s Rest Home with the help of Nancy Brown, Doris Fidler and Jane 

Perry-Gore. 

The AGM was held on Monday June 3, 1996 in the Adams Dining room.  The guest 

speaker was Jean Charest, MP for Sherbrooke.  His topic was The Future of Canada.  

 

 

 

 

 

Left: Marie Brodeur, Ruth McKeage and Betty Logan on the right.   
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1996-1997                                 President:  Margo Jarvis                           65 members 

 

Past President Ruth McKeage 

Vice-President & Corresponding Secretary Paulina Grant 

Secretary Diane Taylor 

Treasurer Céline Bérubé 

Publicity Chair Eileen Curran 

Programme Chairs Mona Nassar & Eva Scheib 

Social Chairs Gina Khayat & Serafina Gagliardi 

Membership Chair Theo Brinkman 

Education Chair Norma Reiss 

Resolution Coordinator Hugette Hébert 

Bulletin Editor Carol Watkins 

Interest Group Coordinator Jane Mallory 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Norma Siddiqui 

      

During 1996-1997 activities included five general meetings, three 

special projects, two fundraising events, three Interest Groups and a 

public speaking competition.  The three special projects were: a visit by 

fourteen members to the Kitchener-Waterloo club; an oral history 

presentation on One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships; 

formulation of a resolution to protest changes to the Quebec loans and 

bursaries program to cut off funding to undergraduate students wishing 

to study in English outside Quebec; and to raise tuition fees for out-of-province students. 

The goal of the visit to Kitchener-Waterloo was to promote national unity and develop 

a deeper understanding of Quebec.  The title of this special November programme was 

“Referendum Aftermath – Living with uncertainty”.  One year later – where do we go from 

here?”  Representatives from our Club were:  Theo Brinckman, Lucille Derick, Hugette 

Hébert, Ruth McKeage, Jennifer McSponnan, Mary Rhodes, Eva Scheib, Diane Taylor, 

Marlis Wehr, and Thelma Westman.  The highlight of the visit was a panel discussion by 

four club members before four hundred CFUW members and guests!  Our club members 

were billeted, wined and dined during their stay by the Ontario hosts. At the pot-luck dinner 

the panelists reported back on their experience.  Collecting memories from one-room 

school era, recording and transcribing them was done in 1996-1997 and the tapes and 

transcripts were presented to the Eastern Townships Research Centre at a press conference.  

At the provincial meeting in May the Quebec CFUW clubs unanimously passed the 
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resolution against the changes being proposed by the Minister of Education, Pauline 

Marois.  

Fundraising events included a benefit night at the Piggery in North Hatley and a silent 

auction at the pot-luck dinner.  Other gatherings included a presentation on “Cross Dressing 

in Cinema” by Melissa Clark-Jones, entertainment by a children’s choir at the Christmas 

gathering, and a presentation by a CEGEP teacher on his experiences training teachers in 

many countries.  The Interest Groups included the Book Club, International Dining Out 

Group and a Discovery Group which visited a museum, the Body Shop and had a financial 

planning presentation. 

 

 
    

University Women’s Club speak on Quebec in Ontario 
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1997 – 1998                            President:  Paulina Grant                           69members 

 

Past President   Margo Jarvis 

Vice-President Janet Angrave 

Secretary & Assistant Diane Taylor & Carol Watkins 

Corresponding Secretary (Bilingual) Hugette Hébert 

Treasurer & Assistant Mary Rhodes & Chantal Rouleau 

Publicity Chair Eileen Curran 

Programme Chair & Assistant Carol McKinley & Erin Mallory 

Social Chairs Serafina Gagliardi & Hugette Hébert 

Membership Chair & Assistant Sunita Budhiraja & Norma Reiss 

Education Chair & Assistant Eva Scheib & Thelma Westman 

Bulletin Editor Carol Watkins 

Interest Group Coordinator & Assistant Jane Mallory & Jennifer McSporran 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Norma Siddiqui 

 

Interest Groups remained active during the year.  The Club began 

to study a proposal to establish a scholarship for a mature woman 

returning to school. 

The first general meeting of the year was held in October in the 

Faculty Lounge at Bishop's University.  Maggie Faulks, chair of the 

Eastern Townships School Board, spoke of the new arrangement of 

linguistic boards.  She emphasized the need for volunteers in the 

schools.  

At the December meeting held at Uplands, members described the holiday traditions 

of different countries.  A collection was made for the school breakfast program.  

The pot-luck meeting was held at Uplands in February.  As this is the thirtieth 

anniversary year of the club, Past Presidents were invited to speak about their memories 

and their aspirations for the club.  

A March meeting featured a silent auction and a panel of five members who discussed 

their experiences in the health services.  Decadent desserts were served at the Resolutions 

meeting in May. 

The Annual General Meeting took place at the Lennoxville golf club. The speaker was 

organic farmer Gudrun Brand who spoke on the topic “A Safe and Healthy Food Supply.  

Is it possible?”  
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Silent Auction 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janice Parsons with Claire Heilig. 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Mallory, Sunita Budhiraja and Paulina Grant 

 



 52 

1998 – 1999                   President:   Paulina Grant                         68 Members  

 

Past President Margo Jarvis 

Vice-President Janet Angrave 

Treasurer & Assistant Mary Rhodes & Chantal Rouleau 

Publicity Chair Gina Khayat 

Social Chair Serafina Gagliardi 

Membership Chair & Assistant Sunita Budhiraja & Norma Reiss 

Education Chair & Assistant  Eva Scheib & Thelma Westman 

Bulletin Editor Carol Watkins 

Interest Group Coordinator Jane Mallory 

   

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Norma Siddiqui 

 

A special event this year was a used book sale at Townshipper's 

Day in Cookshire, which raised $2,392 for the Scholarship Foundation.   

The first meeting took the form of a social gathering for 

conversation and signing for Interest Groups.  

In October CFUW VP Jacqueline Jacques reported on IFUW and 

Jennifer Fallon, RD (English) gave an account of the history and 

activities of CFUW.   

At the Christmas meeting at Uplands Leila Wegert gave us Christmas craft ideas.   

The pot-luck and silent auction were held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in 

Sherbrooke, with Sharon McCully, editor of the Sherbrooke Record, as speaker.   

In March, Monique Nadeau-Saumier gave an illustrated talk on “Space and Place in 

the Art of the Eastern Townships”.   

The year ended with the Resolutions meeting in April and the Annual General meeting 

in early June, at which Greg Tuck, Director of the Piggery Theatre, spoke about the 

upcoming season. 

During the year, there was a special executive meeting to discuss a resolution from the 

South Shore Club urging the Provincial Government to accord adequate funding to 

universities and to colleges.  As a result of working on this, members of the Education 

Committee were invited to a Liberal Party meeting. 
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1999 – 2000            President:  Janet Angrave                   82 members 

 

Past President Paulina Grant 

Vice-President Mona Nassar 

Secretary Margery Strom 

Corresponding Secretary Eva Scheib 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair Carol McKinley 

CFUW Representative Marlis Wehr 

Programme Chairs Ruth McKeage & Norma Reiss 

Social Committee Chair Serafina Gagliardi 

Membership Chairs Jean Cruickshank & Wendy King 

Education Chair Thelma Westman 

Bulletin Editor Sooky Dunton 

Interest Group Coordinator Bev Taber Smith 

Archivist Jane Mallory 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Norma Siddiqui 

 

To start the year Jean Cruikshank and Wendy King, Membership, 

sent out a letter to former members, which resulted in the return of 

twelve women.  Ruth McKeage and Norma Reiss set up a stimulating 

agenda for the year, beginning with cocktails and dinner.  Our guest 

speaker, Senator Céline Hervieux-Payette, spoke about “Challenges and 

Opportunities through Public Service.”  Many local women involved in 

politics, including MNA Monique Gagnon-Tremblay, were invited to attend.   

Other programmes included Mona Bandeen, a mentor in the University of Toronto 

entrepreneurship options.  A panel of members spoke about their post-secondary education 

experiences:  Mona Nassar (American University in Beirut), Marlis Wehr (Free University 

of Berlin), Mary Rhodes (Cambridge), Betty Philips (McGill and Harvard) and Thelma 

Pitman (Bishop’s).  In December, Jacqueline Jacques, VP and Jennifer Fallon, RD paid a 

visit to Uplands and enjoyed the music provided by musicians from Orchestre 

Symphonique des Jeunes de Sherbrooke.   

At the February pot-luck, Janyne Hodder, Bishop’s University Principal, moderated a 

panel of local students on the topic “The Future of the Educational System”.  Resolutions 

were discussed in April and the May AGM was held at the Lennoxville Golf Club.  Three 

founding members and our Treasurer, Claire Heilig, were honoured.  The members were 
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Lorraine Codère, first President; Thelma Pitman; and Mary Chinn.  CFUW Certificates of 

Recognition were presented to each original member.  

Throughout the year, money was raised at meetings through Pass-the-Basket, a Silent 

Auction organized by Carol McKinley, a used book sale (Knowlton) and a night at the 

Piggery.  Donations were made to breakfast or lunch programs at local schools, three public 

libraries and fruit baskets to seniors’ homes (organized by Sunita Budhiraja). 

Five schools participated in the Public Speaking Contest and we hosted the Provincial 

Council meeting on April 29, 2000.  An estate sale, held at Marlis Wehr’s home on June 

17, 2000 brought in funds for the Scholarship Foundation.  Marlis, who had been our 

CFUW spokesperson, passed away after a difficult illness. 

In August, Janet Angrave attended her first AGM in Guelph, Ontario.  Club fees were 

$40 for regular members and $35 for social and associate members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet Angrave welcomed guest speaker, Janyne Hodder, Bishop’s Principal, to the 

Provincial Council Meeting held at Bishop’s University April 29, 2000. 
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2000 – 2001                               President:  Janet Angrave                        76 members 

 

Past President Paulina Grant 

Vice-President Eva Scheib 

Secretary Margery Strom & Heather Stewart 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair Carol McKinley 

Programme Chairs Sue Fletcher & Mona Nassar 

Social Chair Serafina Gagliardi 

Education Chair Thelma Westman & Ruth Evans 

Bulletin Editors Sooky Dunton & Teresa Skelton 

Interest Group Coordinator Bev Taber Smith 

Archivist Jane Mallory 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Norma Siddiqui 

 

The book sale in Cookshire brought in $1483 and the Piggery Night 

was also successful. 

Our regular meetings began in September.  Jean Morrison, an oral 

historian from CFUW Lakeshore, told us of the serious and lighter 

moments she encountered while collecting stories.  Burton McConnell 

spoke about personal banking decisions.  A health panel, composed of 

members Thelma Westman and Gabriella Jung, and past president, Marjorie Goodfellow, 

made the healthcare maze easier to understand.  Ann Power spoke on the role of CFUW 

and IFUW at a later meeting.   

Much time and effort went into planning the visit of VVAO members from Holland.  

They arrived on August 3, 2000 and spent the week-end with us.  Some activities included 

a visit to Bombardier Museum and the Art Gallery, and a pot-luck barbeque hosted by 

Chris Ljungkull and Douglas MacAulay. 

Many members had participated in the World March of Women in October held in 

Lennoxville as part of the week-long event.  At our February pot-luck, two students who 

had made a video of the event presented their film, along with their personal experiences 

and impressions. 

In April, the Town of Lennoxville gave our group a certificate for a Volunteer Group 

as many members were active community volunteers and also for our continued support of 

school food programs and municipal libraries. 



 56 

In December, we found it necessary to pass a motion making it mandatory for members 

to pay for a dinner after an affirmative reply had been given. 

The Daphne Codère Awards for Oral French, bursaries to university and CEGEP 

graduates and awards to best junior and senior public speakers were publicized giving us a 

more prominent profile in the local communities. 

The AGM in Montreal was attended by three members and our VVAO visitors 

attended the IFUW triennial in Ottawa soon after. 

A decision was made to offer an award to encourage and support a Club member 

returning to full-time studies.  The Wehr fund had accumulated $13,000, so a scholarship 

called the Marlis and Sigrid Wehr Mature Student Award was established, as well as a high 

school History prize in honour of Marlis, a former history teacher. 

Books were collected for the sale at Townshippers Day in Waterville. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking of our VVAO friends and our next trip to Holland 
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2001 – 2002                                   President:  Janet Angrave                    76 members 

 

Past President Paulina Grant 

Vice-President Eva Scheib 

Secretary Thelma Westman 

Corresponding Secretary Eva Scheib 

Treasurer & Assistant Mary Rhodes & Wendy Durrant 

CFUW Representative Dian Cohen 

Programme Chairs Sue Fletcher & Karin Foessl 

Social Chair Serafina Gagliardi 

Membership Chairs Nancy Brown & Maureen Taylor 

Education Chair Ann Belden 

Bulletin Editors Sooky Dunton & Teresa Skelton 

Interest Group Coordinator Bev Taber Smith 

Archivist Jane Mallory 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Claire Heilig 

Secretary Wendy King 

Treasurer Norma Siddiqui 

 

Two events, the Piggery Theatre night and the Book Sale brought 

in over $3000.  Our September meeting followed a different format with 

Interest Group sign-ups and a social hour.  In October we held a dinner 

meeting at the Dufferin Golf Club.  Gary Richards, our guest speaker 

and commissioner on the Estates General, recounted his experiences and 

talked about his recommendation that second language instruction 

should be increased at all levels.   

Awards Night at Galt saw the first recipient of the Marlis Wehr History Prize receive 

a book which had been in Marlis’ vast collection. 

December 6, 2001 was the night of our Christmas meeting at Uplands after the National 

Day of Remembrance at Bandeen Hall. 

In January, a Champlain College student, Arezo Yousufzai, sponsored by the Bishop’s 

and Champlain Refugee Sponsorship Committee, spoke of leaving her homeland, life as a 

refugee, relief at being chosen to continue her education and her desire to be a doctor so 

she can return to help her people. 

In April, the Resolutions meeting was held on Saturday morning for the first time.  

Attendance was small, but discussion was stimulating and informative. 
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From time to time, we have been asked to help at the ETSB Literary Arts Festival, 

organized by Past President, Paulette Losier.  Members enjoyed helping to sell children’s 

books as another way for us to reach out into the community. 

At the May AGM we said farewell to Norma Siddiqui, active member, Past President 

and founder of the Scholarship Foundation.  Her experience in the club and enthusiasm for 

new projects, have brought our club forward in the eyes of Quebec Clubs. 

Our AGM held at Le Président, was attended by many members and three visitors 

from Montreal; Dr. Chitra Chopra, VP; Jennifer Fallon, RD; and Mary Chinn.  Scholarship 

winners and guests were also present.  Dr. Chopra, guest speaker, spoke about the relevance 

of our membership in a national and international organization. 

A motion was passed, which raised the fees to $50 for regular members and for 

associate members $45 for 2002. 

Janet Angrave became Regional Director (Québec) for two years and continued to attend 

the national AGMs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 59 

2002 – 2003                         President:  Eva Scheib                           81 Members 

 

Past President                                             Janet Angrave 

Vice-President                                            Krystyna Kouri 

Secretary & Assistant                                                                                                         Rosemary Turmel & Elaine Evans 

Treasurer & Assistant                                                                                            Mary Rhodes & Wendy Durrant 

Publicity Chair Linda Allen 

CFUW Representative Dian Cohen 

Programme Chair & Assistant                                                       Bev Taber Smith & Catherine Watson                                               

Social Chairs Serafina Gagliardi & Maureen Taylor 

Membership Chair & Assistant                                                                                             Thelma Westman & Elaine Veilleux 

Education Chair & Assistant    Sue Fletcher & Bonny Wilkin 

Bulletin Editor                                             Sooky Dunton 

Interest Group Coordinators Ping Gee & Karin Foessl 

Archivist Paulina Grant 

  

                                           Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co – Secretary/Treasurers Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

Eight general meetings reflecting this year’s theme “Involved 

Townshippers” and seven executive meetings were held.  Our guest 

speakers included:  Claude Metras from the Sherbrooke City Executive.  

Also, Club members Bonny Wilkin and Elaine Veilleux spoke about 

Organ and Tissue Transplants.  Their presentation was a follow-up on 

last year’s CFUW resolution on Organ and Tissue Transplants.  A 

Christmas program of sing along with Keith Whittall and Gail Klinck 

was well attended.     

In January, Club member Janet Cowan-Weber presented a talk on “Nutrition of the 

Elderly”.  Once more, neighborhood pot-luck dinners were held at several locations to 

welcome new members.  Our Club presented the 11th Annual Public Speaking Contest, 

providing an impartial venue for five local high schools to compete.  In April, many 

members attended the Resolutions meeting to debate the merits and strengthen that year’s 

national resolutions.  Our special guest at the AGM in May was Roberta Balmer, CFUW 

Vice-President, Quebec, and President of the Quebec Council. 

The Scholarship Foundation entered a new phase with a change in its Board of 

Directors.  Dian Cohen and Anne McCormick joined Wendy King at its head.  The Club 

and Foundation were very successful in fundraising efforts in support of the Scholarship 

program.  Three very successful events were held:  Theatre Night at the Piggery, the Used 

Book Sale on Townshippers’ Day; and a Silent Auction.  A Club Members’ Award, to 
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encourage members to return to full-time studies, was implemented.  About $3000 was 

distributed in scholarships and awards. 

Seven Club members participated, in a visit and tour of the Netherlands at the 

invitation of the Dutch University Women’s Club (VVAO). (See Appendix 4) We joined 

with the American University Women’s clubs from Wisconsin in attending a National 

Conference on Ageism and Women and presented a paper written jointly by the 

participants. At the end of the visit we extended a return invitation to the Dutch women to 

visit the Eastern Townships.   

Two Club members, Linda Allen and Christine Ljungkull, received the Outstanding 

Achievement Awards from the town of Lennoxville; Linda for Education and Christine for 

Arts and Culture. 

The various Special Interest Groups met on a regular basis throughout the year.  The 

Book Group continued to thrive.  The Bridge Group collected a loonie from every player 

and distributed the funds to various worthy causes.  Dining Out and Fun with Cooking 

reflected our interest in enjoying tasty meals and socializing with other Club members.  

The Current Affairs group met on a regular basis and held a variety of discussions on 

political and social issues. 

A new special Interest Group, the Investment Club (SUWIC) was organized under the 

guidance of Dian Cohen, a well-known economist.  A Partnership Agreement was signed 

and twenty-eight members learned to read a balance sheet, follow the financial newspaper 

pages, and investigate the financial backgrounds of potential companies in which to invest. 

The creation of this Interest Group attracted many new members to our Club.  

 

 

 

Club AGM – Scholarship May 30, 2003 

Left to right:  Bonny Wilkin, award winner Sue Fletcher,  

Wendy King and Krystyna Kouri. 
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 2003 – 2004                              President:  Eva Scheib                                   86 members 

 

Past President                                      Janet Angrave 

First Vice-President                            Krystyna Kouri 

Second Vice-President                        Bev Taber Smith 

Secretary & Assistant   Rosemary Turmel & Janet Cowan-Weber 

Corresponding Secretary Joyce Fields 

Treasurer & Assistant Mary Rhodes & Wendy Durrant 

Publicity Chair Linda Allen 

CFUW Representative         Krystyna Kouri 

Programme Chair & Assistant    Bev Taber Smith & Catherine Watson 

Bulletin Editor    Carol Watkins 

Social Chairs                                Serafina Gagliardi & Maureen Taylor 

Membership Chair & Assistant Thelma Westman & Betty Logan 

Education Chairs Heather Bowman & Bonny Wilkin  

Legislation Chair Sooky Dunton 

Status of Women & Human Rights          Adele Ernstrom 

Interest Group Coordinators                                    Karin Foessl & Ping Gee 

Archivist   Paulina Grant 

           

 Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

Nine general meetings, including a neighborhood pot-luck dinner 

meeting, the Scholarship Foundation fundraising auction, a High School 

Public Speaking Contest, and a Resolutions meeting were held in 2003-

04.  The opening general meeting in September featured Club members 

who had participated in the VVAO Dutch visit.  They were Janet 

Angrave, Carol McKinley, Mary Rhodes, Eva Scheib, Bev Taber Smith, 

Petronella Van Dyck and Thelma Westman.  They spoke of the warm 

welcome, home hospitality, interesting itinerary and concluding conference on “Women 

and Ageism”.  The success of the visit and desire to continue the club exchanges determined 

that we would reciprocate in a few years.  A return visit of the VVAO in 2005 is now in the 

planning stage.  Our October meeting was a series of neighborhood pot-luck dinners.  This 

event introduced our new members and facilitated carpooling for later meetings and events.  

A very successful Silent Auction, organized by Dian Cohen for the benefit of the 

Scholarship Foundation, was held in November.  Christmas entertainment was provided by 

Keith Whittall and Gail Klinck.  Motivated by the Sally Armstrong lecture, our traditional 

collection was designated for the “Canadian Women for Afghanistan Women’s Fund”.    
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In January, the programme continued with guest speaker, Kevin Robinson, talking 

about railroads. That was followed in February by Karin Foessl sharing her experiences on 

the Camino de Santiago Pilgrimage. She and her husband John walked eight hundred km 

on foot, carrying a ten-kg backpack, from Saint-Jean Pied de Port to Santiago de 

Compostella.  One guest, intending to do the walk, was so impressed by our speaker and 

our Club, that she promptly joined CFUW.  She has been an active member ever since, and 

now sits on the executive.   

The March general meeting featured our guest Hank Avery speaking about the remains 

of a slave cemetery at Niger Rock (St Armand) and his efforts to gain recognition for this 

historical site.  At this meeting, we supported a provincial resolution on the banishment of 

puppy mills. In April, we held our Resolutions meeting.  The 12th Annual Public Speaking 

Contest was held in early May.  Our final meeting, the AGM, was held in May and 

introduced our scholarship winners.   

Two special events were held to raise funds for our Club’s goal - to raise $ 750 to pay 

a one-year teacher’s salary in Afghanistan.  The first event, featuring Sally Armstrong, 

author of Veiled Threat, partially contributed to our fundraising goal and to our greater 

understanding of the hardships endured by the women and girls of Afghanistan.  For the 

second event, we invited Lauren Oates, from the group Rights and Democracy, to speak. 

The resulting donations enabled us to reach our goal.  The third special event was a lecture 

and tour of the Johnville Bog with Dr. A. Langford, a retired Bishop’s University professor.   

The year’s theme, Education at Home and Abroad, was reflected in our programme and 

fundraising activities and was guided and realized through the hard work of our executive.  

Seven executive meetings were held.  In order to encourage students and immigrant women 

to join our Club, it was decided to offer two free memberships to immigrant refugee women 

and to sponsor a student member.  Our efforts to increase membership were recognized at 

the AGM, in Wolfville, with a CFUW membership award.  Membership fees were increased 

to $60 and for associate members $55.  The Club’s name was revised to CFUW 

Sherbrooke & District, to adhere to national standards.   

To support our Club’s activities and Scholarship Foundation, several fundraising 

events were organized. 

We held a Piggery benefit night, sold home-made cookies, and a very successful silent 

auction to augment our Scholarship Foundation. (by $20000!)  The annual used book sale 

brought in more funds. Some of the monies provided partial funding for Club delegates’ 

AGM travel expenses.   Three of us, (Janet Angrave, Bev Taber Smith and Eva Scheib), 

attended the Wolfville AGM in the summer of 2003.  We continued to support education 

for refugees by making a donation to the Mae Sot Education Project in Thailand. 

Planning for the Holland Exchange included a presentation to the Quebec Council 

Meeting inviting all Quebec clubs to participate in providing home hospitality and a cultural 

and social program. 

Another first for our Club was the preparation and successful defense of a national 

resolution on our refugee policy.  The inspiration that led to our preparation of a national 

resolution came from the plights of two refugees who were forced to seek sanctuary at the 

Unitarian Universalist Church in North Hatley.  Their personal tribulations activated Sooky 

Dunton, Legislation Chair, and a committee of dedicated and determined members to work 

on the resolution that could hopefully prevent such problems in the future.   
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The resolution stated – RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University 

Women urge the government of Canada to implement without further delay the 

provisions of the Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA) enacted in 2001 calling 

for the establishment of the Refugee Appeals Division (RAD), scheduled to come into 

effect by June 28, 2002, and which to date have not been implemented. 

The resolution was successfully defended at the AGM and is on record as official 

CFUW policy.  Our Club has continued to work on behalf of this policy and the plights of 

refugees. 

The Scholarship Foundation continued to flourish with over $100,000 in investments.  It 

distributed scholarships and academic prizes to girls and young women. A partnership 

between the Université de Sherbrooke and our Club, CFUW Sherbrooke & District, 

developed the new Claire Heller-Heilig Prize Scholarship in support of a woman pursuing 

an MBA at the Université de Sherbrooke.  This prize honours Claire Heilig, Past Treasurer, 

whose careful financial administration of club funds allowed us to build a scholarship 

program.  The Diana MacKay Kuilman Memorial Prize was created for a needy student in 

the helping professions. 

Various special Interest Groups attracted a strong following.  The Investment Club 

members continued to learn and invest in the stock market.  The Book Club had grown so 

much it was necessary to hold two discussion meetings to accommodate everyone.  Monies 

collected throughout the year, in the form of a loony contribution by each attending member, 

were donated to two public libraries and to Frontier College.  The Current Events Club had 

strong participation throughout the year.  Dining Out and Fun with Cooking attracted 

members who enjoyed good food and good company.  The Bridge Club continued weekly 

games and at the same time contributed $2 each time a member played.  With the sum 

collected through the year they were able to donate $200 for the purchase of educational 

material for students in Bangladesh.  The Club also contributed funds to our AGM 

delegates. 

Women’s group holds firm on need to reform refugee appeals process 

 
Sherbrooke Record March 23, 2005 
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2004 – 2005                        President:  Bev Taber Smith                             88 members 

 

Past President Eva Scheib 

First Vice-President Wendy Durrant 

Second Vice-President Janet Cowan-Weber 

Secretary Rosemary Turmel 

Corresponding Secretary Joyce Fields 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair Janeau Low 

CFUW Representative Janet Angrave 

Programme Chairs Cathy Watson & Janet Cowan-Weber 

Social Chair Maureen Taylor 

Membership Chairs Betty Logan & Elizabeth Towers 

Education Chairs Bonny Wilkin & Wendy Durrant 

Legislation Chair Sooky Dunton 

Status of Women Adele Ernstrom 

Bulletin Editor Teresa Skelton 

Interest Group Coordinators Mary Lynn Ross & Sherry Caron 

Archivist Thelma Pitman 

 

 Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers  Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

There were nine general meetings, one Resolutions meeting, and 

ten executive meetings. Guest speakers discussed “Genetically 

Modified Organisms”, “Identity and Religion”, “Refugees in the 

Townships”, and the “Mae Sot Education Project in Thailand”.  The 

new look of the Bulletin was well-received and was published nine 

times. 

Members have indicated that the Interest Groups are what bring 

new members to our Club.  The following groups met regularly with good attendance: 

Investment, Book Discussion, Fun with Cooking, Dining Out, Current Events, and Bridge. 

During the summer of 2004, two fundraisers were held, a theatre evening at the 

Piggery in North Hatley (for Scholarships) and a Summer Market.  Monies raised from the 

market supported the Club’s expenses.  

The members of the Book Group made regular contributions of loonies, which allowed 

the Club to make donations to three local libraries.  The Club made its annual donation of 

Easter fruit baskets to several seniors’ homes.  This year the Club also contributed to the 
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Mae Sot Education Project and made purchases to help the Canadian Friends of Vamos in 

Mexico. 

Several members attended both the fall and spring Provincial Councils.  Three 

representatives from Sherbrooke & District attended the CFUW AGM in Regina in July 

2004.  At the AGM, the Sherbrooke & District Club’s resolution concerning the 

Implementation of the Refugee Appeals Division was defended and passed.  This was a 

great achievement for the several members who had worked diligently on it and, therefore, 

for our Club.   Follow-up included sending letters to MP’s and encouraging other clubs to 

lobby in their respective communities.  One of our meetings, which were open to the public, 

was devoted to learning more about the refugee situation in Canada and specifically in the 

Townships. 

This year the Scholarship Foundation disbursed prizes worth $5500, including the new 

Diana MacKay Kuilman Memorial Prize and the Claire Heller-Heilig Prize. 

Plans for the Netherlands Exchange scheduled for September/October 2005 were 

formulated or finalized. The four areas that the Dutch guests planned to visit were Ottawa, 

Sherbrooke & District, Quebec City, and Montreal.   

There was increased publicity to become better known in the community. There were 

several articles in the Sherbrooke Record, the Stanstead Journal, and on CBC radio, 

concerning the scholarships awarded in 2004, the resolution that the Club proposed, the 

April Resolutions meeting, the Scholarship Foundation, the Public Speaking Contest, and 

speakers at meetings.  Members of the club had a table providing information at both 

Friendship Day in Lennoxville and Townshippers’ Day in Magog.   

 

 

 

 

Public Speaking April 28, 2005 
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2005 – 2006                               President:  Bev Taber Smith                    100 members 

 

Past President Eva Scheib 

Vice-President Wendy Durrant 

Secretary Rosemary Turmel 

Corresponding Secretary Joyce Fields 

Treasurer  Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair Bev Taber Smith 

CFUW Representative Janet Angrave 

Programme Chairs Carol McKinley & Kathleen Adams 

Social Chair Serafina Gagliardi 

Membership Chairs Betty Logan & Elizabeth Towers 

Education Chairs Bonny Wilkin & Wendy Durrant 

Legislation Chair Sooky Dunton 

Status of Women Adele Ernstrom 

Bulletin Editor Amy Svotelis 

Archivist Thelma Pitman 

 

 Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

Membership increased to over one-hundred members, due to an 

outreach to students, networking with friends and the attraction of 

Interest Groups. University students were given a free membership. 

There were the following Interest Groups: Investment, Book 

Discussion, Fun with Cooking, Dining Out, Current Events, and Bridge.  

In addition, an Estate-Planning course was offered. 

During the summer of 2005 there were two fundraisers, a theatre 

evening at the Piggery in North Hatley and a Summer Market.  The money raised at the 

theatre evening went to the Scholarship Foundation while the funds from the Summer 

Market went to support Club expenses.   

The members of the Book Group made donations to three local libraries; Richmond, 

Lennoxville and North Hatley.  The book, Hannah’s Suitcase, was given to three schools.  

Donations were made by the Club to the CFUW Charitable Trust, our Scholarship 

Foundation, Bishop’s Champlain Refugee Sponsorship Fund, Foundation CHUS (Betty 

Logan Walk-A-Thon), Stephen Lewis Foundation and Lennoxville United Church for use 

during the Summer Market. 

Five representatives from Sherbrooke & District attended the CFUW AGM in 

Oakville in August 2005.  A highlight of the year was the Netherlands Exchange, which 

took place in Sept/Oct. 2005 (see Appendix 6).  Sherbrooke & District joined with clubs in 
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Ottawa, Quebec City, and Montreal to host and entertain Dutch visitors who were members 

of the VVAO.  This was a wonderful experience in which many Club members 

participated.  A general dinner meeting was held along with full days and evening activities 

while the visitors were here. 

In September at the Unitarian Universalist Church in North Hatley, members who had 

been involved with the Netherlands Exchange in 2003 made a presentation on a paper about 

Aging.  

This was the 14th year that the Education Committee organized a Public Speaking 

Competition for both Junior and Senior High School students.  The students from five high 

schools competed and the top four students from each school participated in the 

competition.  All of the students received a certificate of participation.  A plaque was 

awarded to the winner and to the runner-up in both categories with follow-up appearances 

on CBC radio. 

At the general meetings, there were stimulating presentations on the following topics: 

environmental health hazards for women, work with AIDS patients and families in 

Tanzania; and a local author, Mary Jean Bean (and now honorary member) who wrote 

about an important historical figure, Julia Grace Wales. 

In addition, there were local pot-luck dinners in the fall, a Resolutions meeting, and a 

dinner meeting with the Netherlands visitors.  On May 31, there was the AGM and Awards 

Night at a dinner meeting. 

Several members participated in both group and individual letter-writing campaigns 

expressing concerns on various human rights issues.  Many members received responses 

and now hope for some changes! 

Again this year, there were efforts to become better known in the community. There 

was publicity with articles and announcements in the Sherbrooke Record, the Stanstead 

Journal, Townships Sun, CFUW Communicator, and on CBC and CJAD radio. The public 

was informed about the Scholarship Foundation, the Public Speaking Contest, Summer 

Market, Estate-Planning course, speakers at meetings, and the one-room schoolhouse 

project.  Two of the general meetings were open to the public. 

In the late 1990’s a project of interviewing former teachers in one-room schools was 

undertaken.  In January of 2006 this project was revived when it was discovered that Mary 

Jean Woodard Bean, the new lifetime honorary member, was a former teacher in a little 

school outside Mansonville.  The goal was to preserve this rich source of educational and 

women's history.  About thirty interviews with teachers and students had been completed 

with many more waiting to be done.  These oral histories were to be added to the 

earlier collection of tapes, transcripts and other relevant material in the Eastern Townships 

Research Centre located at Bishop's University.  

Receptions for all the participants were 

planned.   The hope was to publish a Dates to 

Remember book as a Club project.  

 

Left to right: 

Janet Angrave, Bev Taber Smith, Thelma  

Westman, Eva Scheib, and Wendy Durrant. 

      AGM Oakville August 2005 
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2006-2007          President: Wendy Durrant                 102 Members 

 

Past President Bev Taber Smith 

Second Vice-President Krystyna Kouri 

Secretary  Rosemary Turmel  

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair Bev Taber Smith 

CFUW Representative Janet Angrave 

Programme Chairs Carol McKinley & Linda Nightingale 

Social Chairs Yvette Voisard & Judy Cassidy 

Membership Chairs Eva Scheib & Elizabeth Towers 

Education Chairs Bonny Wilkin & Lorraine Codère 

Legislation & Human Rights Chair Sooky Dunton 

Status of Women Adele Ernstrom 

Bulletin Editor Amy Svotelis 

Interest Group Coordinator Judy Wilson-Herring 

Archivist Thelma Pitman 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

During 2006-2007, the Club held four general meetings, the 

November home hospitality dinners and luncheons, the holiday get 

together, the April Resolutions meeting and the AGM. Presentations at 

the general meeting included an update on the One-room Schoolhouse 

project, Dr. Claude Lemoine’s description of CHUS’s projected 

“Women, Youth and Family Centre”, Carol Mooney’s talk on 

educational changes in post-conflict society (Kosovo), and Dr. Stephen 

Yezerinac’s lecture on “Bird tales from the Lewis & Clark Expedition”. Our resolutions 

meeting had a higher than usual attendance. This year we changed the venue of our holiday 

get-together from Uplands to the Old Lennoxville Golf Club to accommodate our ever-

increasing membership. 

The Interest Groups this year included the Bridge Club, Fun with Cooking, Dining 

Out, Current Events, Book Club, Estate Planning Course, and Investment Club.  The 

Bridge Club paid tribute to the memory of Norma Reiss by naming themselves the Norma 

Reiss Bridge Club. A new group, of “Grannies” was formed to raise money in support of 

the Grandmothers programme of the Stephen Lewis Foundation for HIV/AIDS in Africa. 

The members of the CFUWSD Grannies produced beautiful handmade black angel 
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Christmas ornaments, which raised over $3000 for the Foundation. An article describing 

the Grannies and their activities was published in the March 2007 issue of the 

Communicator. The Grannies were nominated to the Visible Voice Wall of Fame.  

The One-room Schoolhouse project of interviewing former teachers, who taught in 

one-room schoolhouses and of preserving this aspect of Townships educational history 

from 1930 – 1950, continued to gain momentum and interest. Members of the committee 

did interviews, transcriptions and wrote biographies. Two teas, one at Uplands and one at 

the Wales Home, were held to honour the former teachers and students interviewed. The 

Committee started to work on a Days to Remember book. An article on the project was 

submitted to the Communicator and the project won a CFUW Special Projects Award. 

During the summer, another theatre event, Piaf, was held at the Piggery Theatre with 

the proceeds going to the Scholarship Foundation. Donations were also made by Club 

members and from surplus revenues from Club activities. A new prize was added; a $150 

Award for Leadership was given to a graduating student from Richmond Regional High 

School. The winner is to demonstrate leadership through service. In 2006-2007, the total 

amount of scholarships and prizes was approximately $6000. In the future, the Foundation 

wishes to solicit corporate sponsors and began working on a case for support and a business 

plan. Assistance was obtained from the Entrepreneurship Support Network at Bishop’s 

University.  A Donor Book for the Scholarship Foundation was created by Bev Taber Smith 

and presented to the membership at the Club AGM in May. 

Club members continued an active participation in on-going activities.  A postcard 

campaign to Stephen Harper on the issue of gun control was organized by Janet Angrave, 

and protests were also sent against budget cuts, especially to the Status of Women.  The 

15th Annual High School Public Speaking Contest was held on May 3rd.  This year the gift 

baskets were prepared and were delivered to three senior citizen’s homes for Mother’s Day 

instead of Easter.  Eva Scheib organized a trip to the Catherine the Great Exhibition at the 

Montreal Museum of Fine Arts followed by dinner at a Lebanese restaurant.  We also had 

our annual Summer Market at the United Church to raise money for general expenses. 

During this year two special projects were undertaken.  First, a committee consisting 

of Janet Angrave, Dian Cohen, Wendy Durrant, Wendy King, Mary Rhodes and Yvette 

Voisard began a review of the Club’s Constitution and By-Laws.  Second, under the 

leadership of Wendy King, the Club set up a website located at www.cfuwsherbrooke.org 

(See Appendix 7). 

Several members attended both the Fall and Spring Provincial Councils.  In August, 2006, 

two representatives from Sherbrooke & District attended the National AGM in Edmonton. 

The Club was presented with an award for increased membership at this AGM.  

  

 

 

Club banner  

      AGM  

Edmonton, August 2006 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cfuwsherbrooke.org/
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2007-2008 President: Wendy Durrant 106 Members 

 

Past President Bev Taber Smith 

Vice-President & CFUW Representative Heather Bowman 

Secretary Rosemary Turmel 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair Bev Taber Smith 

Programme Chairs Heather Keith & Catherine Walker 

Social Chairs Yvette Voisard & Judy Cassidy 

Membership Chairs Eva Scheib & Elizabeth Towers 

Education Chair Bonny Wilkin & Allison Connelly 

Legislation Chair Hélène Cunningham 

Human Rights/Status of Women Carole Martignacco 

Bulletin Editors Linda Nightingale & Carol Mooney 

Interest Group Coordinator Judy Wilson-Herring 

Archivist Thelma Pitman

  

 

 Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

During 2007-2008, the Club held four general meetings, the 

November hospitality dinners and luncheons, the holiday get-together, 

the April Resolutions meeting and the AGM. Presentations at the general 

meetings included Penney Place talking about her experiences in 

Lesotho, Africa; Constable Jacques Gagnon speaking on Identity Fraud, 

Monique Nadeau-Saumier lecturing on “The Sherbrooke Library and 

Arts Building; a Space and Place for Culture”; Dr. Cheryl Gosselin 

(NDP) and William Hogg (Liberal) telling why it is important for individuals to get 

involved in the political process; and Heather Bowman and Céline Bureau demystifying 

the CSSS-IUGS and presenting the innovative program to improve services in English. 

The Interest Groups this year included Fun with Cooking, Investment Club, Dining 

Out, the Norma Reiss Bridge Club, the Book Club, and CFUW Grannies. A new group, 

the Walking Club, was formed. The Grannies continued to raise funds for the Stephen 

Lewis Foundation by producing a variety of goods for sale; the AIDS Angels, card table 

covers, and bags of all sorts. In addition, they collaborated with the Bishop’s Drama 

Department for a benefit performance of The Madwoman of Chaillot. 
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Several members attended both the Fall and Spring Provincial Councils. Three 

members attended the National AGM in Vancouver in July, 2007. For the second year in a 

row, the Club was presented with an award for increased membership. The Grannies group 

won a special project award for their work to benefit the Stephen Lewis Foundation. The 

One-room Schoolhouse Project also won a Special Project Award at this AGM.  

To avoid a conflict with the National AGM in July, our Summer Market was 

postponed until August. A Silent Auction held during the Summer Market was a very 

popular and profitable addition. 

In the fall of 2007, the One-room Schoolhouse Committee published their book Days 

to Remember: One-room School Houses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec. A book 

launch held on November 24, 2007, was attended by CFUW National President Ardith 

Toogood, Quebec Vice-President Patricia Duval, and Regional Director Gisèle Aubin.  (see 

Appendix 9) Days to Remember was so popular that a second printing was made. Three 

members of the committee were involved in various speaking engagements, such as, the 

Public History class at Bishop’s University. They also agreed to prepare a workshop for 

the CFUW AGM in Montreal in August, 2008. 

February 8, 2008, was the 40th Anniversary of the Club being admitted to membership 

in CFUW. A certificate of recognition was received from the Head Office and the Club 

history was updated by members of the executive, under the supervision of Wendy Durrant.  

On the occasion of the anniversary CFUW Sherbrooke hosted the Provincial Council 

meeting on April 26, 2008, at Bishop’s University. Each Bulletin provided information 

from the Club’s history in a special “Did You Know?” feature. A special celebration was 

planned for the September, 2008 meeting.  

The CFUW national AGM will take place in Montreal from August 7 to August 10, 

2008. Our Club has been preparing a pre-conference day tour of the Eastern Townships. 

Projected highlights will be Bleu Lavande, lunch in North Hatley, and the J.A. Bombardier 

Museum in Valcourt. In addition to participating in meetings, workshops, etc., Club 

members will be assisting in various levels of the conference.  

The Scholarship Foundation continued to formulate its “Case for Support” document 

and business plan. Members were encouraged to make a donation to the fund as a gift for 

friends and family. Another successful theatre benefit was held at the Piggery Theatre in 

July, 2007 when members enjoyed The Woman in Black. 

On April 24, 2008, the 16th Annual High School Public Speaking Contest was held at 

Bishop’s University. Gift baskets were prepared by Sunita Budhiraja and were delivered 

to the senior citizen homes for Mothers’ Day.  After careful revision by the committee and 

much re-typing by Yvette Voisard, the revised Constitution and By-Laws were presented 

to and approved by members at the Club’s AGM held at Le Président on May 27, 2008.  

An Opera trip to Montreal to see Madame Butterfly and have dinner took place on May 31, 

2008. 

Marjorie Goodfellow and Lise Perrault received Lieutenant Governor’s Seniors 

medals.  Honorary member Mary Jean Bean received an honorary degree at the Bishop’s 

Convocation on May 31, 2008. 

For the year 2007-2008 the fees for the regular members were $65 and those for seniors 

and associates $60. 
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2008-2009           President: Heather Bowman                    110_Members  

 

Past President Wendy Durrant 

Secretary  Heather Keith  

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Publicity Chair & Assistant Bev Taber Smith & Victoria Moulton 

Social Chair Yvette Voisard  

Education Chairs Bonny Wilkin & Allison Connelly 

Bulletin Editors Linda Nightingale & Carol Mooney 

Interest Group Coordinator & 

Assistant 

Judy Wilson-Herring & Sandy 

McDannald 

Archivist Thelma Pitman 

Website Administrator Wendy King 

 

Scholarship Foundation 

President Wendy King 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers  Dian Cohen & Anne McCormick 

 

2008-2009 has been a very busy year for our club. I was nominated 

President at our Annual Meeting on May 27th.  The opening meeting in 

September, a “meet and greet” with sign up for interest groups was well 

attended.  In October, we celebrated our 40th Anniversary with the 

publication of the Club History including a CD full of wonderful pictures. 

A special evening was held at the Lennoxville Golf Club. All of our past 

presidents were invited and 11 were able to attend this celebration.  A 

Holiday Get-Together was held in December.  The theme for 2008-2009 is Wellness and 

we were pleased to have Jocelyna Dubuc, renowned business woman from Spa Eastman 

as our speaker in January. She gave a fascinating talk about Healthy Living and invited us 

all to spend a day at the Spa.  In March, Veronica Kaczmarowski, a nutritionist, spoke 

about food intolerances.  Our resolutions meeting was a potluck on April 22nd. 

Our 17th Annual High School Public Speaking Contest will be held on May 7 at 

Bishop’s University.  The winning speeches will be aired on CBC and CJMQ radio in late 

May. 

The interest groups this year included Fun with Cooking, Investment, Dining Out, the 

Norma Reiss Bridge Club, the Book Club, Walking Club, and CFUW Grannies Group.  

The Grannies continue to raise funds for the Stephen Lewis Foundation. An upscale 

Clothing Sale was held on Saturday, April 25.  On March 13th, a benefit performance of 

Jane Austin’s Pride & Prejudice was held in collaboration with Bishops University Drama 

Department.  To date, over $25,000 has been raised for the Stephen Lewis Foundation. 

This group has been sharing their passion with students from Bishops University to reach 

their goal of increasing AIDS awareness.  The Norma Reiss Bridge Club made donations 
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to local community groups involved in providing support to women in need. Similarly, the 

Book Club makes donations to the local libraries.  Members of the bridge club spent 3 

wonderful days at Grey Rocks skiing, playing bridge and working out. A great time was 

had by all!  Fun with Cooking has given a helping hand to the Lennoxville Elementary 

School’s breakfast Program.  To top all this off our club has 8 members who meet 3 

mornings a week at 6:45 am at Bishops University Sports Complex to walk, swim and 

work out. 

Our August 2008 Summer Market and Silent Auction was a tremendous success; over 

$3000 was raised. The 2009 Summer Market will be held on August 28-29. 

The Days to Remember book went into a second printing and continues to be a best 

seller. The committee has done a number of presentations in the community. As of May 

28th, a total of $8000 will have been donated to the Sherbrooke & District Scholarship 

Foundation.  In 2009, a new bursary is being established for a student from Bishops or 

Université de Sherbrooke in elementary school education.  Members are encouraged to 

make a donation to the fund in honor or in memory of mothers or a one room schoolhouse 

teacher for Mother’s Day. 

Nine members attended the National AGM in Montreal in August 2008. Three 

members presented a workshop on the One Room School House Project – Days to 

Remember. This was well attended and a great learning experience for those who attended. 

Our club hosted a pre-conference day trip to the Eastern Townships. Although it was 

pouring rain at times, members from across Canada enjoyed a tour of Bleu Lavande, a 

delightful catered lunch in North Hatley and a tour of the J.A. Bombardier Museum.  At 

the AGM our club was awarded special recognition for Days to Remember: One-room 

Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec and AIDS Awareness for the 

Grandmothers to Grandmothers group. 

Our Scholarship Foundation received a generous gift of $300,000.00 from the 

Sherbrooke Hospital Foundation in October. The money is an endowment fund that will 

be used to establish new bursaries in the Eastern Townships in the health care field. 

Members of our advisory board are busy establishing criteria for these awards. The first 

bursaries will be awarded in May 2010.  A successful theatre benefit was held at the 

Piggery Theatre in July 2008 where members and friends enjoyed 3 Old Bags. Once again, 

this summer a benefit evening is planned with the Piggery Theatre, on the program is Dik 

& Mitzi.  Our Scholarship Foundation will award over $6000 to local students at the club’s 

AGM May 28, 2009. 

Gift Baskets will be delivered to Senior Citizen Homes for Mother’s Day. 

In February 2009 our club was awarded the Outstanding Achievement Award for 

Education from the Ville de Sherbrooke, Borough of Lennoxville. I was honored to receive 

this award on behalf of our club. 

This May, 5 members of our club will be travelling to the Netherlands for an exchange 

with their clubs. 

During 2008-2009, donations were made to the CHUS Foundation as part of a 

Radiothon for the English-Speaking Community, the Bishop’s University Foundation for 

the Rachel Wrathmall Memorial Prize and to the “Jeunnox-Youth services Cooperative 

Ville de Sherbrooke – Borough of Lennoxville. 

The Bulletin continues to be an excellent way to stay in touch with our members and 

to inform them of upcoming events, Club activities and CFUW information.  This bulletin, 
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a description of what the Club has accomplished during 2008-2009, will be sent to the 

archives. 

 

Heather Bowman, President 

 

National AGM Montreal August 2008 

Club members with speaker Romeo Dallaire 

 

From l to r:  Carol Mooney, Carol McKinley, Eva Scheib, Yvette Voisard, Romeo 

Dallaire, Janet Angrave, Ardith Toogood, Heather Bowman, Wendy Durrant, Bev Taber-

Smith, Joanne Craig. 

 

Excerpt from article by Nikki Johnston in the Sherbrooke Record on August 13, 2008 

“Girls are both instruments and victims of war,” said Romeo Dallaire, as he addressed a room of 

200 women at the Canadian Federation of University Women’s Annual General Meeting in 

Montreal last weekend.  “Girls are often a more precious resource than boys,” said Dallaire, 

explaining that girls often act as the leaders, organizing logistics such as food and shelter, and are 

also used as sex slaves and bush wives. 

Dallaire condemned complacency and discrimination on behalf of countries who fail to intervene 

in instances of massive human rights violations.  “Are all humans human…or are some humans 

more human than others?” he asked.  

“When children are working as soldiers, they are not being educated,” said Ardith Toogood, 

outgoing president of the Federation. 

CFUW has a mandate to support the education of women, and a policy against the use of children 

as weapons of war. 

CFUW Sherbrooke and District with a large delegation of members in attendance showed support 

for Dallaire’s efforts against child soldiers by presenting him with a copy of their publication, 

“Days to Remember: One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec”. 
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2009-2010                        President: Heather Bowman                    ___  98  Members  

 

Past President Wendy Durrant 

First Vice Pres. Carol Mooney 

Second Vice Pres.  Jackie Yeats 

CFUW Janet Angrave, Jacqueline Yeats, Wendy 

Durrant 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Secretary Heather Keith 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Program Co Chairs Mary Jane Amey, Carol McKinley 

Bulletin Ashli MacInnis, Carol Mooney 

Membership Joan Drinkwater 

Publicity Beverly Taber Smith  

Assistant:  Victoria Moulton  

Status of Women Dorothy Duncan 

Legislation/human rights Elizabeth Emond 

Archivist Rosemary Turmel 

Education co-Chairs Bonny Wilkin, Allison Connelly 

Social Committee Yvette Voisard 

Web administrator Wendy King 

Interest Groups Coordinator Judy Wilson-Herring, Sandy McDannald 

Scholarship Foundation:  

Interim President:  Carol Mooney Interim Vice President:  Heather Bowman 

Interim Secretary:  Yvette Voisard Interim Treasurer:  Mary Labbée 

 

2009-2010 has been a very busy and successful year for our club. We 

welcomed a number of new members. Five general meetings were held 

with excellent speakers. In addition, our Christmas Gathering took place 

on the night of the first major snowfall of the year.  Repeating our 2009 

initiative, the Resolutions meeting with Potluck dinner on April 21st, at 

the Lennoxville Curling Club brought out 20 interested members who 

enjoyed a delicious meal and discussed three of the five CFUW 

resolutions. The AGM and Scholarship Awards evening will be held May 27, 2010.  

Our 18th Annual High School Public Speaking Contest will be held on May 12th at 

Bishop’s University. Students from the five local high schools will speak to members and 

the community at large. The winning speeches will be aired on CBC and CJMQ radio in 

late May.  
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Our thriving interest groups this year included Fun with Cooking, Investment, Dining 

Out, the Norma Reiss Bridge Club, the Book Club, Walking Club, and CFUW Sherbrooke 

and District Grandmothers to Grandmothers Group. New this year, a group of concerned 

members formed a Wellness group which meets regularly to discuss health related issues.  

The Grannies continue to raise funds for the Stephen Lewis Foundation. They make 

bags, tea cozies and beautiful jewelry, among other projects. An upscale Clothing Sale was 

held in the Fall and another was held on Sat. April 24th. On March 12th a benefit 

performance of Oliver Twist was held in collaboration with Bishop’s University Drama 

Department. To date over $27,000 has been raised for the Stephen Lewis Foundation. The 

Norma Reiss Bridge Club made a $900 donation to Mental Health Estrie, a community 

group involved in supporting individuals and families with mental health issues. The Fun 

with Cooking group has given a helping hand to a local school for their breakfast program. 

The Book Club makes donations to the local libraries. Building community is one of our 

CFUW goals. To top this all off our club has 8 members who meet 3 mornings a week at 

6:45 am at Bishops University Sports Complex to walk, swim and work out.  

Dorothy Duncan, Status of Women representative for our club recommended that our 

club send letters of appreciation and encouragement to outstanding women leaders in the 

Eastern Townships, Quebec and Canada. Leaders are proposed by members of CFUW 

Sherbrooke & District. To date 12 letters have been sent. Included in the letter is 

information about CFUW and our club.  

We are proud to announce that Heather Keith, founding member of Sherbrooke & 

District Grandmothers to Grandmothers is going to Africa in May 2010 to attend an 

international gathering of Grandmothers in Swaziland. Heather is one of 40 members from 

across Canada who will be attending this very special event. Heather is the only 

representative from Quebec and has been busy giving interviews in English and French to 

the media. Of special note, our Sherbrooke & District club is the only CFUW club that has 

their own Grandmothers Group.  

As a result of our CFUW Sherbrooke & District nomination, Dian Cohen, an active 

club member and longtime supporter of the Scholarship Foundation Advisory Board will 

receive an Honorary degree from Bishop’s University. On June 12, 2010, Dian will become 

a Doctor of Civil Law (Honoris causa) and will deliver the keynote address at the Afternoon 

Convocation. Dian exhibits a record of outstanding distinction and achievement most 

notably in the fields of business, economics and public service. Dian received the Order of 

Canada in 1993. CFUW members are welcome to attend.  

Congratulations to Margie Logan-White, Heather Keith, and Dian Cohen who will all 

receive the Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec Silver Medal for their remarkable contribution 

to their community at a ceremony on Mother’s Day, May 9th at Alexander Galt Regional 

High School. Once again, the nominations came from CFUW Sherbrooke & District.  

Our 2009 Summer Market and Silent Auction was held in August 2009 and was a 

tremendous success; over $4500 was raised. The 2010 Summer Market will be held on 

August 27-28, at the Lennoxville United Church.  

Five members attended the National AGM in Winnipeg in August 2009. At the AGM, 

our club was awarded Certificates of Recognition for a membership increase in 2009, for 

40 years of membership in CFUW and a Special Award for Achievement for Education 

2009.  
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Our Scholarship Foundation has had a very busy year. Wendy King, an active member 

of the Advisory Board since 1993 and President from 2002-2010 left on a 2-year sabbatical 

to Australia to continue her research with kangaroos. Wendy remains connected with us 

via email and tracks visits to our Scholarship Web Page.  

The Foundation applied for a name change in April. Our proposed name is Fondation 

Lampe Foundation, CFUW/FCFDU, Région de Sherbrooke. Members of our advisory 

board have been establishing criteria for the Sherbrooke Hospital Foundation awards; the 

first Donna Draper Award for nursing was awarded in May 2009. In December 2009 the 

Advisory Board visited the Lennoxville Vocational Center to present 5 awards. This was 

an opportunity to visit the Center, present the awards in the students’ milieu and give more 

visibility to CFUW Sherbrooke & District and the Scholarship Foundation. After the AGM 

on May 27th, over $10,000 will have been awarded to local students. A successful theatre 

benefit was held at the Piggery Theatre in July 2009; over $1000 was raised. Once again, 

this summer a benefit evening is planned on Aug. 6th with the Piggery Theatre. On the 

program is Boardwalk.  

A very special thank you to Sunita Budhiraja who delivered Mothers’ Day Baskets to 

seniors’ homes in the region.  

In May 2009, three members of our club travelled to the Netherlands for an exchange 

with their clubs. They shared their experiences with club members at a Fall general 

meeting.  

During 2009-2010 donations were made to the CHUS Foundation as part of a 

Radiothon for the English-Speaking Community, Bishop’s University Foundation for the 

Rachel Wrathmall Memorial Prize and to the “Jeunnox-Youth Services Cooperative Ville 

de Sherbrooke –Borough of Lennoxville”. As well a donation was made to the CFUW 

Charitable Trust and to our Scholarship Foundation.  

Ashli MacInnis & Carol Mooney have made changes to our Bulletin and it continues 

to be an excellent way to stay in touch with our members and to inform them of upcoming 

events, club activities and CFUW information.  

Two members attended the Fall Provincial Council in Montreal and five members 

attended the Spring Provincial Council meetings in Quebec City. These meetings are 

invaluable as they provide an opportunity to share and exchange information with the other 

Quebec clubs.  
 

Lampe Foundation is official!  

The Registraire des Entreprises Quebec has approved the name change requested by our 

Scholarship Foundation.  

In French, we are: Fondation Lampe FCFDU, Région de Sherbrooke  

In English, we are: Lampe Foundation CFUW, Sherbrooke & District  
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Heather Keith (white top, beige skirt) is surrounded by fellow CFUW S&D 

Grannies and guest Regina Mokgokong from Africa and Stephen Lewis Foundation 

representative, Ky’okusinga Kirunga. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fun with cooking: Heather Bowman, Sera Gagliardi, Carol McKinley, Bev Taber 

Smith, Ouida Moliner and Judy Wilson 
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2010-2011              President: Carol Mooney                     _105 Members  

 

Past President 

First Vice-President 

Second Vice-President 

CFUW 

Heather Bowman 

Mary Jane Amey 

Jacqueline Yeats 

Jacqueline Yeats 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Secretary Rosemary Turmel, backup, Joy O’Donnell 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Program 

Bulletin Editors 

Membership 

Carol McKinley, Mary Jane Amey 

Ashli MacInnis & Carol Mooney 

Joan Drinkwater, Linda Nightingale 

Publicity Chair & Assistant Bev Taber Smith & Victoria Moulton 

Status of Women 

Legislation/Human Rights 

Archivist 

Dorothy Duncan 

Libby Emond 

Rosemary Turmel 

Education Chairs 

Public Speaking 

Scholarship Awards representative 

Victoria Moulton, 

Carol McCormack 

Heather Bowman 

Social Chair 

Reservations 

Website Administrators 

Interest Group Coordinator  

Assistant 

Yvette Voisard  

Sera Gagliardi 

Ashli Maclnnis, Wendy King 

Judy Wilson Herring 

Sandy McDannald  

 

    Scholarship Foundation: 

President: Heather Bowman 

Secretary: Yvette Voisard 

Vice-President: Carol Mooney 

Treasurer: Mary Labbée 

  

 

Founded in 1968, CFUW Sherbrooke & District celebrated its forty-

third year in 2010-2011 with a series of general meetings, community 

events, a fund-raiser and regular interest group get-togethers.  The 8th 

Annual Summer Market and Silent Auction was held at the end of 

August.  Our Club hosted the Fall Provincial Council Meeting at North 

Hatley Golf Club in October.  The city of Sherbrooke granted our Club 

status as an admissibility partner giving us access to borough venues 

at minimal cost as well as city publications.  The Lampe Foundation increased its awards 
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and launched a new website.  The AGM and Lampe Foundation awards presentation will 

be held on May 26, 2011.   The Club has 105 members this year, an increase of 2 over last 

year.  Seven members are new.   

The general meetings open to the public covered the following topics:  Grandmothers’ 

Gathering in Africa, the Look to the Mountain program offered by the Eastern Townships 

School Board Learning Centre, Women’s Heart Health, and Media and Democracy in the 

21st Century.    The four events were held in the Cleghorn Room at Bishop’s.   In addition, 

the opening September meeting provided an opportunity for members to re-connect and 

sign up for Interest Groups.  The Bishop’s Astronomical Laboratory kindly welcomed our 

Club members and guests to several nights of stargazing in the Fall.  The Resolutions 

General Meeting, held at the Lennoxville Curling Club for the third year, provided 

stimulating discussion on two CFUW resolutions.  One is related to anti-idling for motor 

vehicles and the other concerns including torture committed by private individuals as a 

specific and distinct crime in the Canadian criminal code.    The Club’s annual Christmas 

party was held at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Lennoxville.      

Our community events featured a first venture for the Club.  Bishop’s University invited 

the Club to partner with them in a Book Launch for Michèle Dionne’s book, Missions.  

Forty Club members joined the Bishop’s community for the November launch.   The 19th 

Annual Public Speaking Contest was held at Amédée Beaudoin Community Centre on May 

4th.  Five high schools participated sending 20 speakers in all.  Prior to the event, several 

other students took part in school playoffs.     The letter-writing project to reach out and 

recognize notable women in our provincial and federal community continued this year.   

Our Club supported CFUW in its stance on the long form census.   

Eight interest groups met throughout the year.  They were:  Book, Bridge, Dining Out, Fun 

with Cooking, Grandmothers to Grandmothers, Investment, Walking and Wellness.  

Several groups collected loonies and toonies for community organizations such as Mental 

Health Estrie, school lunch programs, and local libraries.  The Grannies group raised 

substantial funds for the Stephen Lewis Foundation through a variety of activities (play 

night, bridge afternoon, Nearly New Clothing, jewelry-making, etc.)   The Walking group 

produced a calendar describing 12 of their walks complete with photographs and directions.  

They sold 300 copies and divided the proceeds between the St. Francis Valley Naturalists 

Club and Parc Ecoforestier-Johnville Bog.  The Investment group opened their April 

meeting to all members and guests for a presentation by Wellington West Capital Inc.   Our 

Interest groups coordinator, Judy Wilson collaborated with others to produce a glossy, 

colorful pamphlet detailing our 8 interest groups.    

At the Fall Provincial Council meeting held on October 23, 2010 at North Hatley Golf 

Club, thirty-two attended from the five Quebec clubs; fifteen Sherbrooke & District 

members participated.   Dian Cohen was the keynote speaker:  Financial Literacy in 

Canada.      Five members attended the Spring Provincial Council meetings in Montreal at 

the Atwater Club. These meetings are invaluable as they provide an opportunity to share 

and exchange information with the other Quebec clubs. 

Our scholarship foundation, the Lampe Foundation launched a new website, 

www.lampefoundation.org .  The site is bilingual and features a new logo and new vision 

statement.    The Foundation completed their governance document this year.  The Helen 

F. Armstrong Fine Arts award will be given for the first time in May to a returning Bishop’s 

http://www.lampefoundation.org/
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student.   In August 2010, the Piggery Benefit raised over $1100.  In May 2010, the 

Foundation had a successful Mother’s Day campaign raising over $1000.   

Our 2010 Summer Market and Silent Auction was held in August 2010 and was a 

tremendous success, over $5500 was raised. The 2011 Summer Market will be held August 

26-27, at the Lennoxville United Church. 

Five members attended the National AGM in Ottawa in August 2010. 

Wendy King, who is studying in Australia, has helped to keep the Club website updated 

along with webmistress, Ashli MacInnis. 

A very special thank you to Sunita Budhiraja and assistant Janet Angrave, who delivered 

Mothers’ Day Baskets to seniors’ homes in the region. 

During 2010-2011, donations were made to the CHUS Foundation as part of a Radiothon 

for the English-Speaking Community, “Jeunnox-Youth Services Cooperative Ville de 

Sherbrooke –Borough of Lennoxville”. As well a donation was made to the Look to the 

Mountain project, CFUW Charitable Trust and to our Scholarship Foundation. 

Ashli MacInnis and Carol Mooney have made changes to our Bulletin and it continues to 

be an excellent way to stay in touch with our members and to inform them of upcoming 

events, club activities and CFUW information.  Louise Chartier provided translation for 

selected pieces of writing throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Dionne’s 2010 Book Launch                                          Heather Keith 

                                                                                  Grandmothers gathering in Aftrica 
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2011-2012                     President: Carol Mooney                         108 Members  

 

Past President 

First Vice-President 

Second Vice-President 

Heather Bowman 

Mary Jane Amey 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

CFUW 

Treasurer 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

Mary Rhodes 

Secretary Rosemary Turmel, Backup Joy O’Donnell 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Bulletin Editor & assistant 

Membership coordinator & assistant 

Interest Group Co-ord & Assistant 

Publicity Chair & Assistant 

Ashli Macinnis, Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

Joan Drinkwater, Linda Nightingale 

Judy Wilson Herring, Sandy McDannold 

Beverly Taber Smith, Victoria Moulton  

Status of Women 

Legislation/Human Rights 

Dorothy Duncan 

Libby Emond  

Archivist 

Education  

Rosemary Turmel 

Victoria Moulton Whittall, Carol McCormack 

Social Yvette Voisard 

Reservations Sera Gagliardi 

Website Administrator Wendy King, Ashli Macinnis 

 

    Scholarship Foundation 

President 

Vice-President 

Heather Bowman 

Carol Mooney 

Co-Secretary/Treasurers  Yvette Voisard, Mary Labbée 

 

Founded in 1968, CFUW Sherbrooke & District celebrated 2011-2012 

with a series of general meetings, community events, a fund-raiser and 

regular interest group get-togethers.  The 9th Annual Summer Market 

and Silent Auction was held at the end of August on the same weekend 

as the Borough of Lennoxville’s Street Festival.  The admissibility 

status at the city of Sherbrooke continues to give our Club access to 

borough venues at minimal cost as well as city publications.  The Lampe Foundation 

increased its awards and updated their new website.  The AGM and Lampe Foundation 

awards presentation will be held on May 24, 2012.   The Club has 108 members this year, 

an increase of 3 over last year.  Ten members are new.   

The general meetings open to the public covered the following topics:  Financial Literacy 

for Women, Food for Life, cancer prevention, Travel Diary of China and Steven Pinker on 

Why violence has declined.  Three events were held in Amédée Beaudoin Community 
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Centre and the Pinker presentation was part of the Donald Lecture series held at Centennial 

Theatre, Bishop’s university. In addition, the opening September meeting provided an 

opportunity for members to re-connect and sign up for Interest Groups.    The Resolutions 

General Meeting, held at the Lennoxville Curling Club for the fourth year, provided 

stimulating discussion on three CFUW resolutions, namely, retention of women in skilled 

trades and non-traditional occupations, towards a mental health strategy for Canada, and 

ensuring food security.    The Club’s annual Christmas party was held at St. Andrew’s 

Presbyterian Church in Lennoxville for a second year.    

The 20th Annual Public Speaking Contest was held at Amédée Beaudoin Community 

Centre on May 2nd.  Five high schools participated, sending 20 speakers in all.  Prior to the 

event, several other students took part in school playoffs.  The letter-writing project to 

reach out and recognize notable women in our provincial and federal community continued 

this year.   Our Club supported CFUW in its stance on the long gun registry.   

Ten interest groups met throughout the year.  They were:  Book, Ayers Cliff Reading, 

Bridge, Dining Out, Fun with Cooking, Grandmothers to Grandmothers, Investment, 

Walking, Wellness and Antiquing.  Several groups collected loonies and toonies for 

community organizations listed below.   

• Lennoxville Library  

• Richmond Library 

• North Hatley Library 

• Ayer’s Cliff Library  

• Lennoxville Elementary School lunch program  

• Melbourne Slate Museum 

• The Pinnacle at Baldwin’s Mills  

• Stephen Lewis Foundation  

• Lennoxville Women’s Centre  

• Aube Lumière  

The President and a few executive members attended both the Fall and Spring Provincial 

Council meetings held in St. Lambert.   These meetings are invaluable as they provide an 

opportunity to share and exchange information with the other Quebec clubs. 

Our scholarship foundation, the Lampe Foundation continues to upgrade their new website, 

www.lampefoundation.org .  The site is bilingual and features a new logo and new vision 

statement.  Giving awards to returning students as well as giving renewable awards is a 

positive change.    In August 2011, the Piggery Benefit raised over $1300.  In May 2011, 

the Foundation had a successful Mother’s Day campaign.     

Our 2011 Summer Market and Silent Auction was held in August 2011 and was a 

tremendous success, over $6400 was raised. The 2012 Summer Market will be held August 

24-25, at the Lennoxville United Church, the same weekend as the Lennoxville Street 

Festival. 

Five members attended the National AGM in Newfoundland in August 2011. 

Wendy King, who is studying in Australia, has helped to keep the Club website updated 

along with webmistress, Ashli MacInnis. 

A special thank you to Sunita Budhiraja and assistant Janet Angrave who delivered 

Mothers’ Day Baskets to seniors’ homes in the region. 

Members of the Executive participated in Computer Jam sessions with instructor Fae St. 

Jacques in order to improve their computer literacy skills.   

http://www.lampefoundation.org/
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Two long-serving members of our Club, Sylvia Smith and Janet Angrave received the 

Lieutenant-Governor of Quebec Silver Medal for outstanding volunteer work beyond the 

age of 65.    

During 2011-2012 donations were made to the CHUS Foundation, the Look to the 

Mountain project, CFUW Charitable Trust and to our Lampe Scholarship Foundation, 

including a memoriam for Heather Mizener of CFUW South Shore. 

Our Bulletin and the Record continue to be an excellent way to stay in touch with our 

members and to inform them of upcoming events, club activities and CFUW information.  

Louise Chartier provided translation for selected pieces of writing throughout the year.   
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2012-2013              President: Mary Jane Amey                     104 Members   

 

Past President Carol Mooney 

First Vice-President 

Second Vice-President 

Resolutions Chair 

CFUW National Liaison 

Treasurer 

Assistant 

Secretaries 

 

Marie France Boisvert 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

Mary Rhodes 

Yvette Voisard 

Rosemary Turmel (General) 

Yvette Voisard (Executive) 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Program 

Bookings 

Bulletin Editors 

Co-Membership Coordinators 

Claire Holt 

Sera Gagliardi 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp, Ashli Maclnnis 

Heather Bowman, Linda Nightingale 

Publicity, Assistant Bev Taber Smith, Victoria Moulton Whittal 

Status of Women 

Legislation/Human Rights 

Dorothy Duncan 

Elizabeth Emond  

Archivist 

Education Public Speaking 

Co-Chairs 

Rosemary Turmel 

Carol McCormack 

Victoria Moulton-Whittall 

Social Committee Yvette Voisard 

Website Administrator Wendy King, Ashli MacLnnis 

Interest Groups coordinator 

Assistant 

Judy Wilson-Herring 

Sandra McDannold 

 

  LAMPE Scholarship Foundation 

President: Heather Bowman Vice President: Carol Mooney 

Secretary: Yvette Voisard Treasurer: Mary Labbée 

   

  As the 45th anniversary of our club’s founding continues until the end 

of 2013, I think often of the founders’ dedication to this club and the 

community.  All present members are continuing that remarkable 

commitment to education, improving the status of women and girls, 

and the protection of human rights.  All activities take place in the 

spirit of cooperation and friendship. 
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In mid-July, I attended the National AGM in Saskatoon.  I attended keynote 

speeches, lectures and workshops, as well as the Annual General Meeting.  Two things 

were most significant.  All resolutions passed and there was an Emergency Resolution 

presented by UWC Toronto about the Long Form Census.  First  to be a true Emergency, 

and then was passed by a majority of the voting body.  Secondly, the National Office is 

now providing much more support to clubs to enhance our local competency in running 

our clubs.  There were workshops on Advocacy, Membership Increase and Retention and 

Communications.  Of particular interest to our club are the tools to (re)develop a website.  

The CFUW 11th Annual Summer Market, Book Sale and Silent Auction, was a 

blowout success again this year! 60% of our members were involved in the Summer Market 

in some capacity.  This is truly amazing considering that many of our members had also 

volunteered at the Canada Summer Games only a week or so prior to the Market.  

Congratulations to all! 

We have an interesting Fall and Winter program prepared and I look forward to 

seeing many of you at the first General Meeting on Thursday, September 19 at 7:00 PM at 

Amédée Beaudoin, Lennoxville.  If anyone needs a ride, or any other form of assistance, 

please contact Bev Smith (819)-826-3929). 

 

 

45th Anniversary Celebration 
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2013-2014              President: Mary Jane Amey                    ___Members  

 

Past President Carol Mooney 

First Vice-President 

Resolutions Chair 

Second Vice-President 

CFUW National Liaison 

Treasurer & Assistant 

Secretary 

 

Marie France Boisvert 

 

Marie Trousdell 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

Mary Rhodes, Yvette Voisard 

Rosemary Turmel (General) 

Yvette Voisard (Executive) 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Program Chair & assistant 

Reservations 

Bulletin Editor 

Co-Membership Coordinators 

Claire Holt, Sandy Kouri 

Sera Gagliardi 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp,  

Heather Bowman, Linda Nightingale 

Publicity, Assistant Bev Taber Smith, Victoria Moulton 

Status of Women 

Legislation/Human Rights 

Dorothy Duncan 

Heather Keith  

Archivist 

Education Public Speaking, Co-Chairs 

Rosemary Turmel 

Jane Loiselle, Victoria Moulton 

Social Committee Yvette Voisard 

Website Administrator Wendy King, Carol Mooney 

Interest Groups coordinator, Assistant JudyWilson-Herring, Sandra McDannold 

 

LAMPE Scholarship Foundation 

President: Heather Bowman Vice President: Carol Mooney 

Secretary: Yvette Voisard Treasurer: Mary Labbée 

  

The Winter Olympics are over and our athletes did us proud.  Now 

we have shorter nights, more sun and maple sugaring has begun …. 

Spring can’t be far behind. 

For the 2013-14 CFUW Sherbrooke and District season, your 

Executive chose 3 priorities. We call them our ABCs for this year.  

Those letters stand for Advocacy, Bylaws and Communication.  As you 

know, we’ve set up an Advocacy Committee and joined the 77% of CFUW Clubs who 

work intentionally toward change locally, nationally and internationally.  There is always 

room for more of you to join us.  
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Bylaws form the foundation on which our Club operates and provide the rules and 

regulations that govern our Club.  As Eileen Grant wrote in her 2012 Workshop at the 

National CFUW AGM: “often building bylaws, reviewing them or revising them is the 

least favorite job of a Club Board, so the job is often delayed or simply ignored.  Either 

approach is risky and detrimental to the organization.”   

Our bylaws were last formally reviewed and amended in 2008.  Since then at least three 

changes have occurred that need to be reflected in our Bylaws.  The first 2 come to us from 

changes made on a Federation-wide basis and the third occurred locally.  Membership 

criteria for all Clubs were changed by majority vote at the CFUW 2012 AGM.  So all Clubs 

are changing or have changed the membership criteria contained in their Bylaws, in order 

to stay aligned with National CFUW policy. 

The Purposes of CFUW have also been clarified and because we at Sherbrooke and District 

share the purposes outlined in the National CFUW Articles and Bylaws with all other clubs 

across Canada, we now use the standardized wording.  And lastly, the Fondation Lampe 

Foundation is still referred to as the “Scholarship Foundation” in the Club Bylaws.  We 

will ensure that all references to the Foundation are updated.  These are just some of the 

amendments you will see in the 2014 Bylaws.  We look forward to presenting you with the 

updated and restated bylaws shortly, for membership study and approval.  Until 

amendments are accepted by the membership, the existing Bylaws continue to be in effect.  

And finally, to operationalize our communication priority, we plan to have a functioning 

website completed during 2014.  I enjoy working with you all.     

 

Sumer Market 

 

 

December Christmas Meeting 
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2014-2015                                President: Executive Committee                 93 Members 

 

Past President Mary Jane Amey 

First Vice-President Marie Trousdell 

Secretary  Yvette Voisard 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Treasurer, Assistant Mary Rhodes, Yvette Voisard 

Membership Judy Cassidy 

Program Natalyia Vermenko 

Public Speaking Jane Loiselle 

Publicity Chair & Assistant Bev Taber Smith 

Social Chair Yvette Voisard 

Education Chairs  

Advocacy Dorothy Duncan and Heather Keith 

Bulletin Editors  

Interest Group Coordinator & Assistant Judy Wilson and Allison Connelly 

Archivist Rosemary Turmel 

Lampe Foundation Heather Bowman 

 

Annual Report as of May 4, 2015 

Membership-Bilan des Membres  

We presently have 93 members and this is slightly down from last year as a result of deaths, 

moves, age and other interests.  

   

Program and Activities-Le programme et les Activités  

• September 17, 2014, General Meeting.  Information and sign-up for Club and Interest 

groups 

• October 15, 2014, General Meeting. Presentation by Nataliya Vermenko, CFUW 

member, on the situation in the Ukraine followed by questions. Representation of the 

Canadian Ukrainian community was invited. 

• November 20, 2014, General Meeting. Presentation by Diane Lefebvre, professor of 

the Third Age University (UTA) of the University of Sherbrooke on the structure, 

basic principles and organization of the UTA. 

• December, 9, 2014, General Meeting and Christmas Party. 

• January 20, 2015, General Meeting and presentation by Josée Fortin, Director 

General of the Sherbrooke Innapole on the role of women in senior management in 

Quebec. 

• April 14, 2015, General Meeting and presentation by Terry Moore, Executive 

Director of the Lennoxville and District Women’s Centre on the work of the Centre, 

and the problems facing the women’s population of Lennoxville. 

• May 6, 2015, Public Speaking Competition. 
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• May 21, 2015, Annual General Meeting followed by a dinner and presentation of the 

Lampe Foundation Awards. 

• May 26, 2015, Joint Executive Pot Luck meeting.  

 

Fundraising-Levées de fonds 

• In the last week of August, the Club holds an annual Book, Food Sale and Silent 

Auction. Money raised goes to affiliated Lampe Foundation, Public Speaking contest 

and other club activities.   

• Interest groups of the club raise funds in a variety of ways 

• The CFUWSD Grannies have been fund raising for the Stephen Lewis Foundation 

since 2006 and the group has been credited with raising $80,000 for the Foundation.  

Fund raising activities include games/tea afternoons, gently used clothing sales, 

creation of AIDS angels for sale, sale of tickets to student theatre performances…  

• The bridge group meets weekly and each person contributes two dollars.  We usually 

raise over $1000 in this way and the bridge players vote on how to distribute these 

funds:  to a cancer hospice, to the women’s center, to an interesting teaching 

initiative, to a cancer support group… 

• The book groups meet monthly and individuals contribute two dollars to the book 

fund.  We discuss distribution of the monies (about $800) and support local small 

libraries and school libraries.  We also buy appropriate English books in memory of 

our deceased members and donate them to the library.  

• The walking group chooses a different charity each year to support with their loonie 

collection. 

• Recently we collected funds to buy food cards to be distributed to some of the 28 

aboriginal students studying at the local CEGEP. 

 

Scholarship/Fellowships- les Bourses 

• The Lampe Foundation continues to light the way to a brighter future. In 2014, 

twenty-six (26) different awards for a total amount of $28 000 were granted to 

students at all levels of education, from secondary level to post graduate level.  

• Two new agriculture awards were added this year in partnership with the Tillotson 

Regional Coaticook Fund. This fund supports those students enrolled in agriculture 

education programs. 

• A CFUW Sherbrooke and District member Nataliya Vermenko was awarded the 

Norma Reiss Award. This award is to a member enrolled in full time post graduate 

studies. 

 

Advocacy-Défense d’intérêts  

• Actions related to CFUW Resolutions - We consult our membership on the topics of 

the resolutions and forward the comments that come out of this action to the central 

office.   

• We collaborate with the local women’s center (the vigil for the Polyvalent, offering 

clothing for their second-hand boutique). 
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Aboriginal Initiative with Champlain College, Lennoxville 

• As part of our mandate with the Quebec Provincial Council, CFUW reached out to 

Champlain College to discuss possible initiatives that would assist the Aboriginal 

students attending Champlain. 

• In discussions with Randi Heatherington, Advisor Aboriginal Services, it was learned 

that two ways CFUW, Sherbrooke & District could assist were through food cards 

for students and review of scholarship and bursary applications to Indspire.  Many of 

the students have children and live in accommodations off campus (no residences 

provided).   Some receive assistance from their Band Councils; many do not.   

• At the Christmas party for CFUW, Sherbrooke & District, members were asked to 

contribute to food cards for these students.  A total of $275 dollars was raised and 11 

food cards were presented to Randi in January. 

• As well, in late April/early May, 4 members of CFUW have volunteered to review 

the applications for scholarships and bursaries from Indspire.  These students are 

competing nationally for these awards.  For many of the students, English is their 

second or third language. Randi is most appreciative of this assistance as she often 

has 10 or so applications to review and revise. 

 

Communications and Publicity-Communications et la publicité  

• Communication and publicity in doing outreach to members and general public 

• Using club and CFUW social media tools for membership development 

• Receive and distribute to the Executive Committee the weekly bulletins ‘Week in 

Review’ circulated by CFUW, National to keep our Executive apprised of 

developments at the National level 

• The Club introduced a Facebook page for members and discontinued maintenance of 

our website.   

 

Links with other groups and CFUW-Liens avec les autres Clubs et FCFDU  

• Joint projects are in progress with the Women’s Centre in Lennoxville and Champlain 

College for their aboriginal students.   

• Our own AGM is held in May in conjunction with the annual Lampe awards evening.   

 

Sustainability and Governace- La viabilité durable et gouvernance  

• Recruiting board members and other club leaders – Fortunately, several members 

have remained in their executive positions for many years. It is the same for interest 

group leaders.  The Executive Committee served as president this year.  Next year, 

we will have a new president and vice-president.   

• Strategic planning and budgeting – Our budget meets our needs. Although some clubs 

have a strategic plan, this club does not. It is perhaps something to consider in the 

future. 

• Updating Club by-laws – A first draft with substantial changes is complete.  Editing 

and informing our general membership is in progress.   

 

Respectfully submitted, Marie Trousdell,  

1st Vice President, CFUW Sherbrooke and District 

The Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW)- Sherbrooke and District 
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This Bulletin is the final publication for the year 2014-2015. The year was marked by the 

absence of a president. It was the members of the Executive Committee who shared the 

responsibility for leading the club. A special thank you is extended to those who offered to 

organize meetings and to help prepare required documents. This temporary situation will 

change as of May 26, 2015, when the Joint Executive Committee will be held with the aim 

of transferring responsibilities to the new Executive. As of that date, I will begin serving 

as President and Judy Hopps will serve as First Vice President. 

On May 21, 2015, we will be holding our Annual General Meeting, the most significant 

meeting of the year. By combining the end of the year meeting with the granting of the 

Lampe Foundation awards, we are reminded of the purpose of the club to sustain and 

promote education. We look forward to seeing a large number of our club members on 

hand to celebrate a successful year and to congratulate the award winners. 

Prepared by Marie Trousdell, First Vice President 

 

 

Carol Mooney, Co-President of the Lampe 

Foundation of CFUW Sherbrooke & 

District receives the Governor-General’s 

Caring Canadian award from his 

Excellency the Right Honourable David 

Johnston at a Rideau Hall ceremony on 

April 14, 2015.   

 

Photo credit:  MCpl Vincent Carbonneau, Rideau Hall 

©Her Majesty The Queen in Right of Canada represented by the Office of the Secretary 

to the Governor General, 2015.  
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2015-2016                              President: Marie Trousdell                           102 Members 

 

Past President Carol Mooney 

1st Vice President Judy Hopps 

2nd Vice President To be determined 

Secretary Executive Yvette Voisard 

Secretary General Jill den Hertog 

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan-White 

Treasurer & Assistant Mary Rhodes, Yvette Voisard 

Publicity Chair & Assistant Bev Taber Smith, (to be determined) 

Social Chair Yvette Voisard 

Education Chairs  

Public Speaking Jane Loiselle 

Program Chair & Assistant To be determined 

Legislation/Human Rights Heather Keith 

Status of Women Dorothy Duncan 

Bulletin Editors Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

CFUW Judy Hopps 

Membership Heather Bowman & Judy Cassidy 

Interest Group Coordinator & Assistant Judy Wilson-Herring, Allison Connelly 

Archivist Rosemary Turmel 

Website Administrator, Web Monitor Vacant 

Reservations Sera Gagliardi 

 

The month of May is always an important month for our club since 

it signals the end of the year by holding the Annual General Meeting. 

This year it will be held on Thursday, May 26 and will take place at 

the Hotel Le Président beginning at 5:15 pm. The AGM provides an 

opportunity for club members to hear and comment on activities that 

took place over the past year and to offer suggestions for the next. 

We will also be presenting with a new slate of nominee directors 

and ask for your approval. This business meeting will be followed by a dinner and 

presentation of scholarships by the Lampe Foundation. I hope to see many of you at this 

positive event that reminds us of the mission of CFUW Sherbrooke and District. 
As most of you are aware, the national CFUW Annual General Meeting will be held in 

June in St. Catherines, Ontario. It promises to be a very interesting meeting since we will 

be discussing our relationship with the Graduate Women International (GWI) previously 

known as The International Federation of University Women (IFUW). Your Executive 

Committee has been keeping up to date on information being sent to us by the National 

CFUW with the aim of making sure that the vote that I make on your behalf reflects our 

ideas and our mission.  

We are proud of the accomplishments that have taken place this year. Some of the 

highlights are the following: 

• Conducted organized tours of the Townships in June with six out of town members 

attending the AGM in Quebec City. 
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• Designed and purchased a new club banner.  

• Hosted the autumn Quebec Council Meeting at Orford 

• Revised and had approved the Bylaws of CFUW Sherbrooke & District. 

• Conducted a telephone questionnaire to receive membership ideas and feedback. 

• Initiated the use of call lists to contact all members prior to each General Meeting.  

• Introduced the breakfast meeting format with positive results. 

• Increased attendance at all General Meetings compared to the previous year. 

• Continued with the Champlain College Aboriginal Initiative. 

• Participated in supporting the new Syrian Refugees to our Community through 

furniture collection and English language classes. 

• Contributed to the Lampe Foundation to permit the endowment of the Eileen Healy 

Leadership Scholarship at Bishop’s University. 

• Thank you for your continued support of our club and a special thank you to the 

members of the Executive Committee who deserve to be commended for their 

extraordinary contribution. 

Marie Trousdell, President 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right: Judy Hopps, Randi Heatherington and 

Carol Mooney. 
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2016-2017                              President: Marie Trousdell                           104 Members 

 

Past President Carol Mooney 

Vice-President 

Fundraising Committee* 

 

Summer Market Assistants 

 

Treasurer 

Finance Committee* 

 

Secretaries 

Judy Hopps 

Judy Hopps, Bev Taber Smith, Marie Trousdell, Lee 

Sullivan-Lapp, Heather Bowman 

Yvette Voisard, Judy Keenan, Judy Cassidy, 

Dorothy Duncan 

Mary Rhodes 

Yvette Voisard, Marie Trousdell, Maya 

Chechelnitzky 

Jill den Hertog and Judy Keenan (General) 

Yvette Voisard (Executive) Carol Mooney assistant  

Corresponding Secretary Margaret Logan White 

Co-Program Directors 

Reservations 

Newsletter Director 

Membership Director 

Assistant 

Dorothy Duncan and Geraldine McGurk 

Sera Gagliardi 

Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

Heather Bowman 

Judy Cassidy 

Publicity Director  

Assistants 

Bev Taber Smith  

Irene Briand, Liane Chacra 

Social Director Yvette Voisard 

Advocacy Director 

Advocacy Committee* 

Marie Trousdell 

Heather Keith, Dorothy Duncan, Lee Sullivan-Lapp  

Interest Groups Director 

Assistant 

Judy Wilson-Herring 

Allison Connelly 

Archivist 

Public Speaking Director 

Public Speaking Committee* 

Rosemary Turmel 

Jane Loiselle 

To be determined 

50th Anniversary Planning 

Committee 

Judy Hopps, Bev Taber Smith, Liane Chacra, Lee 

Sullivan-Lapp, Wendy Durrant, Rosemary Turmel, 

Carol Mooney 

*standing committee of CFUW Sherbrooke & District 

 

LAMPE Scholarship Foundation    

Co-President: Heather Bowman Co-Vice President: Carol Mooney 

Secretary: Yvette Voisard Treasurer: Mary Labbée 
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In September, 2015 the Executive Committee set three main 

objectives for the year ahead. They include: 1) stimulate member 

engagement in club activities, 2) encourage the membership to 

grow and remain with the club and 3) complete the revision of the 

Bylaws. Our efforts throughout the year have concentrated on these 

three objectives and although the first two objectives remain 

pertinent for the year ahead, we are pleased to present in this end of 

year report the positive results of our efforts. 

At this time last year CFUW Sherbrooke and District had a total of 93 paid members and 

this year we can report that the membership is now 101. Thirteen new members joined the 

club and we lost 5 members due to various reasons including deaths and moves.  

Those members who attended the Annual General Meeting in Quebec City returned 

inspired with new ideas for reaching the members. One was to use a call list prior to each 

General Meeting and another was to conduct a telephone questionnaire asking members 

for their ideas on how we could improve our meeting format. Seventy-five percent of our 

total membership was contacted. The suggestion that was received most frequently was to 

hold breakfast meetings for at least some of the meetings, particularly during the winter. 

Two General Meetings are now breakfast meetings. Another idea that was put into effect 

was to enlist club members as speakers with the goal of increasing member involvement 

but also to present the interesting and impressive work our members are doing in their 

communities and elsewhere. We are also asking our members to bring a friend to the 

meeting. As a result of these efforts, attendance at the General Meetings from September 

2015 to March 2016 has increased considerably. The following is a summary of the year’s 

program: 

• June 18-24, 2015, CFUW AGM in Quebec City. Five members attended the 

meeting in Quebec City, four members acted as volunteers. Organized tours of the 

Townships were held for six out of town members. 

• September 9, 2015, General Meeting. Information on the year ahead, presentation 

of the new banner with the message “The Power of Women Working Together”, 

presentation of the telephone questionnaire results and sign-up for club and interest 

groups. 

• October 20, 2015, General Meeting. Presentation by member Geraldine McGurk 

on Travelling Solo. Members of the Lampe Foundation announced the honouree 

for the first CFUW visionary award to Lorraine Codère, founding member and first 

President of CFUW Sherbrooke and District.  

• October 24, 2015, Provincial Council Meeting at Centre d’arts Orford. We 

were the hosts at this provincial meeting that received guests from the other Quebec 

CFUW clubs. Eighteen of our members attended. Presentation by Randi 

Hetherington and Aboriginal students from Champlain College. 
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• November 19, 2015, General Meeting. First Breakfast meeting with 70 members 

and guests in attendance. Adoption of the revised Bylaws. Presentation by members 

Dian Cohen and Carol Mooney on “How the Massawippi Valley Health Centre in 

Ayer’s Cliff came into existence”. 

• December 8, 2015, General Meeting.  Presentation of 5 Lampe Foundation 

awards followed by the Christmas Party. 

• February 17, 2016, General Meeting. Study of 5 CFUW resolutions followed by 

recommendation and vote. 

• March 17, 2016, General Meeting. This was our second breakfast meeting. The 

attendance again was impressive. The speaker for the meeting was the Honourable 

Marie-Claude Bibeau. 

• May 5, 2016, Public speaking Contest. Five different schools are enrolled in this 

activity. 

• May 26, 2016, Annual General Meeting followed by dinner and Lampe 

Foundation Awards. 

As has been the case over the years, the Club has concentrated efforts to raise funds through 

the following measures: 

• Annual Book, Food Sale and Silent Auction. This is the main fund-raising 

activity of the club. The money raised goes to the affiliated Lampe Foundation, the 

Public Speaking contest awards and various other club activities. This year the sale 

was held on August 28, 29, 2015. A Summer Sale and Fund-Raising Committee 

has been formed for the year 2016-2017 to plan for the next sale and to identify 

new fund-raising methods. 

• Interest Groups and fund raising. The CFUW Sherbrooke and District 

Grannies group continued to fund raise for the Stephen Louis Foundation. On 

October 23, 2015 the Annual Gently Used Clothing Sale was held and on April 19, 

2016 the Benefit Tea with bridge and games. These activities raised a total of 

$3000. To date the Group has donated a total of $90,000 to the Foundation. The 

Book Group annually collects approximately $800 and distributes monies to local 

and school libraries. The Bridge Group decides on a yearly basis how the monies 

collected monthly will be distributed. The $2 contribution at each weekly bridge 

gathering results in approximately $1000. The Walking Group chooses a different 

charity each year to support. 

• Collection of Funds at Christmas Party. These funds are used to buy food cards 

that are distributed to the Aboriginal students studying at the Champlain College in 

Lennoxville who are experiencing financial difficulty. 

The Lampe foundation has had a very successful year: 

• A former CFUW Sherbrooke and District member in a Seniors’ Residence donated 

$50,000 to the Lampe Foundation 
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• 28 awards were given for a total of $30,000. These were given to students at all 

levels, high school, Vocational centers, CEGEP and Universities. 

• 3 new exciting awards were created (High School Leadership Award, Agriculture 

Awards, CFUW Sherbrooke and District Commemorative Award). 

• Theatre Benefit Evening at the Piggery Theatre in North Hatley raised $1500.00 

• Endowment of the Eileen Healy Leadership Scholarship at Bishops University. 

This was made possible with donations from past winners and from the CFUW 

Sherbrooke and District club. 

Advocacy-Defense d’intérêts: 

• CFUW Resolutions. All five CFUW resolutions for the year were studied and 

voted on at our February 17, 2016 General Meeting. Planning is underway on how 

we could improve the process. It was agreed that next year working groups will be 

created followed by recommendations and voting at a General Meeting. It is felt 

that this method would encourage greater member participation and more in-depth 

analysis of each resolution. 

•  Champlain College Aboriginal initiative. Our club continues to support this 

group of students. This year we donated 12-$25 food gift cards, held a potluck 

supper in January 2016 and offered support to students to write letters for 

applications for scholarships and bursaries.  

• Syrian Refugees. Our club has been involved in the arrival of Syrian Refugees to 

Sherbrooke by collecting items such as furniture to furnish apartments being 

prepared to receive an ever-increasing number of families. A group of CFUW 

members are offering English classes on Saturday mornings to 20 refugees. 

CFUW Sherbrooke and District activities are published in four of our local newspapers. 

The CBC English language radio station announces coming events. Additionally, posters 

in local establishments are used to advertise CFUW Sherbrooke and District events. We 

are increasingly using Facebook as a way to share information and pictures. We are aiming 

to update our website during the coming year. Information coming from the CFUW 

National Office is shared with the Executive Committee on a regular basis. 

We participate in Provincial CFUW meetings in April and in the Fall. Last year we hosted 

the Provincial Quebec Council meeting held on October 24, 2016. Representatives are 

present at the Annual General Meeting of CFUW.  

Sustainability and Governance-La viabilité durable et gouvernance : 

• A Nominating Committee is in place. A new slate of officers will be presented for 

approval at our Annual General Meeting on May 26, 2016. All positions have been 

filled. 

• The President and Vice President will continue for another year and this situation 

will provide continuity for the coming year. 

• Planning is done on a yearly basis with the setting of objectives for the coming year. 

The Lampe Foundation has a strategic plan.  
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Other Comments-Autres Commentaires: 

It was brought to our attention by the City of Sherbrooke Council of our need to provide 

proof of being holders of liability insurance if we are to use the Amédée Beaudoin 

Community Center for our meetings. Following a review of options available to us we have 

decided to proceed with plans to purchase insurance through BFL Canada, a firm providing 

insurance for non-profit organizations. 

The Executive Committee is to be commended for the continuous support that it provides 

to the President. There is willingness by all members to participate, to offer suggestions 

and to volunteer time and effort to make this Club function well. The Committee deserves 

to be commended for this extraordinary volunteer commitment. 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Marie Trousdell, President, CFUW Sherbrooke and District 

May, 2016 
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2017-2018                              President: Judy Hopps                                  94 Members 

 

Past President Marie Trousdell 

President Judy Hopps 

Vice President Vacant 

Fundraising Committee* Judy Hopps, Bev Taber Smith, Marie 

Trousdell, Lee Sullivan-Lapp, Heather 

Bowman 

Summer Market Assistants Yvette Voisard, Judy Keenan, Judy 

Cassidy, Dorothy Duncan 

Treasurer Mary Rhodes 

Finance Committee* Yvette Voisard, Judy Hopps, Maya 

Chechelnitzky 

Secretarial Committee* Heather Keith (General); Yvette Voisard 

(Executive); Margie Logan-White 

(Corresponding); Sera Gagliardi 

(Reservations); Rosemary Turmel 

(Archivist); Carol Mooney (assistant to 

secretaries) 

Co-Program Directors Dorothy Duncan, Geraldine McGurk 

Newsletter Director Lee Sullivan-Lapp 

Co-Publicity Directors Liane Chacra, Irene Briand 

Social Director Yvette Voisard 

Membership Director & assistant Heather Bowman & Judy Cassidy 

Interest Group Director & assistant Judy Wilson-Herring & Allison Connelly 

Advocacy Director Marie Trousdell 

Advocacy Committee* Heather Keith, Dorothy Duncan, Lee 

Sullivan-Lapp 

Public Speaking Director Jane Loiselle, committee to be determined 

50th Anniversary Planning Committee Judy Hopps, Bev Taber Smith, Liane 

Chacra, Lee Sullivan-Lapp, Wendy 

Durrant, Rosemary Turmel, Carol Mooney 

*standing committee of CFUW Sherbrooke & District 

 

LAMPE Scholarship Foundation  

Co-presidents: Heather Bowman and Carol Mooney    

Secretary: Yvette Voisard Treasurer: Mary Labbée 
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Introduction  

It has been another very productive year for the Club and we are 

proud of what we have been able to achieve throughout the year. 

Some highlights of the year include:  

•   a 3-5-year Strategic Plan (this incorporates the ten main objectives 

    of prior years);  

•   planning for the 50th Anniversary of the Club;  

• initiation of Fund Scrip to assist with fund raising for an Indigenous Scholarship 

for Bishop’s University to be awarded to coincide with the 100th Anniversary of 

CFUW;  

• collection of funds for food cards and the hosting of Champlain Aboriginal students 

at our Annual Potluck Supper; and,  

• our Public Speaking Competition.  

 

Membership – Bilan des members  

The Club currently has 97 members, including 6 new members this year. In the past month, 

4 individuals have expressed an interest in joining our club in September; two of whom 

will attend our AGM/Awards evening in May. Newly retired women moving to the Eastern 

Townships is becoming a source of new members as well as continuing to encourage our 

members to bring a friend. For the first time, the Club published a Club Directory (as 

opposed to an Excel spreadsheet). We are in the process of collecting their other volunteer 

roles in the community as well as positions served in the Club.  

Program and Activities – le programme et les activités  

Again, this year we have varied the format of our general meetings. The September and 

October meetings were held at 7:00 p.m. followed by a speaker at 8:00 p.m. The February 

meeting was an afternoon tea with speaker and the November and April were breakfast 

meetings, all with speakers. Topics ranged from literacy and coop-housing options in 

Sherbrooke to international initiatives of 60 Million Girls Foundation and closing the 

achievement gap in the Cree School Board. We also changed up our General Meetings by 

having a social half hour prior to the Business meeting. This has proved to be popular with 

members.  

The following is a summary of our program and activities since May 25, 2017:  

June 24, 25, 2017 CFUW AGM in Richmond, B.C. The President represented the club 

at this annual meeting.  

June 10, 2017 Piggery Benefit in North Hatley featuring Craig Morrison  

August 25, 26, 2017 Summer Market  

September 13, 2017 General Meeting. New Member and Interest Group sign up evening 

with a presentation on CFUW, the mission, activities and what it means to belong to the 

organization.  

October 11, 2017 General Meeting. The speaker was Katie Lowry of Phelps Help  

October 13, 14, 2017 Grannies’ Clothing Sale. Funds raised for Stephen Lewis 

Foundation  

November 22, 2017 General Meeting. Breakfast meeting with speaker Wanda Bedard, 

60 Million Girls Foundation.  
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December 7, 2017 Christmas Party and presentation of Lampe Foundation awards, 

including the CFUW Commemorative Award named in honour of Thelma Pitman for 

2017-18.  

February 14, 2018 General Meeting. Afternoon Tea with speaker Philippe Grenier, Co-

Op Housing Option in Estrie  

April 11, 2018 General Meeting. Breakfast meeting with speaker W. Joe MacNeil, 

Closing the Achievement Gap in Cree First Nation School.  

Fundraising – Levées de fonds  

 

Summer Market (Annual Book, Food Sale, Raffle, Attic Treasures and Silent 

Auction)  

This is the main fundraising activity of the Club. The monies raised goes to our foundation, 

the Lampe Foundation for support of scholarships, the Public Speaking Competition for 

local high schools and general club activities and expenses. The event raised $6000. 

However, sales were down again this year for book sales and silent auction.  

  

Interest Groups: The Interest Groups remain very popular amongst our members. The 

Grandmothers to Grandmothers continue to raise funds for the Stephen Lewis Foundation. 

They held their annual Used Clothing Sale in late October and have just held their Tea and 

Games afternoon; all open to the general public. Some of the Interest Groups collect loonies 

and toonies at each meeting and choose local charities to support. This year, the Executive 

asked the Interest Groups to support the Indigenous Scholarship for which the club is 

raising funds. Most have agreed that they would submit some or all funds to this cause.  

 

Collection at Christmas party: The Annual Christmas party collected funds again this 

year for food cards distributed to Aboriginal students studying at Champlain College in 

Lennoxville who are experiencing financial difficulties.  

 

Fund Scrip: Our Club initiated this program to assist with raising funds for the Indigenous 

Scholarship. We have raised $245 to date.  

 

Scholarships/Fellowships – Les Bourses  

The Lampe Foundation gave out over $36,550 in awards in 2017 at all levels of education; 

high school, vocational school, college and university. Two of its awards are at the post-

graduate level. Our Club ranks in the top tier overall in scholarships and bursaries given 

out by clubs across the country. Clubs giving more funds are Toronto, Vancouver, Victoria, 

Ottawa and St. John’s. Our Annual Awards evening is May 24th following our AGM.  

The Club is currently raising funds for an Indigenous Scholarship for a student at Bishop’s 

University in the Department of Education. Education is key to reconciliation. We have 

strategically chosen an Indigenous student becoming a teacher, as we strongly believe that 

this individual will return to their home community to serve as a role model encouraging 

youth to stay in school and pursue an education. The ripple effect of this scholarship will 

be manifold, as recipients will have the opportunity to impact the lives of generations of 

young people. We have raised $13,500 so far. The plan is to award the first scholarship in 

2019 in conjunction with the 100th Anniversary.  
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Advocacy-Defense d’Intérêts:  

CFUW Resolutions. Our Advocacy Committee invited members to participate in 2 study 

groups – Refugee Discrimination and Youth Homelessness. Minor recommendations were 

forwarded to National as result of these discussions. Club members were also asked to send 

letters to their MP’s regarding the Resolution on the Right to Safe, Clean, Accessible and 

Affordable Drinking Water and Sanitation on First Nations Reserves in Canada. As well, I 

sent a letter to the Prime Minister and received a response that the letter had been referred 

to the appropriate office.  

 

Aboriginal Initiative at Champlain College: We have now completely disbursed the 

donation of $1,000 from Quebec Provincial Council. In each of the past 2 years, we have 

distributed the $250 in food cards and $250 for traditional crafts. A workshop was given 

by Ena Greyeyes, a Central Plains Cree artist to the students at Champlain. Ena also works 

part-time with Champlain as an Elder. The traditional crafts workshop was well received 

by the students. The Club also held its annual Potluck Supper for Champlain College 

Aboriginal students. Homemade food is donated by members of the Club who also attend 

the supper with the students. A total of 22 food cards were donated this year to the program. 

As well, 3-$400 Dr. Roberta Cameron Awards were presented to deserving students at the 

Potluck Supper.  

 

Communications and Publicity – Communication et la publicité  

We continue to publish our activities in local papers, including French media. As well the 

CBC English language radio station announces events. All events are posted on Facebook 

as a way of sharing information and some Interest groups share their photos. Our website 

is a work in progress and it will be completed by September 2018. All members of the 

Executive Committee subscribe to updates from National Office and motions discussed at 

Executive Committee as appropriate. Members are encouraged to sign-up for CFUW 

updates.  

For our 50th Anniversary we have created displays with photos and text to showcase past 

events, our interest groups and current projects. These displays are being exhibited in 

libraries and museums in the area. A second initiative is the publishing of a monthly article 

in The Record, the only English language daily in Quebec. The 50th Anniversary 

committee developed 8 themes and members are writing the articles. We are also using the 

topics strategically with publication prior to upcoming events. A general article was written 

by one of the staff at the Record in January to kick off the series CFUW – 50 years of 

community involvement. The purpose of the series is to raise our profile and awareness in 

the community in the hopes of attracting new members. We are also updating our History 

and creating a Historical Timeline with photos for key events.  

 

Links with other groups and CFUW—Liens avec les autres clubs et FCFDU: 

Sherbrooke & District continues to participate in Quebec Council meetings. I, as President, 

attended the CFUW National Conference last June and will be hosting a group meeting in 

June for the electronic AGM meeting. We participate in the exchange of 

newsletters/bulletins from our Quebec clubs.  
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Sustainability and Governance—La viabilité durable et gouvernance: This past 

January, the Club completed a 3-5-year Strategic Plan with key objectives of Membership, 

Governance, Advocacy and Community. Actions have been identified for each key 

objective. The Nominating Committee is in place and will present a new slate of officers 

for approval at our Annual General Meeting on May 24, 2018. The main vacancy is Vice 

President and members of the Nominating Committee are working diligently to fill this 

position, otherwise, there will be no President in 2019. There are several committees that 

work off line in key areas and, usually headed by Directors who sit on the Executive 

Committee. The Directors report on activities at each Executive Committee meeting and 

at the Business portion of the General meeting to keep our membership informed. As well, 

we are currently reviewing our By-Laws to incorporate the Ethical Behaviour Policy, as 

appropriate.  

I would like to thank all members of the Executive Committee for their time, talent and 

treasures and their commitment to CFUW. It is a pleasure to serve our membership when 

so many of you are willing to go the extra mile to make a difference in our community. I 

look forward to celebrating our 50th Anniversary later this year and to our Club’s continued 

impact locally, nationally and internationally.  
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Appendix 1 

Fondation des Bourses d’Études des Femmes Diplômées 

des Universités Région de Sherbrooke 

by Wendy King 

 

A modest scholarship fund was established in 1973-1974, when Eileen Healy was 

President of the Club.  The following year, Claire Heilig took over as Club Treasurer and 

remained in that position for 22 years until 1996.  Claire carefully put aside money to pay 

for small prizes.  The Daphne Codère Prizes for proficiency in oral French were first given 

in 1975.  In 1976, the first Eileen Healy Prize was awarded at Bishop’s University for a 

woman going on to graduate studies.  Nine years later in 1985, a Science Prize was offered 

at Champlain Regional College in Pure and Applied Sciences for a local woman who 

intended to pursue further studies.  Funds from the discontinued school essay contest were 

allocated to sponsor a female Nursing Assistant Prize at the Technical Institute of 

Alexander Galt in 1987.  This prize was later renamed the Office Assistant Prize and was 

awarded in any subject, with preference to a mature student. 

Fundraising in these early years was carried out on an annual basis and the output for 

prizes was never more than a few hundred dollars.  The first benefit Book Fair in 1990 

raised over $1000 and the first benefit theatre evening in 1992 raised over $700.  It was at 

the Club’s 25th Anniversary dinner in 1992 that Eileen Healy suggested we form a non-

profit organization so that we could encourage tax-deductible donations and thereby 

increase the fund so that awards could be made with income from investments of capital.  

President Norma Siddiqui took up the challenge and applied for incorporation by Order of 

Letters Patent with the Quebec Government in May 1993.  Official incorporation was 

August 9, 1993, and the official name is French.  The following year, Wendy King 

registered the Foundation with Revenue Canada (No. 89291 2965 RR 0001) and Revenue 

Québec, opened a bank account, organized tax receipts and composed an alteration and 

amendment to the Club constitution concerning duties of the Club Treasurer and formation 

of a non-profit corporation to administer the scholarship fund (Articles IV and X).  These 

amendments were passed March 24, 1994. 

With more money being raised through donations, the assets grew slowly from just 

over $1000 in 1994 to over $5000 in 1998.  At this time, the Scholarship Foundation was 

able to start taking over the awards from the Club expenses and responsibility for all prizes 

was assumed by the Foundation in 2000.  By 2001, the funds had grown to $ 26,000 and a 

new award was established as a bequest of Club member, Marlis Wehr, and later, her 

mother, Sigrid Wehr.  This award was to be given to a mature female student with financial 

need.  A prize at Alexander Galt was also named for Marlis for effort and achievement in 

History.   

A few years of extremely successful silent auctions and generous donations followed.  

In 2004, an Advisory Council was established to assist the executive officers in their 

fiduciary duty as well as aid in strategic planning for the future development of the 

Foundation.  The Council is composed of the executive officers, the President of the Club, 

the Chair of the Education Committee of the Club and several other appointees.  Two new 

awards were then established in 2005.  The Diana MacKay Kuilman Memorial Prize 
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supports a local female student with financial need who wishes to pursue a helping 

profession, such as nursing or physiotherapy.  The Claire Heller-Heilig Prize at l’Université 

de Sherbrooke is awarded to a woman in the special LLB-MBA program who demonstrates 

financial need and community involvement.  This award was another milestone in that it 

represented a financial partnership between the Foundation and an educational institution.  

In 2005, the prize at the Eastern Townships Technical Institute was broadened to recognize 

the three main areas of health, commerce and industry.  The most recent prize established 

is the CFUW Sherbrooke & District Prize for Leadership at Richmond Regional High 

School and was first given in 2007.  The Foundation now stands in the six figures and 

disburses over $5000 each year. 

A special bursary is available for members of CFUW Sherbrooke & District to return 

to full-time studies.  This was first awarded in 2003 and later named after Club member, 

Norma Reiss in 2006. 

 

Board of Directors 

 

President: Mary Ann Morin (1993-1994) 

Claire Heilig (1994-2002) 

Wendy King (2002-present) 

 

Treasurer: Claire Heilig (1993-1994) 

Marlene Provencher (1994-1996) 

Norma Siddiqui (1996-2002) 

Dian Cohen* (2002-present) 

 

Secretary: Wendy King (1993-2002) 

Anne McCormick* (2002-present) 

 

 

*Note that Cohen and McCormick have served as Co-Secretary Treasurers. 
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Appendix 2 

 

Number of Awards given 1975-2018 
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List of Awards 1975 – 2018 

AWARDS 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 

D Codère Junior French-AGHS 8 

winners 

Sharon Hornby Melanie 

Kirkpatrick 

Peter Taylor none Timothy Hall Karyn Littlejohn 

Susan Sidaway (fall) 

D Codère Senior French-AGHS 4 

winners 

Klondie Nadeau Margaret 

Edmond 

Rick Kerr none Judy Nichol Sally Bishop 

Tammy Bellam (fall) 

Eileen Healy Leadership  Maria Sufratequi Janet Adcock Clarinda Olsen Elizabeth Hutchins Lisa Dignard Deborah Nicoll-Batten 

 

 

Awards given 1975-2018 
(continued) 

AWARDS 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 

D Codère Junior French - AGHS Randi Heatherington Sandra Bean Christina Sullivan Krista 

McGregor 

Melissa Smith Trina Townshend Melanie 

Hartzell 

D Codère Senior French - AGHS Debbie Gill Sherry Drew Penny Lafontaine Wendy Hornby Kristine 

Hosein 

Neru Kanwal Gail Bowen 

Eileen Healy Leadership Gladys Batten Elizabeth 

Arnot 

Janice Vaudry 

Carey 

Suzanne Bayly Cary 

Lawrence 

Sharron Runions Katherine 

Hamilton 

Champlain Science Award      Pauline Tsai, 

Nancy Duhane 

Natalie 

Bandrauk 

 

 

Awards given 1975-2018 
(continued) 

AWARDS 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 

D Codère Junior French - AGHS Tessa Wegert Ronald Knapp Melissa Pinchin Tanya Barnett Erica Rose  Namaste Tabak Kerri Gibson 

D Codère Senior French - AGHS Yolanda Fequet Nicole Bird Angela Locke April Lepitre Esther MacDonald John Brock Frank Kovac 

Eileen Healy Leadership Marney Lutz Nathalie 

Schiebel 

Christina Grant Katherine 

Warlund 

Josephine Sciortino Amy Gow Tasia Lazaros 

Champlain Science Award Michelle Goyal Julie Filion Eleni Galanis Christine 

Bergeron 

Nancy Liebrecht Geneviѐve Petit Cynthia Giroux 
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Awards given 1975-2018 
(continued) 

AWARDS 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 

D Codère Junior French - AGHS Michael Durrant Ashlee Jones Angela 

Pawinczuk 

Caitlin Kirby Sarah-Ram Rivett Johua Somers Trevor Gibson 

D Codère Senior French - AGHS Thomas Harper Trish Parsons Julie Pellerin Remy Glauser Katherine Amey Katherine 

Amey 

None 

Eileen Healy Leadership Suzanne Banfill Norma Husk Erin Toole (Ian 

Rice) 

Hannah 

Barkley, 

Annelise Ogle 

Amy Keirstead April Lepitre Amanda 

McCoy 

Champlain Science Award Mary-Helѐne Doyon Geneviѐve 

Tremblay 

Karine Lavigne Edith Talbot Lana Jong Isabelle Dion Jessica Cady 

M & S Wehr (mature student)     Anne Racine Barabara Beech Julie Pinchin 

M Wehr History       Sophie 

Duchastel 

 

 

Awards given 1975-2018 
(continued) 

AWARDS 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

D Codère Junior French - AGHS Terah-Lyn Hartley Stephan Evans Alisha Rowell Shawn Hartwell Karen Bedard-

Lothrop 

Julie Jacques Denzel 

Sutherland 

D Codère Senior French - AGHS Patrick Dewey Emily Benson Angela Lacroix Sasha Powell Robert 

Heggison 

Nicholas 

Mastine 

Jason Waid 

Eileen Healy Leadership Genevieve Masson Kerri Gibson Heather Dezan Sara Limpert Elisa Traficante Eleanor Louson Lesley Ann 

Tarasoff 

Champlain Science Award Jelena Jovic Kimberly 

Mastine, 

Stacey 

Sylvester 

Ilana MacDonald Cora Loomis Nadia Vielleux Khadijah Taseen Katie Mingjie 

Guo 

M & S Wehr (mature student) Andrea Westover Gabrielle 

Michaud 

Janice Jackson Emilie Pelchat Shannon 

Thorne 

Dana Lea 

Yorston 

Helene St-

Amand 

M Wehr History Heidi Monk Miriam 

Lebeau 

Magali Vachon Bethany Vanasse Charles Benoit Gina Boisvert Matthew Stiffel 

SHF Donna Draper       Muray Mwali-

Nachishali 
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AWARDS 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

D & J Kuilman Memorial   Suzie Darbyson Cora Loomis, 

Carmen Moliner 

Mano Guay Tanya McIntyre Tessa Wilson-

Ewing 

SHF VTC LPN    Nadine Griffin  ___________  ____________ Cassandra 

Desindes, Jenny 

Davis 

RRHS Leadership     Dana 

Barrington 

Julie-Ann Logan Caroline Brown 

One Room Schoolhouse       Veronic Fortin 

VTC Industry   Caroline Masson Lise-Marie 

Couillard 

Mariette St.-

Jacques 

Violet Malbeuf  

Claire Heilig   Christine 

Leblanc 

Jennifer Brodeur Maryse 

Legault-

Arsenault 

Emilie Bilodeau Jessica De 

Tillieux 

Norma Reiss Returning Scholar Susan Fletcher None Heather Keith Amy Svotelis None None Wendy King 

SHF VTC Health Care Facilities       Vanessa Lavers 

 

Awards given 1975-2018 
(continued) 

AWARDS 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

D Codère Junior French - AGHS Sarena Brown Krista 

Whalen 

   Paul 

Nimmervoll 

Carlie Mosher 

D Codère Senior French - AGHS Rebecca Gallagher Kenneth 

Sparkes 

 Kathy Dezan  Michelle Coates 

Emma 

Spaulding 

Ruth Aluha 

Eileen Healy Leadership Claire Holt Samantha 

Juraschka 

Meaghan Barlow Emily Prangley 

Desormeaux 

Erica Zucker Lisa Astrologo Kirsten Branigan 

Champlain Science Award Chelsea Laberee Anum Ali Alexia 

Coulombe-Leveq  

Amelie 

Bellemare  

Miriam Bass  Di Sun Elisabeth 

Mercier 

M & S Wehr (mature student) Katrina Paxton Amy Daoust Sarah Fournier Susan Magwood Heather 

Rediker 

Vicky Veilleux Clea Corman 

M Wehr History Katie Booth Caleb 

Willms 

 Clement 

Moliner-Roy 

Spencer Nadeau Rebecca 

Couves 

Louis Dimitri, 

Rebecca Couves 
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AWARDS 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

SHF Donna Draper Muray Mwali-

Nachishali, Vannessa 

De Serre 

Vannessa 

De Serre, 

Jill Guthrie 

Vannessa De 

Serre, Jill 

Guthrie 

Jill Guthrie, 

Kenneth 

McKelvey, 

Vannessa de 

Serre Jisca 

Marcellin 

Mouskoura 

Vicky Paré, 

Jisca Marcellin 

Mouskoura 

Sarah Lafrenais, 

Saratou Sani 

Assouman 

Jisca Marcellin 

Mouskoura, 

Saratou Sani 

Assouman, 

Sarah Lafrenais, 

Vicky Pare, 

Daphnée 

Carrier, 

Maureen 

Enakhume     

Sarah Sani 

Assouman, Sarah 

Lafrenais, 

Daphnée Carrier,  

Maureen 

Enakhume, 

Carrie 

Schoolcraft, 

Ashley Symes  

Lampe – U de S Réadaptation    Stephanie 

Bourbonnais, 

Vicky Fife, 

Claudia La 

Roche 

Adurée Simard, 

Solene Corbeil, 

Julie 

Carbonneau 

Christian 

Longtin, 

Michele 

Dupont-Girard, 

Gabriel 

Cabana-

Boucher 

Frédéric Brochu, 

Maxime 

Larrivière, 

Alexandre 

Nadeau 

D & J Kuilman Memorial Laura Wilson-Ewing Brooke 

Latulippe 

Sabrina Rivard Veronique 

Bernier 

Sarah 

Pankovich 

Marie-Pierre 

Morvan 

Breanna Patrick 

SHF VTC LPN Meagan Fauteux Nathaly 

Leavitt, 

Annie 

Lemay 

Naomi Bezanson  ____________ Anny-Claude 

Dodier, Nancy 

Carrier, Kaitlyn 

Wickett 

Alexandra Faye 

Hobbs, Wafiq 

Hamid 

Jessica Ann Tear 

SHF University Health 

Renewable (1) 

Melissa Fequet Melissa 

Fequet 

Melissa Fequet     

SHF University Health 

Renewable (2) 

 Caroline 

Fauteux 

Jessica Stevens 

Brooke Latulippe 

Jessica Stevens, 

Caroline 

Fauteux, Emily 

MacGregor, 

Sarah-Hannah 

O’Reilly 

Ramona 

Peasley, 

Hidayatullah 

Azimy, Emily 

MacGregor 

Emily 

MacGregor, 

Sarah-Hannah 

O’Reilly, 

Samuel 

Dupont-

Desbiens, 

Emily 

Coddington 

Emily 

Coddington, 

Samuel Dupont-

Desbiens, Yves 

Cloutier, Ashley 

Coulombe,  

RRHS Leadership Christina Weare Felicity 

Burns 

Leah Driver Gabrielle 

Stalker,  

Emma Redburn Leila Morrell Leanne Sliger 

RRHS Partnership      Carolyn 

Coddington 

Maggie Coté 

One Room Schoolhouse Shanna Bernier Skyler 

Lepoidevin 

Laine Laplante Karen  Painter Hannah 

Vanasse 

Kohl Kelso Jessica Everett 
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AWARDS 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

VTC Industry   Marie-Eve Julien    Kelly Mills 

VTC Heritage  Paige 

Standish, 

Vicky 

Williams 

Jissica 

McConmey, 

Catherine Bisson 

Noemie Lafond, 

Trisha Thomas 

Christine 

Leduc, Suzanne 

Scott 

 ___________ Kelly Mills 

Claire Heilig Gabrielle Caron none none     

Norma Reiss Returning Scholar  Barabara 

Hunting 

none   Nataliya 

Veremko 

 

Helen Armstrong – Fine Arts  Alyson 

Wener 

Kristy Benz Melissa 

MacCoubrey 

Sophie 

Szczesniak 

Megan 

Buchkowski 

Daphnee Vandal 

SHF VTC Home Care Assistant Lynda Goyette Ann Marie 

Stone 

Samantha Brooks  ____________ Isabelle 

Lemieux, 

Angela Harnois 

Coulombe, 

Monika 

Caswell, 

Darlene Page 

  

SHF VTC Health Care Facilities Manon Coté  Meagan 

Fauteux, 

Lynda 

Goyette 

Lorrie Ann 

Gagné, Barbara 

Helen Wellman, 

Sandra Gawne  

 Anny Claude 

Dodier, Barbara 

Wellman 

 Alexandra Faye 

Hobbs, Wasiq 

Hamib 

Tillotson-Champlain Nurses   Kenneth 

Mckelvey 

Marie-Soleil 

Lahaie 

Yves Cloutier Marie Soleil 

Larouche 

 

Tillotson Bourse Agricole CRIFA      John Poveda 

Martinez, 

Emilie Cotnoir, 

Jonathan 

Veilleux, Lydia 

Charron 

Jonathan 

Veilleux, Lydia 

Charron 

Tillotson-VTC Home Care   Samantha 

Brooks, Darlene 

Page 

 Tanya Cotnoir, 

Luis Enrigne 

Martinez 

Herrandez 

 Angela 

Coulombe, Eric 

Breault 

MVHS Leadership    Francis Auger-

Pagé 

Mathieu Auger-

Pagé 

Miranda Garz Jacob Zigby 

ASJHS Leadership     Matt Borgatti Matthew 

Chretien 

Morrell Gourde 

CFUW Commemorative       Emily Coote 
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AWARDS 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

AGRHS Leadership      Hannah 

Hornibrook 

Katherine 

Hackett 

Tillotson – U de S Physician    Cheryl Brus 

Peterson 

Cheryl Brus 

Peterson 

Cheryl Brus 

Peterson 

Cheryl Brus 

Peterson 

Lampe Tillotson (CRIFA)      John Poveda 

Martinez, 

Emilie Cotnoir, 

Jonathan 

Veilleux, Lydia 

Charron 

Lydia Charron, 

Jonathan 

Veilleux 

 

 

Awards given 1975-2018 
(continued) 

  AWARDS 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

D Codère Junior French - AGHS Carlie Mosher Adrienne 

Passmore,  

         

D Codère Senior French - AGHS Ruth Aluha Kaylee 

Deadman 

     

Eileen Healy Leadership Eva Sheppard-

Perkins 

Evelyne 

Verrette 

     

Champlain Science Award Lydia Toussaint Grace McLean      

Marlis & Sigrid Wehr  

(mature student) 

Jessica Lussier Annie Gagné      

Marlis Wehr History Katherine Hackett Matthew Pye, 

Michael Pye 

     

SHF Donna Draper Saratou Sani 

Assouman, Daphnée 

Carrier, Maureen 

Enakhume, Carrie 

Schoolcraft, Rachel 

Michaud 

Daphnée 

Carrier, 

Maureen 

Enakhume 

Rachel 

Michaud, 

Stefani Taylor, 

Olivia 

Nutbrown 
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AWARDS 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Lampe – U de S Réadaptation Jordane Trépanier, 

Justine Cloutier, 

Antoine Laramée 

Émilie 

Vachon, Vicky 

Savard, Marie-

Andrée Dufour 

     

D & J Kuilman Memorial Olivia Nutbrown Marianne 

Doyon 

     

        

SHF University Health Emily Coddington, 

Sarah Pankovitch, 

Samuel Cardin, 

Mirana Fleurmont-

Pierre 

Savio Habash, 

Caroline 

Fauteux, Marie 

Soleil 

Larouche, 

Sarah 

Pankovitch, 

Samuel Cardin 

Mirana 

Fleurmont-

Pierre, Sheena-

Lee Lemaire, 

Ashley Symes 

     

RRHS Leadership Leanne Sliger  Gabrielle 

Bourbeau 

     

One Room Schoolhouse Felicity Burns No winner      

VTC Industry Kelly Mills       

VTC Heritage        

VTC Professional Sales Lisa Dube Marquis       

Norma Reiss Returning Scholar        

Helen Armstrong – Fine Arts Natalie Demmon Sophie 

Brubacker 

     

SHF VTC Home Care Assistant        

SHF VTC Health Care Facilities Jessica Tear, 

Darlene Page 

Vanessa 

Paxton, Rachel 

Robillard, 

Jessica 

McMorine 

     

Tillotson-Champlain Nurses Marie Soleil 

Larouche 

Angelica 

Chenard 
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AWARDS 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Tillotson Bourse Agricole        

Tillotson-VTC Home Care Maryanne Cheney, 

Monika Caswell, 

Claudia Milena 

Lizarazo 

Krystel 

Patterson, 

Chela 

Delafontaine 

     

MVHS Leadership Krystѐle Fontaine Jayden Perry      

ASJHS Leadership Christopher St. Cyr Andre Jacques      

CFUW Commemorative Courtney Drew Kathleen 

Weary, Emily 

Young 

     

AGRHS Leadership Katherine Hackett Enrick Jutras-

Plante 

     

Tillotson – U de S Physician Eric Bourdeleau Eric 

Bourdeleau 

     

Lampe/Phelps Helps award  Alesha Grimes Alesha 

Grimes, 

Katrina 

Boudreau, 

Marissa 

Fauteux 

     

Dr. Roberta Cameron 

Champlain Aboriginal Awards 

Vanessa Dingle, 

Kaitlyn Osbourne, 

Tyauna Gosselin 

Danielle 

Robertson, 

Shawna 

Chatterton 

Jerome, Shania 

Chatterton 

Jerome 

     

SH Ladies Auxiliary Health Award Marie José Teste Lauren 

Plamondon 

     

North Hatley Village Improvement 

Society 

 Amber-Lee 

Clifford-

Williams 
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Appendix 3 

Address by the Principal of Bishop’s University 

Ms. Janyne Hodder, February 17, 1997 

 

 

Today, the Sherbrooke and District University Women’s Club will entrust the materials from 

an oral history project to Bishop’s University and the Eastern Townships Research Centre’s 

Archives Department.  It is a special pleasure for me to mark the occasion of the materials’ transfer.   

Members of the UWC have been interviewing women who once taught in Eastern Townships 

one-room schoolhouses – in one case as long ago as 1916 – asking them to recall their experiences.  

The project is not yet complete; word of mouth keeps turning up more teachers to interview. 

By conducting, recording, and transcribing these interviews, the UWC mines a rich vein in the 

community’s life and contributes invaluable raw material to the social history of our region.  We 

today and others tomorrow will now have access to first-hand recollections of how the teachers fit 

in to the world of the villages where they taught; how they organized the school day so that children 

of all ages and levels could learn successfully in the same room under one guide; what Macdonald 

College taught them about their role in the community as well as about teaching; and much more.  

The merit of preserving this kind of record in collective memory does not need to be 

advertised.  But this particular project and others like it are especially powerful in a way that’s not 

necessarily obvious at first glance:  they make visible the work, the distinct contribution, and the 

sense of mission of women of past generations. 

The teaching of the young is to some extent still perceived as something women succeed at 

intuitively.  The very simplicity and unpretentiousness of one-room schoolhouse conditions make 

it all the easier to forget that these teachers’ work, though done with limited material resources, 

called for professional commitment and skill.  For this reason, I find it especially fitting that a 

women’s organization dedicated to sharing the benefits of advanced education undertook to create 

and preserve a record of the work done by these earlier women educators. 

The women interviewed did not feel unappreciated when they taught.  It is good to learn that 

they recall being well treated and having good social lives in the communities they lived and 

worked in.  But how much thought do we give today to the remarkable degree of poise, personal 

authority, and dedication needed for a sixteen-or eighteen-year-old to take on the job of providing 

a large group of children of mixed ages with all the educational tools and literacy needed to carry 

them through life?  The children these teachers taught in Grades Six and Seven were being prepared 

for provincial examinations – no small responsibility. 

Today, these teachers explain that their goal was to provide the children with the foundation 

on which they could continue to educate themselves after elementary school or at most Grade Nine.  

This would mean equipping them with very sturdy tools indeed.  We are lucky to be able to know 

of that goal and to trace its effects on our collective past and future. 

Here at Bishop’s, the Graduate School of Education continues to train teachers who work in 

small schools in rural areas.  The women whose recollections the UWC sought out have left a 

legacy of great vitality.  We are grateful to the University Women’s Club for making that legacy 

visible. 
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Appendix 4 

COMMENTS ON HOLLAND TRIP – MAY 2003 

 

By Eva Scheib, Carol McKinley, Janet Angrave, Thelma Westman, Petronella Van 

Dyck, Bev Taber Smith 

 

What impressed me the most was the members of VVAO received us into their homes, took 

us everywhere to see the country and accompanied us on the train as we changed locations. 

In Amsterdam, I enjoyed the boat ride on the canal with the history of the thousand-year old 

buildings along with the new structures built since the War.  On May 5, it was thrilling to participate 

in the Silent March with thousands of others as we remembered the horrors of WWII. 

After three days in Amsterdam, we went north.  Here, we were separated into different 

localities.  I was in Emmen with a retired couple who had many interests.  Aarta’s passions were 

knitting and weaving.  Her workroom was brightly lit, filled with books on her crafts and examples 

of her work, both finished and in progress.  Her husband, a retired biologist, loved working on his 

computer.  Every subject that we discussed would take him upstairs to his office.  He would return 

with pages on the Dutch language, or on the battle of Arnhem.  (TW) 

We were greeted warmly by very friendly Dutch ladies who showed us their most interesting 

museums and sites.  Being hosted in their homes was a lovely experience.  (JA) 

So many memories of warm home hospitality; get-togethers for lunches, teas, and dinners at 

our hostesses’ homes, visits to scenic landscapes and picturesque towns, heritage sites and cultural 

centres, walks by quiet canals and river cruises, civic and private receptions.  

But what stands out the most is the friendly and dedicated women who are members of the 

VVAO, the University Clubs of Holland – women who are concerned about the same things we 

care about – human rights, women’s conditions at home and abroad and education.  They, like us, 

work diligently towards the goals of women’s education, rights and equality, with dedication, 

mutual respect and friendship.  We have much to learn from each other, but we also share many of 

the same concerns and goals.  It was a good visit!  (ES) 

What impressed me most during my stay in the Netherlands was the outstanding welcome, 

warm kindness and all round hospitality of our hosts to us and their deep, enduring gratitude 

towards Canadians overall for helping to liberate them.  Another impression was my admiration 

for the neatness and sense of order I observed in their landscape and homes.  Their art and 

architecture were another highlight of the visit for me, especially the sculpture garden at the Kroller-

Mueller Museum.  If I can slip in another observation, it would be the ingenuity and resourcefulness 

of the people in reclaiming the land.  No wonder they are more energy conscious and efficient! 

(CM) 

Although I am Dutch born, I have lived in France and in Canada.  With this exchange, I have 

had the opportunity to rediscover this incredible country with the eyes, the ideas and the hopes of 

a group of wonderful and sensitive women.  So much thanks to all. (PVD) 

What a great experience to be part of the Holland, Wisconsin, Quebec exchange!  We had 

wonderful home hospitality in three different areas in Holland and enjoyed many museums, parks 

and cultural activities.  At the conference on May 10, there was an interesting exchange of ideas on 

women and aging and roles of University Women’s Clubs in our communities. (BS)  
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Appendix 5 

 

CFUW RESOLUTIONS 2004 

UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S CLUB SHERBROOKE & DISTRICT CHAPTER 

 

Implementation of the Refugee Appeal Division  

 

RESOLVED, that the Canadian Federation of University Women urge the 

government of Canada to implement without further delay the provisions of the 

Immigration and Refugee Protection Act (IRPA) enacted in 2001 calling for the 

establishment of the Refugee Appeals Division (RAD), scheduled to come into effect 

by June 28, 2002, and which to date have not been implemented. 

 

Background Information  

The drafting, enactment and implementation of the IRPA resulted in a substantial 

overhaul of the 1976 Immigration Act, along with some modification of the 1989 

legislation for refugee protection. 

 

Under IRPA the grounds for refugee protection were broadened, while at the same time 

the decision-making process was narrowed by shifting from two-person to one-person 

panels. 

 

Why that change?  The dramatic increase in refugee claims since 1999 created an 

overwhelming backlog.  Financial constraints dictated the solution:  double the number of 

panels without doubling the number of members. 

 

The drawback to this solution was obvious, given that Refugee Protection Division 

(RPD) members at that time were political appointees with short-term renewable 

contracts. Fairness and consistency in decision-making would be difficult to maintain. 

 

An internal appeal mechanism, namely RAD, was offered as a trade-off to this dilemma.  

Either party could resort to a quick and efficient paper-screening process within the RAD 

to determine and correct the existence of alleged errors of fact, or of law, or of both in the 

impugned decision.  Though far from perfect, the RAD through its precedents would 

have allowed for much-needed consistency in the RPD decision-making and a first-line 

safety net for failed refugee claimants. 
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However, on April 29, 2002 the Minister of Immigration announced that RAD could not 

be implemented as planned on June 28, 2002 but that it would be put into force at a later 

date.  The Minister’s press release listed the following as reasons for the delay: 

 

a) an increase (almost doubling) in refugee claims in the past 3 years, which creates 

other priorities such as reducing the backlog 

b) refugee claimants still have the right to apply to the Federal Court, Trial Division 

with permission for a judicial review 

c) those at risk upon return to their country of persecution can apply for a Pre 

 Removal Risk Assessment (PRRA) before they are removed 

d) upon exercising those rights, they can stay in Canada pending a decision. 

 

The Canadian Council for Refugee Protection, in a statement issued March 2004 

entitled:  “Key Issues:  Immigration and Refugee Protection” states:  “the fate 

of a refugee claimant in Canada is now determined by one person, without any 

appeal on the merits.  Refugee claimants, whose lives may be at risk, have 

fewer rights of appeal than Canadians contesting a parking ticket.”   

 

On June 6, 2002, Denis Coderre, the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration stated 

in the House of Commons:  “I have already made a commitment to the 

Canadian Council for Refugees that we will have an appeal system in place in 

one year’s time.” 

 

On June 26, 2003 the Canadian Bar Association (CBA), representing 38,000 lawyers 

across Canada, and the Canadian Council for Refugees (CCR), a non-profit 

umbrella organization of cross-Canada refugee workers and advocates, jointly 

reproached the Minister for his failure to implement the RAD within a year as 

promised on June 6, 2002. 

 

Since then, nothing further has been heard about the future of RAD. 

 

 

Analysis: 

1. Since the backlog of refugee claimants pre-existed the enactment of IRPA in 

2001, how can it be used as an excuse not to implement RAD?  Particularly since 

RAD was offered as a trade-off to one-member panels necessitated by that very 

same backlog. 
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2. The right to appeal to the Federal Court and to request Pre-Removal Risk 

Assessment (PRRA) pre-existed the drafting of IRPA and was not replaced by 

RAD, which only suspended the exercise of those rights pending a resolution of 

the appeal by RAD. 

 

3. The precedent-setting decisions of RAD would improve the quality and 

consistency of RPD decisions and thus, in the long run, result in fewer cases 

needing recourse to the Federal Court or to PRRA. 

 

4. Fewer recourse cases could reduce or eliminate the current backlog at the Federal 

Court, thus reducing its costs, including those of lawyers from the Department of 

Justice, as well as the costs to Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) of 

administering the ever back-logged PRRA process. 

 

5. Finally, but not in the least, RAD would provide a safety net to failed refugee 

claimants, many of whom cannot afford the legal fees to proceed to a judicial 

review by the Federal Court or who, through no fault of their own, fail to meet the 

short and strict delays (15 days) for filing their application. 

 

6. The only recourse left to some failed and desperate refugee claimants is that of 

seeking sanctuary in churches.  This solution, understandably difficult for the 

refugee whose normal activities, including the schooling of children, is put on 

hold indefinitely, is equally difficult for the congregation.  An act of civil 

disobedience is not the obvious choice of most law-abiding, church-going 

Canadians, so that each decision is preceded by much agonized soul-searching. 

 And even that is becoming a non-option since the March arrest by police of an 

Algerian refugee from a church sanctuary in Quebec City. It was the first time in 

Canada that police breached the sanctity of the church sanctuary, a century-old 

secular tradition. 

 

Conclusion 

The delays for implementing the provisions instituting RAD passed by Parliament in 

2001 now approach two years. 

 

Any further delay, or worse still, the absence of implementation of these provisions, 

contravenes the purpose and proper functioning of the refugee protection system 

as set out in IRPA.  It also contravenes the will of the people of Canada, whose 

elected representatives voted for the passage of IRPA in its totality. 
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This delay has a negative effect on the delivery of consistent and fair decisions to 

refugee claimants by the RPD and consequently increases the backlog of applications 

made to the Federal Court and to immigration officers responsible for PRRA.  These 

backlogs increase the operating costs of the Department of Justice and of CIC. 

 

The reasons presented for not implementing these provisions are not satisfactory. 

It is time that the Minister of Justice rectify this injustice by implementing the 

provisions relating to the institution and functioning of RAD without further delay. 
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      Globe and Mail 

    Churches no longer safe haven for refugees.......by Rheal Seguin March 9,  

    2004 

www.globe and mail.com 

 

Thanks 

A special thank you to Margaret Binek, retired Ontario immigration lawyer and member 

of the Canadian Federation of University Women, for her extensive comments on and 

revision of the text. 

 

 

Addendum 

 Sanctuary Case Study, Unitarian Universalist Church of North Hatley 

Rev. Carole Martignacco, Minister 

 

Sanctuary Case Study 

 

Concern for this issue arises from Sherbrooke and District members own personal 

interaction with particular refugees whose credible case, due to errors in the processing 

of their claim, and no provisions for correcting those errors, have failed the refugee 

determination process, and who face death, violence and torture upon deportation from 

Canada.  Two such refugees from Colombia were given sanctuary in the Unitarian 

Universalist Church of North Hatley (UUCNH) for four months during the summer and 

fall of 2003.  Learning their story of extortion, death threats, as well as torture and 

execution of family members in Colombia, has moved members of the Sherbrooke and 

District CFUW to participate in raising funds on their behalf and to educate ourselves 

about the plight of refugees in Canada, and to work in support of systemic change in the 

determination process. 

A father of 51 years and his 21-year-old daughter fled Colombia when they were 

targeted for extortion and persecution by paramilitary forces there.  They fled to Panama, 

and found refuge in an orphanage there.  Hearing in a radio broadcast that Canada was 

accepting Colombian refugees, they applied for and were granted only two visas to travel 

through the United States.  They came to Canada in August of 2001, leaving behind the 

wife and another daughter in the Panama orphanage.  Due to mistranslations in their 

initial interview at the border crossing into Canada, and later efforts on their part to 

correct misinformation, the credibility of their claim was questioned.  In their first hearing, 

they challenged the word the word “guerilla,” mistakenly used by translators at the time 

of their border crossing.  Their attempt to correct the record and change it to 

“paramilitary” forces that had persecuted them was interpreted as changing their story.  

The family had legal counsel, but there is no record of a request for Judicial Review. 

Refugee status was eventually denied, after two years residence in Canada.   

Human rights abuses are extreme in Colombia, according to Amnesty International 

and Human Rights Watch.  The Ottawa government has warned its own citizens not to 
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travel there because of generalized persecution and human rights abuses.  In a report by 

World Markets Research called the Global Terrorism Index, released in August, 2003, 

Colombia ranked highest in the prevalence of violence and political chaos, posing more 

risks than countries such as Iraq, Afghanistan, Israel, Pakistan, and others.  David Rice, 

author of the report, is quoted in the Sherbrooke Record of August 21, 2003 as saying:  

“Colombia is a near-failed state, which has abdicated 30 per cent of its land to terrorists.” 
1  He specifically mentions the city of Cali, this family’s hometown, as particularly chaotic 

and hostile.   

Death certificates prove that the refugee family’s name has been targeted for 

personal persecution; they themselves experienced extortion, death threats and violence 

by the paramilitaries.  When their claim for refugee status was denied by the IRB, for what 

appear to be systemic errors and misinterpretations of the evidence, they called for a Risk 

Assessment, at which point it was determined that, though their story was credible, they 

appeared to be victims of a more generalized, not personal persecution in Colombia, even 

though three family members who harboured them after fleeing paramilitaries and before 

leaving Colombia, have been subsequently tortured and executed. Apparently according 

to the criteria applied, personal violence and specific death threats did not qualify as 

personal persecution. Once they had failed the Risk Assessment, the father and daughter 

filed a Humanitarian and Compassionate Appeal, a process that has less than a three 

percent acceptance rate, and were informed it would take between five and ten months for 

their case to be heard.  Meanwhile, their deportation date was set for June 26, at which 

time they went into sanctuary at the Unitarian Universalist Church of North Hatley rather 

than appear for expulsion and face certain death upon returning to Colombia.  Though 

they are now in the U.S. awaiting acceptance as Quebec immigrants, not refugees, the need 

for sanctuary continues.  One case has ended in Alberta, with four other sanctuary cases 

throughout Canada remaining at this time unresolved, in churches of various 

denominations in Nova Scotia, Quebec, and Ontario.  Several other sanctuary cases are 

pending, and many refugees whose claims are similarly denied face deportation to life-

threatening situations. 

As Margaret Binek, retired immigration lawyer and member of UWC Kingston 

states:  “The only recourse left to some failed and desperate refugee claimants is that of 

seeking sanctuary in churches.  This solution, understandably difficult on the refugee, 

whose normal activities including the schooling of children, are put on hold indefinitely, is 

equally difficult on the congregation.  An act of civil disobedience is not the obvious choice 

of most law-abiding church-going Canadians, so that each decision is preceded by much 

agonized soul-searching.”   

Cases such as the above, those still in sanctuary, and others currently awaiting 

deportation, who fit the description of the CIC’s own goals, are not being processed 

according to the IRPA of 2001. Therefore, the need for implementing the independent 

Refugee Appeals Division (RAD) passed by Parliament, intended to allow for appeals to 

be made in such cases where the complicated system of refugee determination appears to 

have failed to serve those for whom it was designed. 
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 Biographical History Letter regarding case study, Montreal City Mission, June 2003 

 

Canada Department of Foreign Affairs, Countries A to Z:  Travel Report – Colombia,         

November 4, 2003. 

 

Refugee Update, Issue #47: A Joint Project of FCJ Hamilton House Refugee Project and 

the Canadian Council for Refugees, Spring 2003 

 

 UU World, Vol. 17, #6, “Canadian U Us Give Sanctuary to Three,” Boston MA, p. 55. 

www.uuworld.org 

 

 

 

 

 

National AGM Regina – July 2004 
Sooky Dunton presenting our Resolution  

Implementation of the Refugee Appeal Division 
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Appendix 6 

Cultural Exchange with University Women’s Clubs 

(the VVAO) of the Netherlands September 2005 

By Janet Angrave and Eva Scheib 

 

 

Our project was a cultural exchange with the University Women’s Clubs (the VVAO) 

of the Netherlands.  This was a return visit to Sherbrooke, as the Dutch ladies (and some 

partners), had spent a few days with us in 2000, before attending the IFUW conference in 

Ottawa.  We felt that there was more to see and experience in Canada than our beautiful 

Eastern Townships, so we proceeded to encourage all Quebec clubs and those of Ottawa 

and surrounding towns to join us in this endeavor.  The result of this effort was an 

international cultural exchange with 10 Canadian clubs participating.  The visit, comprising 

a Dutch delegation of twenty-four members, lasted twelve days and covered the Ottawa 

region, Quebec City, Montreal and the Eastern Townships, home of the Sherbrooke & 

District Club.  

Community involvement included a civic reception at Sherbrooke’s Hotel de Ville, 

highlighting a viewing of the various historic paintings displayed there.  Other events 

included a tour of the Bombardier Museum and Art Gallery and a visit to the University 

Geriatric Institute of Sherbrooke (IUGS), and a seminar emphasizing the latest research 

and innovations in the care of the elderly.  The two events focused on the industrial and 

medical research in our area.  These civic activities were repeated by all clubs that 

participated and were reported on in the local papers here, and in the Netherlands.  In 

addition, our guests were hosted in many different towns and villages and were introduced 

to local people, attractions and achievements.  It was an intercultural experience for our 

guests and for our club members and local population. 

The cultural exchange involved many members, in all ten clubs, as coordinators, 

planning committee members, hosts, drivers, guides and in many other participatory roles.  

Our Club scheduled a general meeting so all members could have an opportunity to meet 

our guests.  Three Dutch women and a club member of Dutch descent were the speakers 

of the evening.  We also welcomed two members of Quebec Council.  The visit and general 

meeting received a lot of publicity:  Club newsletter, provincial and national coverage 

(write-ups in the Communicator and the Club web site) local press and CBC airtime.  All 

this generated much interest in CFUW and our chapter.  We also experienced an increase 

in our membership.  Dare we say this could be attributed to the visit? 

This was the highlight event of our club year.  The experience we gained from the first 

visit by the Dutch clubs was shared this time with the other clubs that participated.  It was 

understood that this would be a self-financing venture as the guests were assessed the cost 

of the visit and certainly got excellent value for their contribution. 
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Appendix 7 

www.cfuwsherbrooke.org 

by Wendy King  

 

 Because the Scholarship Foundation was working on a business plan in the fall of 2006 

and it had become evident that we needed a website, Wendy King offered to organize the 

design of a website for both the Club and the Foundation.  The Club could benefit from 

increased visibility and thereby attract new members and keep current members informed 

of activities.  The Foundation would also be able to publicize awards and distribute 

application criteria and forms. 

 Wendy King first consulted the internet and examined several websites belonging to 

various CFUW clubs and other award-granting agencies.  She then met with the 

Scholarship Foundation advisory board to determine what we wanted the site to look like 

and how we wished to operate it.  Priorities were:  

 

1) a clean and simple look but with a few, attractive photos 

2) easy navigation 

3) no advertising 

4) ability to update information on a yearly basis  

5) moderate cost. 

 

Wendy King contacted several companies for initial quotes but then had a Colombian 

student referred to her by Sooky Dunton.  His name was Camilo Lopez and he was in his 

last year of Computer Science at Bishop’s University.  We chose Camilo because he was 

located locally and it was felt that his estimate was reasonable and that he had designed a 

professional-looking site (for the campus newspaper).  He quoted $120 for a static site and 

a maximum of $600 (based on $12/ hour) for a flexible site that we could administer 

ourselves. 

Wendy King wrote up the text for the eight main pages.  These were to be:  

1) home 

2) programme 

3) newsletter 

4) Interest Groups 

5) scholarships 

6) public speaking contest 

7) special projects 

8) links 

Camilo was to design the background of the pages based on the Club banner, the 

CFUW logo and the colour blue.  It was decided that the home page should contain a 

mission statement and have a link to a French page.  The scholarships page also was to be 

linked to a French translation.  The newsletter page was to be password-protected for 

privacy.  All photos of recognizable persons would need signed photo-release forms.  There 

would be no personal names, e-mail addresses or phone numbers, as this was national 

CFUW policy.  Pages would have e-mail addresses for contact persons that were associated 

with the site name only (e.g. info@cfuwsherbrooke.org).  We would have the ability to 

http://www.cfuwsherbrooke.org/
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change the content, upload photos, newsletters and forms and add additional pages in the 

future. 

Camilo prepared a mock-up and it was presented to the Scholarship Foundation 

advisory board for comments.  Wendy King, Wendy Durrant and Bev Taber Smith then 

met with Camilo several times to iron out details of the presentation and operation of the 

site.  Camilo taught Wendy King how to administer the site using Textile. 

A domain name was chosen and registered (cfuwsherbrooke.org) and the site was 

hosted at Site5 in California for a period of two years from February 2007.  This was 

decided at a Club executive meeting where the location, cost and size of hosting, number 

of e-mail addresses and language of operation and help were all considered from a group 

of six potential companies in Lennoxville, Sherbrooke, Montreal and California.  It was 

also established that the Club and Foundation would share the costs.  Site5 charges 

approximately US$ 60/ year for hosting and US$ 9/ year for the domain name.  The cost 

of the website design would be a one-time affair ($450).  Wendy King volunteered to be 

the webmistress and present the site to Club members at the AGM in May. 

The site was made public in late March 2007.  Since then, changes have been made 

to the dates and activities of meetings on the program page, the descriptions of the Interest 

Groups (including the book list), the students supported by scholarships, the topics for the 

public speaking contest and updates on the special projects (especially the one-room 

schoolhouse project).  News has been added to the home page.  An entirely new page was 

created for the Quebec Provincial Council meeting in April 2008.  Several photos have 

been added so that every page has something pleasing to the eye.  There are now fifteen 

bulletins available for downloading as pdf files on the newsletter page (from February 2006 

to May 2008).  Additional Word documents have been uploaded for various scholarship 

applications.  We use a total of nine e-mail addresses (Membership Chair, Programme 

Chair, Bulletin Editor, Interest Group Coordinator, Foundation President, Education Chair, 

President, Publicity Chair, Webmistress).  The following is a diagram of the website map: 

Home------------------------→ Home 2 (French)   

Programme-----------------→ Newsletter 

Newsletter------------------→ Newsletter 2 ---------------------→ monthly pdfs 

Interest Groups-------------→ Book list 

Scholarships----------------→ Scholarships 2 (French) -------→ Application Forms 

                                                     -------→ Donation Form 

                           -----------→ Testimonials 

                           -----------→ Application Forms 

                           -----------→ Donation Form 

Public Speaking Contest 

Special Projects -----------→ Schoolhouse Book Launch 

                          ------------→ Schoolhouse List of Schools 

                          ------------→ Days to Remember Order Form 

                          ------------→ Stephen Lewis Foundation Donation Form 

Provincial Council---------→ Registration Form 

Links 

The next page shows what the home page looks like. 
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CFUW Sherbrooke & District Website Homepage 

 

 

 

 

 



 

132 

 

Appendix 8 

Grannies for Grandmother’s article in Communicator, March 2007 

 

Reaching Out Internationally 

Grannies for Grandmothers 
by Sooky Dunton 
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Appendix 9 

Days to Remember: One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec 

By Bev Taber Smith and Carol McKinley 

 

     On Saturday, November 24, 2007, CFUW Sherbrooke & District was proud to launch 

a book called Days to Remember: One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of 

Quebec.  Attending the launch were ladies and gentlemen who had shared their experiences 

in the one-room schoolhouses by contributing information and memorabilia, funding 

partners, guests from CFUW including the National President, Ardith Toogood, 

representatives from local organizations, Club members, guests, and members of the press. 

     A highlight of the launch was confirmation that the oral histories and the donated 

memorabilia would be forwarded to the Eastern Townships Research Centre at Bishop’s 

University to join the histories and documents from the 1990’s.  A representative from the 

Eastern Townships Research Centre Jody Robinson was there to accept them.  As a result, 

this rich store of public history will be safely stored and available for future family and 

scholarly research.  

     This book is the culmination of an oral history project that a few members of the club 

began in the late 1990’s.  In January 2006, this project was revived and gained momentum 

when we learned that Mary Jean Woodard Bean, our new lifetime honorary Club member, 

had begun her teaching career in a one-room schoolhouse.  Members of CFUW Sherbrooke 

& District set off on a mission to record the memories of one-room schoolteachers from 

various parts of the Eastern Townships. They interviewed former teachers and students, 

and one inspector; approximately sixty oral histories were recorded.  Several people 

responded to the widespread publicity and provided written material. Important 

memorabilia such as teacher’s contracts, report cards and photographs have also been 

included.  Some of these gems have been included in the book. 

      In November 2006, teas were held in Richmond and Lennoxville to honour the former 

teachers and students who had been interviewed or donated information and memorabilia.  

The following comments explain the response to the teas, “I am writing this note to thank 

you and your Canadian Federation of University Women colleagues for the special event 

that you hosted last week in honour of teachers who taught in one-room schools.  It was an 

elegant and informative afternoon – just like the teachers who attended.”   

     During the first few decades of the 1900’s, one-room schoolhouses dotted the rural 

landscape of the Eastern Townships.  Functional in style and constructed of local materials, 

such as wood, fieldstone, or brick, schoolhouses sprang up wherever pockets of school-

aged children lived. It was not unusual to come across a school building every three or four 

miles because most teachers and students were expected to walk to school.  Almost all the 

teachers in these one-room schools were young women in their late teens or early twenties. 

Many had attended McDonald College, but some had stepped directly from high school 

into the role of teacher.   Nevertheless, they assumed sole responsibility for educating all 

children from grade one to grade seven within their schoolhouse. Often other duties such 

as cleaning the schoolhouse, organizing events, and stoking the wood-stove were also 

required of them.  
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     This was an interesting period in Townships’ social and educational history and Days 

to Remember; One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec offers a unique 

window into that world. This 178-page book is filled with personal recollections, touching 

and amusing anecdotes, many evocative old photographs, and reproductions of rare 

memorabilia.  In addition it is thoughtfully designed to record special dates.  

CFUW Sherbrooke & District gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the 

Bélanger-Gardner Foundation, the Scowen Foundation, the Howick Foundation the 

Townshippers’ Research and Cultural Foundation, and a Townshippers’ Research and 

Cultural Foundation Partnership. Club members have donated countless volunteer hours 

towards this project. With the publication of a permanent keepsake, there will be a lasting 

tribute to the courageous and resourceful women who taught in our one-room 

schoolhouses.  The experiences and memories recorded are fascinating and we are pleased 

as a CFUW group to be preserving and celebrating this important piece of educational and 

local history.   

      The fact that all 1000 copies from the first printing were either, sold, given as 

complementary copies or placed on consignment in less than two months was a wonderful 

tribute to the success of the book. A second printing has followed.  There were many 

accolades and thank-you letters from former students and teachers expressing their 

appreciation of our work. 

Mary Goodfellow, Danville - “Thank you very much for the book and for all your 

dedication and work on this worthwhile project.  Whoever suggested an index of schools 

and persons was a genius.  My grandmother taught in a school in Trout Brook….” 

Winona Lawrence Matthews, Bromont - “The value of a book like this one will increase 

with time.  The right people will always buy it…” 

Andrée Carson, Richmond – “Quel bel après-midi!  Merci de garder notre profession en 

histoire…” 

Don Martin, Melbourne ON – “I am sure it was quite an undertaking and it is great there 

are people like you, who take an interest in preserving the past contributions of these 

teachers who in a lot of cases helped their students to prepare for their future.“ 

 

Following are some other comments that have appeared in local print media about Days to 

Remember: One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec. 

 

Ronald Ewing, Sherbrooke Record, January 4, 2008 - Days to Remember: One-room 

Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec is a wonderful addition to any collection 

of texts dealing with our local history with an emphasis upon the English population.  It 

succeeds in a scholarly way while using an anecdotal style.” 

 

Matthew Farfan, www.townshipsheritage.com - “This spiral-bound, 178-page book is 

part history, part photo album and part agenda. Biographical sketches and photographs are 

interspersed with blank pages for the days and months of the year. 

http://www.townshipsheritage.com/
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This book is a treasure trove of local social history. The reminiscences contained 

therein seem as fresh in the minds of the tellers as though they had just happened yesterday, 

and we are fortunate indeed that they have been preserved for posterity. 

The texts in Days to Remember are lively, informative and filled with personal 

experiences and anecdotes. The photographs, many of them action shots of school children 

and their teachers, complement the stories beautifully. The permanent agenda format will 

ensure, not only that the book will be in use for many years to come, but that it will serve 

as a poignant reminder of the courageous part that so many young women played in 

educating our children in the first half of the twentieth century."  For further information 

on one-room schools, visit www.townshipsheritage.com/tours-schools.html. 

     As a result of the one-room schoolhouse project, members of the Club have been invited 

to make several presentations including at a Public History class at Bishop’s University, a 

Lennoxville United Church group, and the Wales Home.  Moreover, there is a real potential 

for our project to gain national momentum since team members will present a workshop at 

the CFUW national conference in August 2008 in Montreal, where we hope to stimulate 

interest in other clubs to gather the educational history of the one-room schoolhouse era in 

their communities.  In the fall of 2008, committee members will be guest speakers at the 

Colby Curtis Museum in Stanstead and the Canadian Club in Sherbrooke. 

     Because of the generous grants and community support with the Townshippers’ 

Research and Cultural Foundation Partnership, we are able to begin taking profits from 

book sales.  In May 2008, $1000 was given to our Scholarship Foundation and $500 was 

sent to the CFUW Charitable Trust.  In addition, $3000 has been designated to help defray 

expenses for project committee members to attend the AGM in Montreal. 

     We are very pleased Days to Remember: One-room Schoolhouses in the Eastern 

Townships of Quebec can help celebrate our Club’s 40th anniversary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right:  Bev Taber Smith, Carol McKinley and Brenda Hartwell. 

 

 

http://www.townshipsheritage.com/tours-schools.html
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Appendix 10 

CFUW SHERBROOKE AND DISTRICT BOOK LAUNCH OF  

Days to Remember:  The One-Room Schoolhouses  

in the Eastern Townships of Quebec 

SHERBROOKE, QUEBEC 

NOVEMBER 24, 2007 

 

REMARKS BY ARDITH TOOGOOD 

CFUW NATIONAL PRESIDENT 

 

Madam Chair, CFUW Members, Honoured Guests: 

 

It is a great pleasure for me to be here for the launch of Days to Remember:  The One-

Room Schoolhouses in the Eastern Townships of Quebec.  On behalf of the Board of 

Directors of the Canadian Federation of University Women and the 10,000 members across 

the country, I congratulate CFUW Sherbrooke and District on this noteworthy 

achievement.    

Throughout its 88-year history, two hallmarks of CFUW have been the promotion of 

education and the commitment of its members to place their education and professional 

training at the service of the community, both locally and nationally.     

The writing of this book honours both of those proud traditions and presents to the 

citizens of this community, and to others across Canada who will read the book, a legacy 

that will strike a chord in all who either attended a one-room schoolhouse or who wonder 

what it must have been like to do so.   

I fall into the former category, and am looking forward to reading the stories about the 

one-room schoolhouses in this area and comparing them to my own memories of the very 

first school that I attended.   

When I was six years old, I had the pleasant experience of attending the one-roomed 

Bearinger School in Waterloo County for the first three months of Grade One.  I recall in 

particular the warm feeling of belonging, and the strong work ethic that developed amongst 

the students who had to study independently while the teacher was occupied with other 

grade levels.  I remember reading Dick and Jane stories to Grade 8 students who helped 

the teacher by mentoring the little ones.    

Later, when I was attending Teachers’ College and did a practice-teaching session in 

a one-room school, I learned how challenging it was to master the art of dividing my time 

appropriately so that I could cover the lessons needed by all of those grade levels.     

I am very proud of you, CFUW Sherbrooke and District, for your contribution to the 

recording of Canadian history, and hope that other CFUW Clubs will be inspired to follow 

your lead and perhaps develop a series of books on the history of one-room schoolhouses 

across Canada.  

  I wish you continued success in your future endeavours. 

Thank you.  
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Appendix 11 

Citation by Carol Mooney  

for Mary Jean Woodard Bean’s Honorary Degree 

 

Mr. Chancellor, Members of the Graduating Class, Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Bishop’s University has chosen to honor one of its own today, a life-long Townshipper.   As 

a mother, innovative teacher, researcher, and author, Mary Jean Woodard Bean has often been 

referred to as a woman ahead of her time.  

Born in North Hatley, Quebec in 1921 and primarily raised there, Mary Jean Bean headed off 

to Macdonald College in Ste. Anne’s at the age of 17.  She wanted to become a teacher.   

By the age of 18, she was a teacher, leading a one-room schoolhouse in Potton, near 

Mansonville, Quebec.  Managing 15 rural children in 1940 required all of young Mary Jean’s 

resourcefulness.  Fathers were heading off to war leaving large farms with young brothers left to 

manage.  

When Mary Jean married Gordon Bean in 1941, the usual practice was for women to stop 

teaching and stay home.  Mary Jean did it differently.  In the next 10 years, she stayed at home and 

gave birth to five children including four boys.   Four years later, she decided to return to Macdonald 

College to update her skills.   

To this day, she remembers the comment on her English paper, written by Professor Charles 

Rittenhouse.  “A fine paper that sometimes lifts my disillusioned heart.”   

During the next 15 years, she taught at North Hatley Elementary School, gave birth to her 

sixth child and finished her B. A. at Goddard College in Vermont.  You may wonder why a mother 

of 6 traveled to Vermont rather than Lennoxville to finish her B.A.  Bishop’s, at the time, served 

only fulltime students.  Consequently, in the early ‘70’s, when Mary Jean headed the first 

Professional Development Committee of the Eastern Townships Association of Teachers, one of 

her first tasks was to work with Bishop’s to develop programs for part-time students.   

Mary Jean Bean, the very rhythm of her name, reminds us of her dedication to teaching 

students of all ages and all abilities, how to read.  Terms like word families (rat, cat, mat family); 

free flow, diagnostic reading, checklists are familiar to us now.  But in 1971, these innovations 

needed the strength of someone like Mary Jean to implement them in the Eastern Townships.  Mary 

Jean had an insatiable curiosity and fund of ideas when it came to reading.  I can remember, as a 

young high school teacher, becoming frustrated over the lack of reading progress of my students.  

A colleague’s response:  Call up Mary Jean Bean.   

From her studies and observation of her own sons’ reading habits, Mary Jean was particularly 

adept at unraveling the mysteries of non-reading in boys.  Working at Alexander Galt Regional 

High during the ‘70’s, she diagnosed the problems of non-readers, remediated them in the Free 

Flow program, and returned the students to regular classes.   

Mary Jean’s career turned to the study of history upon retirement from teaching.  In a small 

Florida library, she chanced upon a description of Julia Grace Wales, a Townships woman, who 

had made an important contribution towards peace during World War I.  After ten years of further 

reading and researching, Mary Jean brought to life the compelling story of Miss Wales, Canada’s 

hidden heroine, in a 400 page book.   

Briefly, in 1915, Julia Grace proposed that warring and neutral countries accept her concept 

of continuous mediation without armistice.  In her document, adopted unanimously by the 

International Congress of Women at The Hague, she implored countries to continue communication 

and negotiations during a time of conflict, a change from the usual conventions of war.  She further 

stated that a world think tank be created to meet throughout the war to continually develop peace 

proposals.  During the next three years, influential women (Germans, Americans, and Miss Wales 

included) from that Congress traveled, in hazardous conditions, to meet with leaders of European 
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countries.  Their purpose was to gain acceptance for Julia Grace Wales’ mediation proposal.  They 

persevered in spite of cold receptions.   

In one last supreme effort, Julia Grace proclaimed, “We women are laboring under the 

disadvantage of ignorance, but we have the advantage of not being paralyzed by too much 

knowledge of difficulties.  We are still able to think.”  

Eventually, Miss Wales’ proposal did reach President Woodrow Wilson’s desk and influenced 

the writing of the famous 14 Points and formation of the League of Nations.  

Mary Jean Bean continues to influence others today.  Inspired by her experiences as a one-

room schoolteacher, a local group of university women has written a book about Mary Jean and 50 

other young rural Townships’ teachers in the ‘20’s to ‘40’s.    

Schoolteachers today know the importance of high interest reading material for boys thanks 

to Mary Jean.   

Biographer Mary Jean has informed us about Julia Grace Wales, ardent Internationalist and 

native of Bury, Quebec.   A woman ahead of her time.   

Today, we honor Mary Jean Woodard Bean of North Hatley, mother, grandmother, great-

grandmother, teacher, researcher and author, a woman also ahead of her time.   
 

Carol Mooney May 31, 2008        

 

 

Bishop’s Convocation May 31, 2008 

 

Standing left to right: Yves Jodoin, Scott Griffin, Jonathan Rittenhouse. 

Seated left to right: Stephen Lewis, Mary Jean Woodard Bean. 
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Appendix 12 

 

 

 

REMARKS BY PATRICIA DUVAL 

VICE-PRESIDENT QUÉBEC 

 

 

 

 

 

July 4, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

CFUW Sherbrooke and District, 

     Congratulations to all of you on your 40th anniversary.  Sherbrooke and District has had 

a long and very active history, and your many accomplishments have contributed not only 

to your local community, but to your provincial, national and international communities as 

well. 

  

     Your Club is a true “Visible Voice” for women at all of these levels.  Some  recent 

examples that stand out in my mind are:  your annual student public speaking contest;  your 

participation in the exchange with IFUW members from the Netherlands;  helping to 

preserve local history with the launch of your book on one-room schools in the Townships;  

the beautifully conducted Provincial Council that you hosted this spring;  your upcoming 

Workshop on the One-room Schoolhouse project at CFUW’s  AGM; and last but not least, 

your very active Grandmothers for Grandmothers group that has raised $10,000 for the 

Stephen Lewis Foundation. 

 

     It has been a pleasure working with you as CFUW Vice-President Quebec, and I am 

looking forward to continuing to work with you as National President. 

 

Sincerely, 

Patricia DuVal 
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Appendix 13 

Meetings of Annual General Meetings of Québec Council of CFUW 

clubs /Conseil Québécois des associations de la FCDU 

hosted by Sherbrooke & District 

 
The Québec Provincial Council was established by CFUW in 1965. The provincial charter 

authorized the Council to speak on matters of provincial, religious, municipal and national 

concerns. Member clubs are AFDU Québec, Montreal Lakeshore University Women’s 

Club, Montreal South Shore University Women’s Club, Sherbrooke & District University 

Women’s Club and University Women’s Club of Montreal Inc. According to the Provincial 

Council archives although Sherbrooke was founded in 1968 members participated in the 

first Provincial Council meeting held in 1965 even though the club did not yet have a name. 

A yearly Spring and Fall AGM is hosted on a rotational basis by each of the clubs. For club 

members these AGM’s are an important source of networking, sharing of information, 

exchanging challenges, achievements and training for clubs and members. These meetings 

also provide an opportunity for former residents of the Eastern Townships such as Edna 

Ouellette to revisit the area. We also especially appreciate the positive comments from 

members from other clubs on the beauty of our area and our hospitality. Specific quotes on 

the speeches include “Dian Cohen’s speech revealed the shocking news that 48% can’t 

balance a cheque book and even worse the consequences of retirement.” “I was surprised 

how unaware I was of the important issues that a woman might face in the event of 

becoming a widow.” “Dr. Jean Manore’s presentation on the signing of the numbered 

treaties between the First Nations and the Crown and the implementation of The Indian 

Act was thought- provoking. It throws light on the Federal government’s attempts at the 

assimilation of Aboriginal people into mainstream Canadian society.” “It was interesting 

to note that it was Aboriginal women who founded the Idle No More movement. Bravo 

ladies!” 

Sherbrooke & District has hosted 10 Provincial Councils. The dates, locations, guest 

speakers and their topics given at the luncheons are listed below.  

• June 8, 1974.   McKinnon Hall, Bishops University. Panel Discussion “Quebec 

Women on the move”. La québécoise et sa dynamique. Panelists: Professor Edith 

Ashton, Mme. Jeannine Beaubien, Mrs. Jeanetta Burley, Miss Gabrielle Labbe and 

Maitre Lillian Reinblatt. 

• April 4, 1982.  Le Baron Motel, Sherbrooke. Louise Dulude. “Women and 

pensions”. 

• May 5,1984.  Domaine St. Laurent, Compton. Madeline Dubuc speaker on 

‘Looking back on the decade for women in 1975-1985’. 

• May 1, 1993.  Bishops University. Janine Hodder. Deputy Minister of Education, 

Québec. “School drop outs”. 

• April 20, 2000.  Bishops University.  Principal Janine Hodder.  ‘Educational 

Issues’. 
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• April 26, 2008.  Cleghorn Common Room. Bishop’s University. Dr. Cheryl 

Gosselin, Associate Professor, Chair Department of Sociology, Bishops University, 

Declared NDP candidate. “Women in Politics”.  

• October 23, 2010.  North Hatley Golf Club. North Hatley. Dian Cohen,” Financial 

literacy in Canada”. 

• April 20, 2013.  Dufferin Heights Golf Club.  Stanstead Townships. Dr. Jean 

Manore.  Professor, Chair of the Department of History, Bishops University. “Idle 

no more: the prequel” 

• October 24, 2015.  Centre d’Arts Orford. Randi Heatherington, Professor in Special 

Care Counselling and Coordinator of Aboriginal Services, Lennoxville Campus, 

Champlain Regional College. Aboriginal students speak of their experiences, 

challenges, issues and education. 

• April 29, 2017.  St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, Borough of Lennoxville, 

Cheryl Gosselin Professor, Chair Department of Sociology, Director of the Gender, 

Diversity and Equality Concentration. “Women’s Rights in Canada”.  

Nov 21, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jean Manore’s presentation to Québec Provincial Council 

April 20, 2013 at Dufferin Heights Golf Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IDLE “K”NO”W” MORE: 

THE PREQUEL 
ADDRESS TO THE CFUW:  QUEBEC 

CHAPTER, APRIL 2013 
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Appendix 14 

CFUW Sherbrooke & District and National Participation 

  

Five delegates from the Canadian Federation of University Women (CFUW) Sherbrooke 

& District Club attended the national AGM/Conference held in Quebec City in 2015. One 

of the several important speakers was M. Colette Roy Laroche, Mayor of Lac Megantic 

during the devastating fire in her town.  Following the conference, several delegates from 

across Canada enjoyed home hospitality at members’ homes and visits including the 

Sherbrooke murals, Bleu Lavande, Colby Curtis Museum, and Foresta Lumina in 

Coaticook.   

Visitors comments included, “I learned a good deal about the past and present of your 

region, and I hope to revisit some time. In conversation with you, I learned how involved 

you are as individuals in the activities of your community.” 

“Je me souviens the wonderful hospitality of your club, exploring a new part of the 

Province of Quebec and discovering what a beautiful area you live in, that we are 

passionate about our clubs and that we share similar goals and difficulties, that we believe 

in equality for women and girls in education and life and that we advocate for them, and a 

reminder that we are a national organization from sea to sea to sea.” 
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Appendix 15 

Walking Group Calendar - 2011 

In 2011 the CFUW Sherbrooke & District Walking Group produced a calendar to 

encourage outdoor activity and raise funds for two environmental groups. Each month 

featured a walk in a different area of the Townships with photos, description of walk, and 

directions.  There were 300 calendars printed and they sold for $15 each at various outlets.   

One of the recipients of profits from sales of the calendars was the St. Francis Valley 

Naturalists’ Club.  Joyce Booth, Secretary, wrote in the Sherbrooke Record, “This project 

was both inspired and inspiring.  The generous amounts ($850 each) that they donated to 

SFVNC and the Johnville Bog from their profits, reflected their enthusiasm and hard work 

in preparing and selling their calendars.  Their generous donation will help pay for our 

ongoing educational workshops in the schools.” 

 

 

 

 

 
Left to right are Sera Gagliardi, Elizabeth Cope, Carol Mooney, Lucie De Serres, Bev Taber 
Smith, and Heather Lewis 
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Appendix 16 

PUBLIC SPEAKING – 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

By Jane Loiselle 

 

Literacy & Education are two of the priorities of CFUW-Sherbrooke & District. An essay 

writing contest with Alexander Galt Regional High School was the forerunner of what has 

become an annual Public Speaking Competition now in its twenty-sixth year. Five 

Townships high schools, three public and two private, have participated for many years 

(Alexander Galt Regional High School, Massey Vanier Regional High School, Richmond 

Regional High School, Bishop’s College School and Stanstead College). 

 

It has traditionally taken place in early May so that participants do not have a conflict with 

their year-end examinations or other end-of-year activities. We have twenty speakers: ten 

juniors from Levels I-II & III and ten seniors from Levels IV & V, two at each level per 

school. We should point out that the winner in each category receives a modest donation 

of $100.00 for their school library. All speakers receive a certificate of participation from 

CFUW. Over the years we have had juniors move on to the senior category and many return 

for a second year. 

 

The event was held at Bandeen Hall for many years but parking and costs required a move 

to the Amédée Beaudoin Community Center in Lennoxville. It provides ample space for 

participants, parking and access to a kitchen.  

 

We do not assign a theme but instead leave the topic to the discretion of the speakers and 

their coaches. Topics range from humourous to socially relevant and are often personal. 

The quality is always amazing. We do, however, ask that no school uniforms be worn and 

that participants do not wear any form of costume and do not read in the style of a 

monologue or theatrical speech. Junior speakers have up to three minutes and seniors have 

five minutes.  

 

Volunteer members of the CFUW are at the core of the success of public speaking. Judging, 

refreshments, the reception of participants, receiving of information from the coaches all 

add up to a once-a-year activity. The competition has seen many coordinators and the event 

is refined each year. Computers have made the organization so much easier as information 

can be received and prepared in a much shorter period of time. Speeches were recorded 

and winners were played on both CBC and our local CJMQ radio stations. 

 

A long-time member of CFUW, Janet Angrave, was involved in the original essay writing 

contest. She is still an active volunteer and greets the speakers as they arrive: She also 

organizes the speaking order which involves speakers drawing numbers to determine their 

position. Janet has used roman numerals and it is always interesting to see the reaction 

when students do not know how to read them. Word is out so many come prepared – at 

least another skill learned. 
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The one drawback of being at Amédée Beaudoin is that we are above a firehall and beside 

a railroad track. Some years all runs smoothly, others not so. One year we had a very long, 

noisy train and two fire calls. We advise the speakers that they may stop but it always 

creates an awkward pause. Nerves play a large part in the competition: one year we had a 

speaker who forgot to drink water and was unable to continue. After a short break and some 

fluids the student began again. 

 

Juniors speak first followed by a short break to allow the judges to review their notes. This 

gives the parents and friends time to visit, have a few refreshments, before the seniors 

speak. Another short break after the seniors lets the judges make their final decisions. It 

should be noted that very clear rules are sent to the coaches in January so that they know 

exactly what criteria the judges are using in their evaluation. 
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Appendix 17 

  

 
 
Québec Council of CFUW Clubs  
Conseil québécois des associations de la FCFDU 

 
Judy Hopps, President 

CFUW Sherbrooke and District  

98 Chemin Sout 

hiere 

Magog, QC J1X 0P1  

 

 

 

Dear Ms. Hopps; 

 

On behalf of the Québec Council of CFUW clubs, I want to take this opportunity to 

congratulate current and past members of CFUW Sherbrooke and District on the occasion 

of the club’s 50th anniversary. 

 

The club’s tireless efforts in support of students and educational projects in the Eastern 

Townships through its scholarship program, and more recently the Lampe Foundation, 

are commendable. I have always been particularly impressed by the far-reaching impact 

of the Champlain College Aboriginal Initiative as evidenced by the testimonials of the 

students that benefit from the program.  

 

In recent years, CFUW Sherbrooke and District members have collected furniture and 

clothing for newly arrived Syrian refugees and helped them integrate into the community 

by offering English classes.  Altruistic gestures like this and the club’s continued support 

for the Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers Campaign illustrate the positive 

difference you make in the Eastern Townships and beyond. 

 

Please accept my best wishes for your golden anniversary and continued success in years 

to come. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Debra Christiansen Stowe, President 

Québec Council of CFUW Clubs  

Conseil québécois des associations de la FCFDU 
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Appendix 18 

Anniversary Celebrations 

 

50th Anniversary Celebration 

North Hatley Golf Club   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 former Presidents with President Judy Hopps 

Left to right: Marie Trousdell, Janet Angrave, Paulette Losier, Bev Taber Smith, Carol 

Mooney, Marjorie Goodfellow, Janice Parsons, Wendy Durrant, Ann Sparks, Eva Scheib, 

Judy Hopps. 
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45th Anniversary Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front to back left side: President Wendy Durrant, Janet Angrave, Lee Sullivan-Lapp, 

Dorothy Duncan and Eva Scheib.  Right side: Louise Chartier, Joanne Craig, Claire Holt, 

Bev Taber Smith Yvette Voisard, Carol Mooney, Mary Rhodes and Heather Bowman 

 



 

149 

 

 

 

 

40th Anniversary 

 

 

 

 

Left: President Wendy Durrant, past 

presidents: Eva Scheib and Janet 

Angrave 
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Right:  Our President, Wendy 

Durrant cutting the CFUW  

40th Anniversary Cake. 
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30th Anniversary 
 

May 1998, Lennoxville Golf Club House. 

Founding Members Honoured: Thelma Pittman, Marguerite Loomis and  

Lorraine Codѐre.   President Janet Angrave. 

 

 
 

25th Anniversary Celebration 

  

Kathleen Milne cutting Anniversary Cake at the Faculty Lounge Bishop’s University 
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25th anniversary celebration:  Eileen Healy received a painting by Kay Kinsman  

from Norma Siddiqui on behalf of the Club 

 

 

10th Anniversary 

 

 

10TH ANNIVERSARY – The Sherbrooke and District University Women’s Club is 
celebrating its 10th anniversary.  Seen here are charter members, left to right, Elda 
Bourne, Enid Hopper, Mary Chinn, Kay Milne, Thelma Pitman, Lorraine Codѐre and Ruth 
Taylor.  (Record photos) 

 



 

153 

 

Appendix 19 

 

Greetings to CFUW Sherbrooke and District 

 

On behalf of the CFUW Board I wish to extend congratulations to the members of CFUW 

Sherbrooke and District on reaching your 50th Anniversary and also on being awarded the 

Outstanding Townshippers Award for your community involvement. 

 

We appreciate your Club’s action advocacy to improve the lives of women and girls 

particularly in the area of education with your three Dr. Roberta Cameron Aboriginal 

Awards administered by the charitable Lampe Foundation, your attention to the other needs 

of CEGEP Indigenous students, and your ongoing focus on providing a scholarship to 

enable an Indigenous student to attend Bishops College in 2019. Access to quality 

education continues to be a primary goal of CFUW and your Club is helping make this a 

reality.  

 

As a national organization that works locally, nationally and internationally, to improve 

the lives of women and girls, CFUW is concerned also about human rights for all and has 

developed policy related to the treatment of Immigrants. Your Club is commended on the 

work you have been doing in providing language classes for refugees coming to Canada 

and providing for some of their other basic need.  

 

Leading into the 100th Anniversary of CFUW and the ongoing writing of our 100-year 

history, by Dr. Dianne Dobb, Clubs have been researching and writing their own Histories 

also. Some had already written their Histories while others engaged in the writing of history 

related to the educational system as you did earlier with your “Days to Remember: One 

Room School Houses in the Eastern Townships" that followed on the oral history you had 

produced.  

 

Your Club’s record for the recent past is documented also in the New Beginnings Report 

and posted on the CFUW website.  We look forward to hearing more of your activities 

during your 50th year as you continue to help achieve educational and economic equity, 

social justice and civil rights for all. Enjoy your celebrations! 

Best wishes, 

Grace 

 

Grace Hollett 

CFUW National President - FCFDU Présidente nationale 


